
 
                        Aaron Bendetson ~ I was born in Lithuania in 1909 near Vil        
       father, Zvi, died in 1920, my mother, Chaya, was killed by the Germans. My brother 
died three years ago in New York. 
 
In 1941 I had typus and was in the hospital. I heard rumours about the Germans approaching
and I left the hospital and ran away to Russia, where I spent 23 months in the Russian 
Army fighting in Moscow and Stalingrad. I find it difficult and impossible to talk about 
the details. 
 
After the war I came to the U.S,.married and have two sons, both in T.V. writing and doing
extremely well, I am retired 16 years ; I had a candy store in New York with two partners 
and did very well and have had a happy life. 
 
In 1941 I was in Moscow with the Russian Army; there were 40,000 people, only 1300 
survived. We livedon dried bread thrown from Russian Army planes. It was awful. 
 
The Germans told the Lithuanians to do what they wished, they killed Jews with p~easure. I
was in the Russian Army for 23 months and was out in 1944/45. It is too painful to talk 
about. After the war I was picked up because I did not have a passport and put in jail. 
Forty people in a cell, lice. I lived in Russia after the war.. 
 
I cannot talk more about this, believe me. 
 
In 1946 my brother picked me up in Poland and took me out of Russia. I wanted to go to 
Israel. However we went from Poland to France and Belgium and then to America. I came in 
illegally, not in my own name. In Ellis Island. two witnesses from mu town swore they knew
me. It is different in Russia today from that time. 
 
I stole in Russia but I lived well. Conditions in Russia were terrible, I lived with three
fam,ilies in one room. One family lives today in Canada and one in Costa Rica. Months 
passed and I did not change my shirt. I slept with my shoes on, otherwise they would be 
stolen. 
 
My sons live in Los Angeles. O n my 80th birthday my family had my name put on the Ellis 
Island Museum List of immigrants. I have accomplished wonderful sons and a wonderful wife 
I came to Phoenix 13 years ago. I don't like Phoenis and try spend half the year in New 
York where I have an apartment. 
 
I am sorry I could not tell you more. 
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