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Maria devotes first minutes of her narrative with an account of the multinational genealogy of 
her family. Despite that, the family and she always considered themselves to be Polish. Her 
parents met in the Ukraine. Father was 20 years older than Maria’s mother and soon after 
Maria’s birth, died. Maria was raised primarily by her mother.  

After the Russian Revolution, her mother decided to relocate the family to Poland. She 
managed to do that with assistance from friends who lived in the country in Ukraine. Maria 
called them Grandma and Grandpa. 

Initially, when they arrived in Poland, they (Maria, her mother and younger brothers) lived with 
the Sawicka Family. Her mother got a job as a director of a prison apothecary. When they left 
the Sawicki family they moved to the corner of Długa and Przejazd Streets (in Warsaw) 

Before starting middle school, Maria went to primary school to learn Polish better. Her 
admission to a state middle school was facilitated through the intervention of a priest. She then 
went on to the university. After completing the university, instead of working, Maria was 
enticed by her friend Sabina Marcinkowska to go with her to Girl Scout camp for the summer. 
She had then contracted tuberculosis and was sent for treatment to Zakopane.  

After recovering, Maria started to teach in two primary schools simultaneously, in order to earn 
money. However, she suffered a relapse of TB and was sent away to recover. This time, when 
she returned she was given an assignment to teach in two schools, where one was a Scout 
school, named after Andrzej Dąbrowski. In any case, she was allowed to be quite creative in her 
teaching methods, especially since she taught small classes consisting of 10—12 students. 

A pivotal moment for Maria was a Scout Jamboree in Hungary, where she met flyers. She also 
met Zofia Kossak, a woman who was a well-known social activist. She was the founder of 
Żegota, an organization that was dedicated to helping Jews. BTW: Maria’s nickname in scouting 
was Murka (diminutive: Mureczko). Through Zofia Kossak, Maria became a good and prolific 
writer. Through her pilot friends, when she returned to Warsaw, she joined a flying club and 
learned to fly gliders. Just before the outbreak of WWII, Maria became ill, this time with angina 
and bronchitis (?) [Tape stop: 20:28] 

Once the war broke out, through her mother’s contacts, Maria was asked to become a director 
of a small military clinic. Since this was a Scout clinic that eventually served the metropolitan 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection



area of Warsaw and then reached out all over Poland, Maria made contact with some 
conspiratorial elements of the scouting movement.  

Thanks to intervention of Aleksander Kamiński—a well know scoutmaster and scout leader of 
the first Jewish Scout troop, Maria was asked to join the editorship of a small clandestine library 
operating under the acronym KOPR [Komisji Propagandy], whose previous editorial board was 
arrested. She ultimately left her position as director of the Scout medical clinics.  

Since KOPR did not take up all of Maria’s time, she began to work on creating and launching 
other publications. Among them was an aviation publication called Wzlot [Take Off]. This 
publication was enthusiastically supported by aviation fans and Boy Scouts. [Tape stop: 31:57] 

Through Maria’s acquaintance with Zofia Kossak, she began to help Zofia with placement of 
Jewish orphans with Polish families. The most important achievement in conjunction with this 
work was the securing of “official” identifying documents for these children. Two Warsaw 
churches were most active in providing false birth certificates for these Jewish orphans. One 
church was in the Bielany district of Warsaw. The other one was the Church of the Holy Cross in 
Warsaw. [Tape stop: 36:56] 

Maria lived close to the Warsaw Ghetto and got to see it up close. She watched the 
construction of the wall that ultimately enclosed the Ghetto. She describes Jewish children who 
came out of the Ghetto through holes that they dug under the wall and begged for food. Then 
she joined Zofia Kossak with assembling and publishing materials that described what was 
taking place in the Ghetto. The result of this undertaking work was a pamphlet, entitled: Na 
Oczach Świata [In Font of the Eyes of the World.] [Tape stop: 46:23] The pamphlet was 
published before the collapse of the Ghetto Uprising. Maria provides some vignettes of events 
that took place during the Uprising, namely the collaboration between Jews and Poles and the 
arrival of the Schutzpolizei that was tasked with the suppression of the Uprising and the 
extermination of the Ghetto Jews. 

Despite Aleksander Kaminski’s efforts to get Maria’s pamphlet out to the West, there was 
neither response nor any acknowledgement of its receipt. The fact that there was no response 
to its plea for help from abroad was most disappointing for Maria. [Tape stop: 55:09]. From this 
point, for the next 12:38 minutes, Maria reads from her pamphlet. 

During the Warsaw Uprising, Maria lost most of her friends. After the war, Maria left Warsaw 
and stopped briefly in Krakow. While happy that Germans were fleeing and the Russians were 
coming, that joy was short-lived, once she realized that the Russians came as new occupiers of 
Poland. In protest, Maria joined the ranks of the National Army. This proved to be a terrible 
decision, which landed her in prison. After serving her sentence, Maria was unable to get work 
in publishing.  
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After the Stalinist Era, in the 60s Maria was able to establish contacts abroad, specifically with 
the newly formed state of Israel. Israel took up the cause of remembering non-Jews who 
extended help to Jews. Maria was invited by Yad Vashem as a witness of history and was 
recognized as a member of the Righteous Among Nations. In her narrative, she displays photos 
from the tree planting ceremony in which she took part in Jerusalem. [Tape stop: 1:19:22] 

Maria spends the remainder of her oral narrative advocating for her colleagues from the war 
days who should have been also chosen as Righteous among Nations, but have not been to 
date. 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




