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Oral history interview with Joseph Bash 
 
Summary 
 
Joseph Bash, born in Buchen (sp?) Romania on September 13, 1923. His birth name was Yehuda 
Hillel; he adopted the name Joseph to match papers that he used to cross borders. He was the 
first born, but had one brother, Abraham Heber Bash, before his mother died of tuberculosis. 
His father remarried and had “a bunch” of other children.  
 
His father moved often to seek work, often as a chauffeur and cantor, moving from Sepinka to 
Bessarabia where pogroms were frequent. At 11 y.o., he became an apprentice in his uncle’s 
store. He was jailed by Hungarian gendarmes for speaking Romanian, but was then released to 
a notary who helped him move to Budapest at 14 y.o. At 22 in 1944, he volunteered for work 
details to avoid the frequent street beatings. He moved around with various work gangs (salt 
mine, coal mine, tree-felling etc.) for six months, ending up near Stanislau, Ukraine. Retreating 
with his Hungarian overseers before Russian advances, his group of 200-300 prisoners, ended 
up in Austria-Hungary. There they performed various work assignments while fighting typhoid, 
before retreating again to Czechoslovakia. Whoever couldn’t work or keep up was executed.  
 
When the Russians overtook them, only thirteen prisoners remained alive. The Russians freed 
them on April 4, 1945, almost a full year after he became a prisoner, but otherwise ignored 
them. After four weeks, fed by farmers along the way, he arrived in Budapest, and then on to 
Bucharest where he was reunited with his family.  
 
His father, step-mother and half-siblings remained in Bucharest during the war and, through 
bribes, managed relatively better. His brother worked for the resistance and later with a Zionist 
organization, Gordonia, making his way to Palestine and then back to Europe to fight with the 
Jewish Brigade. Joseph helped escort many groups of Jewish children to the sectors controlled 
by the West where they were organized into small camps or kibbutzim, in preparation to go to 
Israel. It was at these kibbutzim that he met his wife. Though he had the option to go to the 
U.S., Joseph and his wife chose to go Israel from Marseilles, escorted by the Haganah, with a 
group of children, but the British forced them back to Cyprus. After a while, he and wife (now 
pregnant) made it to Palestine, where he joined the Haganah, fighting against the Arabs.  
 
While serving, his unit captured future Egyptian President Nasser but released him. He also 
temporarily went AWOL to return to his wife to gain release of delinquent government funds, 
then returned to service. After three years of service, he went to Canada where he obtained a 
U.S. visa under the quota for Czechs through his wife’s background. Joseph then went on to 
New York where he up a jewelry shop with his brothers, eventually raising four children. His 
father lived as a rabbi in Toledo, OH. His brother, Abraham, died of leukemia in 1946.  
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