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Summary 
 
Anna (Davidovic) Been, born in Sosnowiec, Poland on August 2, 1921. When the war started in 
September, 1939 she had been scheduled to participate in the Olympics in swimming and 
gymnastics. She was one of four children and attended local public school and a seamstress 
vocational school. Her parents’ names were Manach and Meir Davidovic with a brother 
(Herschel), and two sisters (Esther and Libby). Anna’s father was president of the local butchers 
union.  
 
Upon the invasion, only she and her father were sent to the ghetto while her mother and 
sisters were sent to Auschwitz never to be seen again; her brother was shot. On her father’s 
encouragement, she walked 800 km to Vilna to join relatives since it was under Russian control, 
but once Germany occupied it, she returned to the ghetto at Sosnowiec shortly after which she 
was arrested and sent to (name unintelligible) concentration camp. Her father hid, but was 
discovered and executed by Nazis eight days before the war ended.  
 
Due to her skills in machining small screws for time bombs, she received somewhat better food. 
Before this camp, she was at Blechhammer work camp where one of the barrack chiefs, Carl 
Demerer, treated her very well.  
 
After the war, she traveled with a girlfriend from Sosnowiec to Heidelberg, Germany where she 
met, and, ultimately, married in 1946 the brother of a previous boyfriend. Her husband had 
survived Auschwitz. Due to his help of the Allies in finding Nazis, her husband took over 
operation of a boot and shoe manufacturer, which made them well off. Their daughter was 
born in Heidelberg but they left in 1949 as she still held hard feelings against Germany; her son 
was born in Chicago. Eventually, they moved to Phoenix to improve her husband’s health.  
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