
 
     Summary of Interview with 
     Irving Goldstein 
00:00:00 Was born Oct. 25, 1921, in              (Tschorkuf ?)  
in eastern Poland, not far from the Russian border. Had two brothers and three sisters. My
father's name was Mordecai~ and my mothers' name was Pearl. OO:pl:OO I was the youngest. 
My father was playing around with meat/ 00:01:30 The only schooling I had was eight years 
of public school. 00:02:00 After public school, I worked in my home town for a couple of 
years, then I went to             (Lemburg ?) and I worked there for a year. I went home 
for Passover, and then the Russians came, i~ 939 00:02:30 Had some non-Jewish friends in 
school. We were not p~or, but not comfortable. 00:03:00 We had enough food, we had 
clothing, but I g~t a job to help out. 00:03:30 In Lemburg, I had a good job in a hardware
store~ 00:04:00 Through a friend in schul, my fathe~r got me a job in wholesale/  
retail hardware. 00:04:30 I didn't appreciate~whaT I had so I went to Lemburg, and the job
there wasn;t as good. 00:05:00 My youngest sister lived in an apartment in Lemburg,amd I 
moved in with her, and that helped. She wasn't married at the time. 00:05:30 I had a good 
life there. I had friends, I joined a club. I made myself to be liked. 00:06:00 I was in 
Lemburg for one year, from Pesach to Pesach. 00:06:30 My parents wouldn't let me go back. 
Then the Ruaaians came in and we worked for them from '39 to '41.  
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          Goldstein - 2 
00:07:00 They persuaded me not to go bACK. Maybe it was for the best. Maybe if I had 
stayed in Lemburg, I wo~ld never have gotten back. 00:07:30 Q: How as life under the 
Russians?     It was not bad. You worked and you worked. But there was enough food. Some 
items were short, like sugar and salt. 00:08:00 We lived faorly well. Q: What happened 
during the Russian occupation? 00:08:30 We survived. We adjusted to their way of life. 
00:09:00 In '41, the war broke out. The Russians announed that those who were willing 
would be evacuated to Russia. 00:09:30 They said that we co~ld go with them, and after 
they regrouped, they woutd come back, in three or four months, and we could come back with
them. But it took four ~ ~ )):10:00 In two weeks the GErmans were at our house. The young 
people left. We walked. We had horses and buggies. It was a long trip. 00:10:30 It was 
four to six weeks before we were someplace. My brother Bill was with me. We took nothing 
with us. 00 ~ 00 We just left. We didn't say good bye 00 ~   30 We travelled about 400 
miles. Then we got on a train to the Caucasi~n Mountains, There we got jobs. 00:12:00 We 
worked on cooperative farms. The trains, they were cattle cars. 00:12:30 We were on the 
cars for eight days. Whenever the train stopped, we jumped out and tried to get food. We 
had money, bought what we could. They did not feed us.  
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00:13:00 We got pai~for our work. It wasn't much, but we were able to survive. 00:13:30 In
a few months we were registered for work, and worked in labor camps. We stayed there for a
while, and when we could, we deserted. 00:14:00 We never went back to where we deserted. 
We trav~lled a thousand miles. We changed our names and ages, and registered again. We 
didn't have any papers. 00:14:30 We said the papers were stole~n. We did this several 
times. We stayed in the Caucasian mountains. 00:15:00 We spent time in Baku, that's the 
capital of Azerbaijan. We also were in Aravan, that's the capital of . . . I don't 
remember. 00:15:30 (Int) Armenia? Yes, Armenia. And the surrIounding area. Q: Can you 
describe the labor camps? 00:16:00 We layed railroad tracks. We put up telephone poles. We
didn't get paid for that. We only got food. It was barely adequate. 00:16:30 Q: Did you 
have contact with people outside the camps? Yes. We always had to bribe to get things, but
we had money. 00:17:00 By bribing, we re able to get extra bread, soup. 00:17:30 Q: Were 
there guards, towers~aroud the camp? Yes, there were guards. It was like a prison 00:18:00
We had to walk to work. We could slip away. We were not guarded as in prison. 00:18:30 We 
could slip out at night. Walk all night to a railroad station. Once there, we did not sit 
around and wait for the train to come. We were in hiding  

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 
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00:19:00 When the train finished loading up, and started out, we jumped on. We had no 
tickets, no papers, Somehow they believed us, that we l~st our papers. 00:19:30 The camps 
had fences, barracks, about 20 or 30 persons in each barrack. 00:20:00 It was not 
sanitary. We did not have showers. But we managed. 00:20:30 As soon as we got somewhere, 
we checked in with the authorities. We told them we lost our papers. We had to have papers
because on the street, polic~ wo~ld stop us, and if we did not have papers, they would 
take us in. 00?21:00 They would give us papers, with new names and ages. this happened 
three times. 00:21:30 When the Russians reached Polish territory, it was time to go back. 
We were working in industry; so was my brother. What we were making, I don't know. 
00:22:00 Our supervisor was Jewish. He knew we were Jewish, and we knew he was, but we 
never discussed Jewishness. 00:22:30 When we wan_ted something, he never knew what he 
could do for us. But finally, we wanted to go because our village was liberatted. 00:23:00
He gave us papers. It took about four days to get home. We had to take difference t~rains.
00:23:30 When we got home, our oldest brother, Schlome was there  

We stayed home about two weeks. We had no intention of going back.  

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 
          Goldstein - 5 
00:24:00 The second week we were home, we got a call from the NKVD to come in. 
We knew something was wrong. 00:24:30 They were very nice, but they knew all 
about us. "You worked there, and your supervisor was ~o and so, and you should 
have been back there two weeks ago." 00:25:00 So we told him stories, and he 
said that if we signed papers that we would be back in 24 hours, he would let us 
go. So we signed the papers and he told us where to get the trains. 00:25:30 As 
soon as we got out, my brother got a limousine, and he drove us through the 
night to Lemburg. There there was a Jewish Agency. 00:26:00 We told them our 
problem, and immediately they sent us to Hungary, Czeckoslovakia, and Austria, 
and there we got into the American zone. 00:26:30 Then we tried to get to 
America. Then our brother Schlome followed, and then we got to America. 00:27:00 
We were in a DP camp. We had a sister who had left in the 20s, in the U.S. And 
an uncle. 00:27:30 It took a few months to find the address of my sister. But 
after we found it, it tool two weeks. We didn't have to wait for a quota. 
00:28:00 I was single, so there was no problem. I had ~riority. My brother was 
married, so it took longer. Q: Did you ~nquire what happened to your family? 
00:28:30 0 yeh. (Shakes his head.) Q: Did anyone come back who witnessed what 
happened to the Jews. A: They were not taken to concentration camps.  
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00:29:00 There was no such thing as concentration camps. Every couples of months, they 
would take Jews out and kill them. We don't know where. 00:29:30 My sister had left 
earlier. My two brothers and I survived. 00:30:00 One brother and one sister have since 
died. 00:30:30 Came from Bramerhaven in 1946. Enjoyed the trip. 00:31:00 It was not 
crowded. Some people got sea sick. The food was good. 00:31:30 We got six dollars 
pocket money. I bought one dollar of candy and got sick sick on it. 00:32:00 ~y sister 
and brother-in-law picked me up. I lived with them for two yeArs. I went to school to 
study English. 00:32:30 I wasn't interested in historu or geography. I just wanted to 
learn to speak and to read and write. I worked for my broth~Er n a record store. 
00:33:00 After the two years, I told him I had no future there, I would have to go on 
my own, and I gave him notice. 00:33:30 I left after six weeks. I met a young man 
starting a meet business, and that was how I started pe~dling meat. 00:34:00 I rented a 
truck, loaded it up with meat, and went from store to store. It was winter, so I didn't 
need refrigeration. 00:34:30 In the spring, I called up my brother-in-law and told him 
I needed a better truck because I was having trouble with the one I had.  
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oo:35:00 I told him I needed $2,000 for a new truck, and he said to come for dinner 
Sunday night and he would give me the money. And he did. 00:35:30 I bought the 
truck. After a few weeks I called him and asked for another $2,000 for supplies. He 
said to come to dinner and get it. 00"36:00 Soon after, I needed two thousand more 
and he gave it to me. When he lent me the first two thousand, he said he hoped I 
would make money and pay him back, that that if I didn;t, he wouldn't go after me. 
00:36:30 I owed him a total of $6,000. In a couple of years, I was able to pay him 
back. His name was Lou Bloch. He was the first one to get a by-pass. 00:37:00 No, he 
was the first one in New York to get a heart transplant. It wasn't successful. 
00:37:30 It must have been 20~years ago. 00:38:30 As soon as I started to peddle 
meat, I got married. 00:39:00 When I saw I could earn a living, I got married. I met 
her in the Catskill Mountains, on a weekend.  
00:39:30 When I started earning money, we got married.                   
                          ~ fa, ~ ~?t~ 
00:40:00 Her mother had died, and we lived in h~ house. 00:40:30 She took care of 
him. We went on that way for 6 years. I got a little bigger. 00:41:00 But the 
atmosphere was not good. I lived in Brooklyn. I had to go to MANHATTAN FOR MY 
CUSTOMERS. 00:41:30 I started having trouble with the unions. I had~ a a few 
employees.  
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00:42:00 One day I said, "No more." I liquidated amd came out here. I came out 
first, and a few months later, my wife followed. Q: Did you know anyone here? A; 
I had a friend here, from the DP csmp. 00:42:30 He was like a younger brother to 
me. He served two years in the army, then he went to law school under the G.I. 
Bill, and he started his practice here. 00:43:00 My wife had a sister in Florida 
and she suggestted that we come there. So she came to get us. 00:43:30 But we 
decided to come to Phoenix for s~ months or a year, and if we didn't make it, we 
would do that. It was difficult, but we made it. 00:44:00 We were doing the same 
thing herre, peddling meat. My brother was with me from 58 to '76 00:44:30 But 
we never got along well with him. He decided he wanted to move to Israel, and I 
bought him out. 00:45:00 He couldn't adjust there and after a while he came 
back. 00:45:30 When my brother left, we had about 6 employees. He held me back. 
He didn~'t wamt to expa~d. He was afraid. 00:46:00 A year after he left, we had 
26 employees and by 1988 we had a hundred. 00:46:30 Had one child in New York; 
his wife was pregnant when they came out. 00:47:00 Had a third child later. Wife 
stayed home and took care of the family. 00:47:30 There's no place like ~hoenix. 
00:48:00 Children married; has grandchildren. Supposedly retired. Works half a 
day.  
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00:48:30 Wife comes in every day for about 5 hours. Trying to get the business back 
where it was. 00:49:00 We took in some new itsems, but we didn't do good with them. 
Should never have taken them isn. 00:49:30 We only sell what we make - roast beef, 
corned beef, salami, pastrami. oo sa oo We make hams and hamburgers. And I collect 
social security. 00:50:30 We are not rich, but we have enough. I worked hard and I made 
aliving for my family. 00:51:00 Two of the children did not complete college, though 
they had the opportunity. 00:51:30 My mistake is that I did not insist that they go to 
college. 00:52 oo Glen carries the business. Paul Helps. And my wife is a big help. 
00:52:30 When the business gets back on its feet, I will relax.  
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