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ANNA BEEN 
 
Interviewer: Holocaust Survivor Memoirs, Phoenix, Arizona Together: From 
Holocaust...to New Life 
 
Date: February 16,1988 
 
TAPE 1 OF 1 
 
10:06 Q. Anna, please tell us when and where you were born. 
 

A. I was born in Poland, Sosnow~ic~ (ph), August 2,1921. 
 
Q. And your full name, your maiden name, you can give us your 
married name as well. 
 
A. When the war broke out in September, 1939, I was supposed to go 
to the Olympics as a champ from Poland. Now, instead of going to 
Palestine, Israel today, I went to the concentration camp. I was 
very very disturbed because of it. All this year working hard 
until you accomplish to be a champ, to go. And Hitler ruined it. 
 
Q. What kind of sport? 
 
A. Gymnastic and athletic, swimming. 
 

10:07 Q. In your childhood, what kind of schooling did you receive? 
 

A. Regular public school and then, later, where they teach you to 
sew, professional school. 
 
Q. How many were there in your family? 
 
A. Four. Four children and my parents, lots of uncles and aunts. 
 
Q. And the names of your parents? 
 
A. Minna Davidowicz (ph) was my mother, my father was Meyer 
Davidowicz. Then was my brother Zvi Davidowicz, Herschel we used to 
call him. And my sisters, older than me was Esther, then I come, 
Chana, and then comes my younger sister, Liba, Libcha they used to 
call her. 
 

10:09 Q. How did your father make a living? 
 

A. He was president of the union, the butchers'union. 
 
Q. And he also had a butcher shop? 
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A. Yes. 
 
Q. Were you comfortable? 
 
A. Yeah, you know, like in Poland, we have what we need. We had a 
house in Czestochowa (ph), was a nice income from it. After the 
war, I came and there was nothing but the paper. That's all I have. 
I never got a penny out of it. 
 

10:10 Q. In public school, did you have friends outside of the Jewish community? 
 

A. Most of them was Jewish friends. Some of the neighbors 
were Gentile. 
 
Q. As far as you could see, did your parents have good relations with 
the non-Jewish neighbors? 
 
A. Yeah. 
 
Q. Prior to Hitler's invasion, could you feel changes in the 
neighbors? 
 

10:11 A. We didn't really have no chance. Because right away the Germans came and took 
everyone to the ghetto. It was not free anymore. and I went to work in the ghetto sewing 
certain things. They right away grabbed my mother with the two sisters. They took them 
to Auschwitz. They never came back. And I was very heartbroken with my father alone in 
the house. My brother was in the camp already. When he heard that they took my mother 
and the two sisters he ran out, by running out they shoot him. They sent the ashes back 
to us. We didn't believe that this could happen, that in the twentieth century they can 
kill for just being a Jew, not doing anything, no 
10:12 harm to anybody. So from then on went a tragedy. My 
             father wanted me to go to the other part, to Vilna. 
             That I should still be alive there was that it was 
             still Russia. I walked eight hundred kilometers 
             until I came there. When I came there, not long ago 
             the Germans came in too. I didn't want to stay there 
             then. I walked back home. I came home it was only 
             the parents that my father left. I was not legal and 
             I started working in the shop until they caught me 
             and sent me to the concentration camp. 
 

Q. So from Vilna you came back to Sosnowiec~ 
 
A. Yes.         c 
 

10:13 Q. In Sosnowiecz, was the ghetto in a Jewish area or 
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just a designated area? 
 

A. I don't remember where it was. I know I left Vilna from the 
ghetto and from there walked home. It was not the easy walk of my 
life. 
 
Q. Did you have to run out of the ghetto? 
 
A. Of course. I took it off, the Jewish star, because I look more like 
a Gentile girl. This was my escape. And I never wore the Jewish star 
until I came back home. When I came home they was happy to see me but 
wasn't for too long. And I went to the concentration camp and my 
father went to a bunker to hide out. And Maybe eight days before the 
end of the war I found 

10:14 out he still was alive and the Germans found them 
             and they shoot all the people who was there. 
 

Q. Tell us what the working conditions in the ghetto were like. 
 
A. I was one of the best workers in concentration camp. They put me, I 
was the only woman working at a certain machine where we produced 
parts for the bomb, the time bomb. It was a little screw. The little 
screw, it has ten measurements. Have to be exact. If it was thicker 
than a hair it was no good already. That's kept me alive because I got 
a little better to eat, put that this way. 
 

Before I came to this I was in Blechamel (ph) where there.was 
men and women. And there was a couple Jude ~ltestern (ph), 
Karl Demerel, I will never 

10:15 forget this gentleman. He was so good to us. When 
             sometimes we all was stealing a piece of bread or a 
             potato just to survive. They closed up, you couldn't 
             eat the whole day if they catch you. So he always 
             came, he said, "Kindlach, don't worry, yo~u will not 
             have a piece of bread, we gonna eat klus~kies (ph)," 
             I mean potato, from potato... 
 

Q. Dumplings, you mean dumplings? 
 
A. Dumplings, potato dumplings. Because they cut us off from the 
bread. When I was free the only aim in mind was to see him and his 
wife and he has the children. 
 
Q. Was he a Jewish man? 
 
A. Oh yes, a German Jew, but he lives in Poland. 
 
Q. He was in charge of your barrack? 
 

10:16     A. Right, right. In Blechamel everybody knows who Karl 
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Demerel was. After the war everybody wants to go and see him. I 
didn't want to get married if he will not come and take me to 
the huppah. It happened my husband caught me right after World 
War II because he was in Auschwitz and I used to go with his 
brother. When he found out I'm alive, I came with my girlfriend 
to Heidelberg, we was free in Patas Waldau (ph), that's on the 
Russian side, he was on the American side. 
 

10:17 Q. Were you married after the war? And you met your husband after the war? 
 

A. Yeah. I was with my girlfriend.She has the brother and the 
brother with my husband was brother-inlaws. She said to me, "What 
there used to be in Poland, here, nobody's there." Everything I came 
home so the janitor said, "You're still alive!" and I knew where 
there was something begrubbene (ph), hidden, and I wanted to take it 
out and nothing's there. They digged it out before me. 
 

So she said, "You know, I have something from my brother. 
Let's go to Heidelperg." It wasn't that easy to go from 
Sosnowiec,~ to Heidelberg. Was a border. We had to go first 
to Czechoslovakia, from Czechoslovakia to Germany. Because I 
went back already home. 
 
We came to Heidelberg and there was my boyfriend's brother, now 
my husband. Because when I came to Heidelberg he already had a 
factory, a shoe factory, and he was already established because 
of the other brother-in-law. During the war he escaped and he 
show the American people where the Germans are and because of 
that he got a big factory. He took over, he was already the 
owner. 
 

Q. Was your husband originally from Germany? 
 

                                                   a 
 A. No, he was from Poland, from Sosnowiecz. 
 
 10:19     Q. Can you tell us about when they gathered the Jewish 
 community and took you to the ghetto? 
 
A. I was really in the Vilna ghetto. Because I run out right away 
from Sosnowiecz. Because they was afraid. The young kids might, I had 
a better chance to survive if I go to the uncle, to Vilna. There was 
not occupied by Germans yet. When I came then right away they took us 
to the ghetto. It was terrible, we was laying like herring one by the 
other on the floor. The minute we walked into the ghetto they made a 
fire. We couldn't go nowhere. A lot of people 
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got killed in the fire and they shot a few. Since then was the 
most miserable life and nothing nobody could do. We was 
screaming, "Where is God to help us? Where is the Messiah to 
come? Now is the time!" So then they took me to work and going 
to work I took off this (star) and nobody saw it. And I walked 
home. It wasn't the easiest thing- the hardest, and worse than 
being in concentration camp. 
 

10:21 Q. How long did it take you? 
 

A. Months and months. But I was, you know, with the finger 
(hitchhiking), with the soldiers they took me for a few rides. You 
couldn't walk eight hundred kilometers. Somehow I came with the 
begging. Whoever on the road I begged them to take me, to give me a 
piece of bread. You couldn't say you escaped because they were 
afraid too. You have to lie. A lot of lying it was. A lot of 
begging. I was lucky enough to come home, I guess. 
 

First of all I was not legal. I went to my uncle in 
Czestochowa. He paid for me to go home I guess. My best 
girlfriend gave me her passport in case they catching me I 
should be legal. She gave me the passport so if I go through 
the border I should be legal. 
 

Q. So did you have to cross the Russian border? 
 
A. Yes. 
 

When I got home the tragedy started with the illegal thing. 
they took away my mother and the two sisters. I was working in 
the ghetto, my father alone in the house. So I run out on my 
lunchtime to my father to make him a sandwich or something to 
eat when he took the first bite I run back, my time was out for 
eating so I sneak under the machine some food. We was fighting 
for life. 
 

Q. Because of your working conditions did you have enough food? 
 

10:24 A. I was treated not good but they needed me. In concentration camp, yeah, 
I had a little better than the others because I was very friendly with this 
Juden~ltester, Demerel and you know whoever was in the kitchen could have a 
little bit more, but otherwise they didn't give you anything more, they wanted 
the production. They treat me better because I was a good worker. And really I 
wasn't such a good worker. The minute they turn around their head I broke the 
needle. "Heute nicht arbeiten, Maschine 
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    kaputt." Today is no more work because they couldn't 
    get the diamond needles that fast. I knew it I was 
    standing by the machine and working to kill my 
    people. How can you work for them? I didn't have a 
    choice, but whenever I had a chance I broke 
    something. You have to do it in such a smart way 
10:25    that they shouldn't catch you or you go right away 
    to the oven. 
 
 Q. When were you taken from the ghetto to the 
    concentration camp? 
 
 A. In 1939 I went to Vilna come back in 1940. In 1941 I 
    was already in the concentration camp. 
 
 Q. How were you transported from the ghetto to the 
    concentration camp? 
 
 A. They took us to a special place, durch ~ ager (ph), 
    where they pick the people where to go. 
 
 Q. How were you transported? Did you go by train? 
 
 A. They grab you from Sosnowiec~ and tell everyone to 
    be in one place. We didn't know any better. If we 
    were to know this was for killing. That in the 
    twentieth century this could happen. We thought 
    maybe they were taking us to work. And after work, 
    the war would be over and maybe the family be 
    together again. But didn't happen. I came out all by 
    myself. 
 
10:26 Q. Did anyone survive from your family? 
 
 A. Nobody. Only one cousin. 
 
10:30 Q. I would like to know how long you were in the 
    concentration camp and when you were liberated how 
    you felt. 
 
 A. I was in concentration camp from 1941 to 1945. They 
    took me right away because I was illegal, so they 
10:31    grabbed me, they was looking for me. When I was free 
             was a empty feeling. I was hoping that somebody 
    alive. I was freed by the Russians and they was 
    terrible! When they saw a young good-looking girl 
    they wanted sex and they grab you. So I said, "I was 
    in concentration camp for so long and now y~ want 
    to kill me?" So I was lucky. An officer passed by 
    and saw the incident so the soldiers ran away, they 
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    was afraid, because was nobody there to control them 
    and they know here was a concentration camp was a 
    lot of girls there. But after that I went home. 
    Because this was in Germany. 
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10:32 Q. What was the name of the camp where you were? 
 

A. Blechamel. I was free in Patas Waldau. From Blechamel they 
transferred all the girls to Patas Waldau before the war ended. And 
there where I was making the ammunition, the parts. Maybe a week 
before, we threw in all the boxes in the water, to the river, 
because they knew the Russians were coming in. That was the 
greatest feeling in my life; to take the bombs and throw them in 
the water. They will not use them. That was the end of the war. We 
come out empty, nothing to eat. In concentration camp at least we 
have something. Until the Americans came and they, the UNRAA, they 
giving us something to eat then everyone went in different 
directions, some were staying in the concentration camp but I 
didn't want it and I went away. So I went to Heidelberg, to where I 
met my husband. He was already established. I was free May 8, 1945, 
my husband a few days before.He was free already, he was more 
mature than I was, put it that way. He knew, so he grabbed right 
away a factory and he was right away the boss. For the American 
soldiers making boots. 
 
Q. Was this a previous factory, a German factory? 
 
A. Maybe. they took away from the Nazis and gave to him because he 
showed the American people where the Germans are, he and his brother-
in-law. That's how I have privileges already in 1945. 
 
Q. When did you go back to Sosnowiec~? 
 

10:35 A. The minute I was free in Patas Waldau I went to Sosnowiec~. Back to 
Heidelberg where I met my husband. 
 
10:38 Q. He (your husband) also lived through the concentration camps? 
 

A. He also lived through. He was in Auschwitz, even worse than me. 
He had a number. 
 
Q. You never had a number? 
 
A. No, not where I was. They didn't give no numbers because we went 
out to work in factories and they probably didn't want it, who 
knows. Where he was, he was in the real one. 
 
Q. In the factory where you worked, did you have contact with 
civilians? 
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10:39 A. Yes, I did. There was one German who was very good to me. He sent away a 
letter for me, sometimes he gave me food underneath. Oh yes, he risk his life. I was 
the top there, the only woman with all the men, working by one machine. Not everybody 
could handle that. I guess it was something in me. 
 

Q. When you were liberated, were you in fairly good or bad condition? 
 
A. Very bad condition. I weighed maybe ninety pounds, for me, ninety 
pounds, I was a tall girl. But I survived. The first meal they gave 
me to eat after liberation I couldn't hold it, I was shaking. 
 

10:40 Q. Were you ill after liberation or just weak? 
 

A. I couldn't complain to anybody. I didn't have anyone to kvetch to. 
 
Q. After the fact that you went through all this, after losing your 
family, and in the face of world conditions, do you think that 
something like this 

10:41 could ever happen again? 
 

A. I hope it will never happen again. If I would be today what I 
know today, I wouldn't be so brave and walk into a ghetto, into a 
concentration camp. I would have fought back and how I would have 
fought it back! 
 
Q. Was there a chance of you hiding anywhere, was there any 
opportunity? 
 
A. I didn't know anything. Now I know much more. I didn't believe 
that one human being can kill the other for no reason. I didn't do 
any crime. I didn't do anything to prosecute me for something like 
that, because I was born Jewish. Sometimes, many times laying in 
the concentration camp we was asking, "Where is God?" 
 

10:42 Q. Did you ever see any enemy attacks where you were, any airplanes or bombings? 
 

A. Yeah. We was in the concentration camp we heard bombings we was 
happy. We hope this bomb going to liberate us. We was waiting for 
those bombs. Scared all your life you never know. If the 
Judeneltester came out, he didn't sleep good, he hit you twice as 
much for no reason. 
 
Q. Did you have the counting every morning before you 
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    went to work? 
 
 A. Yeah. Before you went to work. But they treat me a 
    little better maybe. I think because I have a 
    responsible job in the factory there. 
 
10:43 Q. What about clothing? 
 
 A. No way, same thing as everybody. Like a prisoner. 
 
 Q. And during the winter conditions? 
 
 A. Still was cold. I remember I had teeth pulled. They 
    didn't give me anything. They pulled like that I 
    scream my head off. But they send me to a doctor, to 
    a dentist, you know. 
 
 Q. There was a doctor in the concentration camp where 
    you were? 
 
 A. Yes, for minor things. But they sent me out because 
    I was very important to them because this machine 
    not everyone could handle it. It was a diamond 
    needle, they was afraid not to broke it. Believe me, 
    I broke their heads off, plenty of those. The minute 
    I have a chance I took the hammer and bend it that I 
    couldn't produce anymore. But was a time you have to 
    produce, to show you're a good worker, otherwise you 
10:44    couldn't live. 
 

Q. Did you have to walk a long way to your work? 
 
A. Yeah. 
 
Q. Every morning, was it early? 
 
A. There was a guard with hundreds of people walking to work. They was 
watching you. Many times I threw in a letter. I found there was a 
mailbox. I got from my father a piece of bread he could send me, and 
in this bread was a piece of paper, "I'm alive" So I know he's 
alive.with a note wrapped inside, or he send me thread, and inside a 
note and I rolled it out. That's how I communicate with my father. 
They killed him eight days before liberation. They opened up they 
found out or someone said something. 
 
Q. Were there any survivors after liberation that you met in the 
ghetto in Sosnowiec~? 
 
A. Not that I know. A lot of people from Sosnowiec~ alive, but not 
from the ghetto. But they was in concentration camp, my aqe. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 
 
 
 

 Q. So everyone from the ghetto was killed? 
 
 A. Yeah. When I came back to Sosnowiec~ after the war, 
    to the Jewish Relief Agency, was a list and we want 
    to know who was alive. Nobody's there. So I walk 
    alone. Since then I walk alone. 
 
 Q. How did the population of Sosnowiec~ greet you? 
 
 A. You want to know the truth, I tell you. When I was 
    in Heidelberg, I have my baby. She was the first 
    Jewish child born after World W~ar II (with parents 
    being survivors from Sosnowiec~). And I hold my baby 
    just like that (up in the air) and somebody come and 
10:47    took the picture, "the champ from Poland with her 
    new baby." And that was in all the magazines. 
 
 Q. Did the town welcome you? 
 
 A. Oh yeah, but they was so heartbroken. we was all 
    still looking for survivors. 
 
10:50  Q. I thank you for telling us your story. 
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