
 
             Summary of 

interview with 
Killough, Pauline 
 
00:00:00 My name is PaulineIllough. I was born as Pesha Biderman, in a town called        
          . Near Lublin., Poland. I have no idea how big a town it is or was. 
 
00:00:30 There were six children, three of whom survived. That was before the 
war. My sister Sonia, then me, and my sister Hanna. 
 
00:01:00 When I came to America, my cousins decided that my name should be 
Americanized. So it was changed from Pesha to Pauline. 
 
00:01:30 My other;s name was Rocehl, my father, Yankel. My father worked for the 
railroad. We were just average people. 
 
00:02:00 I went to first grade, public school, and cheder. I think I went to 
Cheder first, because I knew Hebrew before I knew Polish. 
 
00:02:30 My mother came from a very religious family, ultra orthodox. It was the 
thing to enter kids in Cher before they went to)public school. 
 
00:03:00 I think I was in first grade when the war started. It was a nice life. We were 
comfortable. 
 
00:03:30 It was apleasant small town life. I remember Thursdays, which was market days, I 
used to go shopping with my mother. 
 
00:04:00 I remembe bringing butter home on a leaf and it would last until the next 
week. We had no relatives in town, just a grandmother who lived ne~rby. 
 
00 04 30 She would come and visit us occasionally,bringing us 

  goodies from her store. My father had a b rother, who also lived elsewhere. 
 

00:05:00 My father's brother also visited occasionally. 
 
00:05:30 My mother was the youngest of four, two boys and two girls. They came to 
America in their teens, and they were going to send for the rest of the family when 
they could. 
 
00:06:00 My grandfather was unhappy about their going because he felt they would not 
practice their religion. 
 
00:06:30 When they sent pictures, my grandfather ws upset because they were not wearing 
hats. My grandmother claimed he became ill and died at 42 because he was so upset. 
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00:07:00 They all settled in New York, and the uncles are dead. I remember they used to 
send us packages of clothing and things for holidays. 
 
00:07:30 They would send us round cartons of chicken fat from America. And money. They 
were alive when I arrived. 
 
00:08;00 I remember clearly when Germany invaded Po;and, though I don't remember dates. 
 
00:08:30 I remember the bombing, the airplanes, the shooting. 
 
00:09:00 We learned thd sounds of the dirrernt planes. The littl e girls next door , she 
couldn't speak, but she would point to the bombers. 
 
00:09:30 We didn't have shelters, but my father got wise to the ways of bombers. 
 
00:10:00 Our house was burned down when the whole town was burned, when the 
Germans were coming to occupy Poland. 
 
00:10:30 The Polish military burned the town. It was probably a good thing because when 
we came back, we found a big bomb hole there. 
 
00 ~ 00 The hole was where the house had stood. The fire was during the day, and 
people panicked because they didn't knpw what was going on. 
 
00 ~ 30 My parents were not home at the time. People were coming throuhg our town, 
running from their burning towns, and she was out giving people water to drink. 
 
00:12:00When our neighbours found out that we were home alone, they grab bed us and 
took us into their house. 
 
00:12:30 At first they thought it was gas, but then they learned it was fire. Where to run
- there was a rive in our town. 
 
00:13:00 People decided to get to the other side of the river. We walked a longn time. 
When it started getting dark, a farmer gave us some refreshment. 
 
00:13:30 My sister was younger and had to be carried. At the farmers, we could look 
back and see this inferno. 
 
00:14:00 At night, we headed back to the river to find my ~arents. It was chaos. Everyone 
was looking for someone, but we found them. They thought we wre dead becuase they had gone
back to the house and it was gone. 
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00:14:30 It was unbelievable when we found one another. The neighbour was Jewish. 
We lived in a close-knot Jewish neighborhood. I renember when i t was Friday 
nxgh~. 
 
00:15:00 My mother used to prepare            . We would take it to the neighbours who 
had a big oven. We used to bake challah. My mother used to make her own bread. 
 
00:15:30 Thursday was her night for baking - she used to stay up to all hours of the 
night. 
 
00:16:00 Q: What did you do back at the river? 
 

A: We started looking for people. When we got to the house, there was 
no place to stay. And we had few things. 
 

00:16:30 We had little clothing. We stayed with friends. As was the custom in 
Europe, the men nade all the decisions. So my father used to go out with the men. 
 
00:17:00 I guess I got ahead of mydself, because the Germans had already been there. 
 
00:17:30 The Germans were there, then the Russians came in, then the Germans came baak 
after the fire. That was bad because they beat a lot of people. 
 
00:18:00 They destroyed, they took things - it may have been before the fire. 
 
00:18:30 My father was mostly out. He told me that the Germans, for no reason at~all, 
would grab the beards of old Jewish men, and chop them off. 
 
00:19:00 Already they didn't like us. And the Polacks didn't like us much either. I 
remember walking to school on tippy-toes to not irritate anyone. 
 
OOL19:30 Being Jewish you learned to be careful. I remember, one of our neighbours 
was the neighborhood druggist and when we went in there, we had to bow. 
 
00:20:00 Curtsy. And he lived next door, his yard joined ours. I remember looking 
througb the fence at all the flowers, and envying him. 
 
00:20:30 It was not easy being Jewishin Poland. As kids we knew knew that. In school, 
they called us all kinds of names. 
 
00:21:00 The first time the Germans were in the town, my father was out and did not 
come back all day. 
 
00:21:30 He had been rounded up with a doxen men because some Polacks said they had 
seen Jews shooting a German. They were kined up against a wall, in front of a nig 
machine gun. 
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00:2i2:00 The men knew they would be shot, so they all ran, in different directions, 
and didn't get shot. But from we knew what it would be like if we stayed. 
 
00:22:30 There was a lot of shooting going on in town, and tanks. 
 
00:23:00 I was scared of the tanks - they were so bog and noisy. For a long time, I 
would be scared when I saw tanks in the movies. As a child, they represented fighting 
and w war. 
 
00:23:30 Food was scarce. The town was in chaos. We didn't know much about what 
was happening elsewhere; communications were not good. 
 
00:24:00 The Russians were not so violent against the Jews. That was our 
observance. 
 
00:24:30 There were meetings in town. We were told that Poland was going to be 
divided, and our area was going to be i n Germany. If we didn't want to stay, we could 
go to Russia, and they would provide for us. 
 
00:25:00 So they took us in a horse and wagon to the train. I had never been on a 
train before. 
 
00:25:00 They packed us into cattle cars, no windows, no seats. The doors were closed 
and that was it. 
 
00:25:30 They told us not to leave the train because we would cross the border and 
there might be shooting. I remember that one man did get shot when he left the train. 
 
00:25:30 We were transported to               near Kiev. We found out that a lot of 
Jews lived there. 
 
00:26:00 This was in '39. They gave us housing and the adult men got jobs, and I 
went to school. It was almost like a normal life. 
 
00:26:30 I have no memory of whether local Jewish people helped us to settle in. It was 
all done by the government. 
 
00:27:00 We had an aprtment, two rooms I think. My father worked in a leather factory, 
my mother in a bakery. We did that until 1942. 
 
00:27:30 I guess I was in the third grade, because I was about 10. I think you had to 
be in a higher grade to weaR THIS red scarf. 
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00:28:00 It makes you a junior communist. My older sister wore one of those. 
 
00:28:30 May 1 was a big deal. We did not march because our grade level was no~ 
involved. 
 
00:29:00 My sister rembmers that. 
 
00:29:30 People occasionally said things about Jews. But I was less uncomfortable 
about beong Jewish in Russian than in Poland. 
 
00:30:00 There were thousands of Polish Jews in Russia . 
 
00:30:30 The "bad" war didn't start until 1942, the war in Russia. 
 
00:31:00 Everything was rationed. We really didn't have a lot of clothing. 
 
00:31:30 There wasn't much to buy. And for the basics, bread, potatoes, milk, there 
was alwaays a long line. 
 
00:32:00 The ration card was for one day. You quickly learned that you had to live 
from day to day. 
 
00:32:30 My older sister was a go-getter. Whenever anything had to be done, she was out 
in front. 
 
00:33:00 She would go and stand in line. I don't know if children could enter the store, 
or if my mother stepped into her place to do the buying. 
 
00:33:30 It was hard on my mother. She had not worked outside the home in Poland. But 
in Russia, women do, even today. 
 
00:34:00 She did a man's job in the bakery and worke d long hours. I don't think my 
education was worth much. 
 
00:34:30 It was hard starting in a new school with a new language. But kids pick up 
languages pretty quickly. 
 
00:35:00 It was hard in school with children who learned the language early. Our 
basic language was yiddish. 
 
00:35:30 We only studied one year of Polish. But we all learned Russian pretty well. 
 
00:36:00 I think the Russian teachers took that into consideration. Its funny, but I 
remember the Polish school more than the Russian. I think the Polish teachers were more 
strict. 
 
00:36:30 There, they would look at your ears, and hands. If there was dirt on your hands, 
there would be a "knack" with the ruler. If a boy had dirty ears, he would be pulled out 
to wash. 
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00:37:00 I tried very hard and I must have done allright because there were no complaints.
Then Russia was invaded and Kiev was bombed. 
 
00:37:30 So then we had to run. Further into Russia. My husband thinks it was 
southeast. 
 
00:38:00 We went by train and by foot. We didn't have much money then and we 
couldn't a~ways buy a ticket. 
 
00:38:30 We would try to stay in small villages rather than in cities because the 
cities would be bombed more. The people were very nice to those who came in because 
of the war. 
 
00:39:00 We always stayed with Russian families. We would work on the farm for room and 
board. We didn't go to school. This was survival time. 
 
00:39:30 We did mostly farm work. On the other tape, I didn't mention that we had to 
pick worms from cabbage. 
 
00:40:00 We were living on a kolkhoz . 
 
00:40:30 Each day we would have to appear at a field. along with the Russians, were given 
a bucket of some power, and we would use a cup and spray the cabbage. 
 
00:41:00 We went row by row, until the end of the field. And we had ti pick the 
worksout of the heads of cabbage as we went along. At the end of the field, there 
were big barrels where we would dump the worms. 
 
00:41:30 Long green worms. To this day I am terri~fied byt worms. I don't know 
what was done with them when the barrels were filled. 
 
00:42:00 We worked until suneset or longer. Everyone was assigned a certain amount to do, 
and you just stayed until you finished./ 
 
00:47:30 my sister would rush and finish her work so that she could come around and 
help me with mine 
 
00:48:00 It was totally unorganized. It just depended on where you ended up. And the 
Russians took us in in exchange for work. 
 
00:48:30 I remember,in the summer, we would go around and collect cow droppings when they 
were dry, and bring it to a bog whole in a burlap bad. The farmer would then make brick 
from it. 
 
00:49:00 It was used for fuel. I also had to collect the geese, and at the end of the 
day, shoo them back to the barn. It was wuite an education. 
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00:49:30 The war was some distance from these villages. But there was a drought and 
we had to move on. I think it was to the Caucas~s~. 
 
00:50:00 We ended up in the Urals. We were in Baku, in Azerbajan, though I didn't know 
where Baku was at that time. 
 
00:50:30 During the time we were going from place to place, it was hard. We had no 
money, no food, nothing. We would try to hold up in train stations. 
 
00:51:00 They would throw us out. We would try to get ontrains, which were all military. 
 
00:51:30 Civilians couldn'tget on milit~ary trains. You needed passes to travel, in 
Russia, but we couldn't get them. 
 
00:52:00 I remember we were stuck in one place for weeks. We traded whatever we had, 
clothing, shoes, to get some bread. We would try to get on any train that came into 
the station. 
 
00:53:00 Everyone get angry at everyone else. My older sister, she would try to get the 
train. 
 
00:53:30 She was pretty, about 16 at the time. She was a blond. She could have gotten on 
the train without us - the soldiers would offer to take her with them. 
 
00:54:00 We were starving, freezing and being eaten up by lice. 
 
00:54:30 My sister didn't see a way out from there and she was going to kill herself. 
 
00:55:00 She was going to throw herself under the next train that came, but my mother 
stopped her. We decided to climb on the roof of the next train that came along because se 
thought we were going to die there. 
 
00:55:30 So we climbed up between the cars, it was a passenger train, and we hung on to 
the events, and rode for hours and this was winter time. 
 
00:56:00 We got off at the next station. I think we got the idea from seeing other people 
riding on top. There we got another train and went on. 
 
00:56:30 We had no idea what was going on in the rest of the world. Somehow, we got 
picked up by authorities. 
 
00:57:30 We ended up in Baku. i think the authorities were rounding up people like 
us, refugees. 
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00:58:00 So they took us to Baku, on the beach, where we waited for a boat to take us to 
Krasnigorsk (ph) across the Caspian Sea. 
 
00:58:30 We were given rations because we were wards of the government. Everyone was 
sick. It was warm now. 
 
00:59:00 We were threre about two weeks. Everyone had malaria. But we survived. 
 
00:59:30 It was a small boat. but there were at least 500 people on it. Thetrip was to 
last one day, so there was no food and water, but it lasted three days. 
 
01;00:00 My younger sister was very ill, dying. My mother walked around, begging for food 
for her. I don't remember whether she got any, but the rest of us didn't eat for three 
days. 
 
01:00:30 I remember I had to go to the bathroom, but you couldn't walk because there were 
people seated everywhere. 
 
01:01:00 So they haded me from person to person, in the line for the bathroom, until I got
there. 
 
01:01:30 The reason it took so long was that there was shooting between the boats. And 
there were planes fighting above. There were American planes. 
 
01:02:00 It was just part of life, the planes there, shooring at each other, plames 
exploding. Later, in this country, I wouldsee movies about things like that. 
 
01:02:30 There were Germans and Americans, and I suppose Russians. 
 
01:03:00 Because of all the fighting, we couldn;t get to the other side, and we were 
just sitting in the middle of the sea. 
 
01"03:30 We arroved. finally, at night, half dead. 
 
01:04:00 Russian civilians met the board with tins of hot soup and bread. They saved 
our lives. And we were transpoted somewhere else. 
 
01:04:30 We were put in buildings, like barracks, and each family was given some room 
there. 
 
01:05:00 There were coal mines there, and the men were put to work in the mines. Some 
of the younger women too. It was real hard. I think that was why we were rounded up. 
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01:05:30 These people were not trained to work in coal mines. So there was talk of 
escape. 
 
01:06:00                 END OF TAPE I 
 
01:06:00 About 25 or 30 people escaped, but we were picked up. 
 
01:06:30 My sister thought maybe they looked the other way when we escaped because they 
had bigger problems, but I don;t think so. 
 
01:07:00 I remember we were in coal cars, or between cattle cars and we would make 
our way that way. 
 
01:07:30 We were sent to Siberia. Again, a bog room, with bunk beds, everyone in the 
same room, and it was cold. 
 
01;08:00 We didn't work. I don;t know why they brought us there. It was as though they 
just wanted us out of the way. We decided to leave Russia, They were bad. 
 
01:08:30 I know we were always hungry. On one of our escapes 
 
01:09:00 we came into this deserted village, and we were stuck there. It seemed were 
always ending up someplace that was difficult to leave.. We had to do a lot of walking. 
 
01:09:30 We had to look in the fields that had been harvested. I remember once we found a 
bag of corn meal, and that was our only nourishment. 
 
01:10:00 My mother wouldl cook up one cup of grain and a pot of water and that is 
what we had for the day. 
 
01:10:30 My mother was very ill. We all had swollen stomachs. We decided we had to 
leave. My mother wanted us to leave without her because she would hold us up. 
 
01 ~ 00 We carred her and walked to the next town, where we met up with others. We often 
travelled only at might so we would not be caught. 
 
01 ~ 30 And that's the way we made it across the country until Siberia, where my older~ 
sister was placed in a school. 
 
01:12:00 It was a school to teach trades to people who were too young for the army, boys 
and girls. And they were fed. 
 
01:12:30 Bread and soup was all they had. She got every tenth day off and would come 
and visit. 
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01:13:00 There were a lot of Russian-born there too, not just Jewish refugees. My 
sister used to save up her rations. 
 
01:13:30 My sister said that she used to go for the soup, where it was made because the 
other kids didn't like to do it, because it was so cold, but she would go so she could get
extra food for us. 
 
01:14:00 She was learning to be a welder. One day I decided I wanted to go too. I was 
too old, but I had no papers, so they couldn't prove anything. 
 
01:14:30 It was so cold, I fainted on the way. I came to in some kind of restaurant, 
where they were feeding me hot soup. I froze a leg and to this day, I have trouble 
with the toes. 
 
-1:15:00 The school took me in, and I earned my keep. I studied welding too, and when we 
were finished, they put us out on a job. 
 
01:15:30 We worked on pipe in the ground. My husband says I can always earn a living 
welding (laughs). We weren't paid but I think we were given some kind of uniform to 
wear. 
 
01:16:00 We were not paid, but we were given food and housing. Conditions were better 
there. 
 
01:16:30 We were given bread and soup, and every tenth day we had off. 
 
01:17:00 My parents had it bad - cold, no food, dirty. When i think back, it reminds 
me of street people. 
 
01:17:30 They had rags around their feet, and rags for clothes. We had warm coats that 
the Russians use. 
 
01:18:00 I remember when we had to go for the soup, it was so cold, cheels would get 
white. We had to carry these big contain~ers with soup for the whole school. 
 
01:18:30 We were always just steps ahead of the Germans. We were sent there by the 
Russian authorities. 
 
01:19:00 We decided we didn't want to live their for the rest of our lives, so we 
headed back to Poland. The war wasn;t over yet; we encountered a lot of bombing. 
 
01:19:30 We were sitting in a forest with the bullets whistling by. We travelled by 
train when we could. 
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01:20:00 We returned to Polabd, but not to our home town. We hoped that if we 
survived the war, we could come to America. 
 
01:20:30 It took us about six months to get back to Poland. We were very lucky we 
didn't get caught, because we would have been sent back for good. 
 
01:21:00 We were worse off becuase we were travelling through the war area. Lots of train 
rides, walking, and lying around in remote areas. 
 
01:21:30 We were on one train for so long, it seemed like weeks. We seemed to be living on
the train. 
 
01:22:00 When the train stopped, people would get off and look for food in the fields. 
Sometimes the train would stay overnight. 
 
01:22:30 Ome time, we had a little rice, and people were cooking near the train. My father
got off to cook the rice and the train started up. We thought we wouldn't see my father. 
 
01:23:00 But he caught up with us somehow. Then we came to Poland, a town named 
 

. 
 

)1:23:30 There were a lot of refugees there. We had a lot of help from the Red Cross. 
 
01:24:00 It must have been Russian territory, because there was no Poland. By this time, 
my sister was 18 and she got married there. I think she got married after the war. 
 
01:24:30 He was a widower with a child, and they had another child. We were put up in 
homes, or apartments, something like that. 
 
01:25:00 We were there when the war ended. There was quite a celebration. 
 
01:25:30 Then we found out a lot of things that had been going on, about the 
concentration camps and the people who died. We were thankful we didn't have to go 
through that. 
 
01:26:00 My brother-in-law found out that his wife died with a young baby. 
 
01:26:30 She had been living underground with about 20 people in a bunker, and baby was 
always crying, so she left and was caught. The people went out only at night because the 
Polish people were notorious for turning in Jews. 
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01:27:00 After that, we went to Austria, to a Displaced Persons camp. 
 
01:27:30 In Austria, we were in the American Zone, and it was like heaven. 
 
01:28:00 We were in two-story buildings, with a courtyard in front. And we were given 
Care packages weekly. I'll never forget that. 
 
01:28:30 We got clothing in Care packages. I remember once a week we would go into 
these buildings and get our Care packages. It was a holiday. 
 
01:29:00 We got milk and meat, which we didn't have all the time we were moving around. 
 
01:29:30 We went to~chool. We didn't have any books, but the te~achers would 
dictat~e, and we would go home and study. The teachers were refugees, and one of them 
knew a little English, so we studied English. 
 
01:30:00 We were there from 1945 to 49, soa lot of people took private lessons. I took 
piano and voice. 
 
01:30:30 It didn't last very long. My friend and I signed up for the Bruckner 
Conservatory in Lintz,which was nearby, and we didn't tell them we were Jews. 
 
01:31:00 We just heard too many thins about Jews so we dropped out. Even when I came 
here, I was reluctant to tell people that I was Jewish. 
 
01:31:30 We just h~rd too many jokes about Jews. 
 
01:32:00 We had a room, my sister and her husband and child had a room, and his father 
and daughter had a room. We shared the kitchen and bathroom. But we had plumbing. 
 
01:32:30 From their, we were in tough with our relatives in Brooklyn, and they 
started the procedure for out entry into the U.S. 
 
01:33:00 It took all that time to get here. My sister and her husband got here before 
we did. 
 
01:33:30 They were very strict onhealth matters. We had to be free of communicable 
diseases. I remember we had to go to Salzb~rg for certain tests. 
 
01:34:00 Finally, in February 1949, we made the trip, the four of us - mother father, 
younger sister and myself. 
 
01:34:30 Marine Tiger was the name of the ship, and we had a hard time of it. But knowing 
where we going, we didn't mind being sick. 
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01:35:00 A lot of the people were like us, refugees. we were happy to be going to the 
golden country. Some of the people in the camp earned money, I don't know how, 
 
01:35:30 I wanted a new coat, and I bought some material and a tailor made me a coat. I 
wanted to make a good impression. I knew English, and I thought I knew real good 
English. 
 
01:36:00 I had had private lessons from two instructors. 
 
01:36:30 I remember writing letters to my cousins in Brooklyn and they were so proud 
of me they sent me a dollar each time. 
 
01:37:00 They sent me nylons, and I was the only person in the camp with nylons. The 
ship docked in the morning and all the people were waiting for us. 
 
01:37:00 One of the cousins was named Camil. 
 
01:37:30 I used to admire Americans in the camp, I thought they were gods. 
 
01:38:00 I walked up to a group of people and said, "Excuse me," - the English I learned 
was with a British accent. 
 
01:38:00 I asked them if they knew a person named Charles Camil. It was a terrible mistake
because New York is so large. 
 
01:38:30 But I practiced my English. And we met them. 
 
01:40:00 Reminisces about the meeting. 
 
01:40:30 The had a party for us at Charles Camil's house, I worked for him - he had 
a tie factory. My father needed surgery then and could not work. 
 
01:41:00 I worked because I was the older of the two girls. My mother couldn't work 
because she was ill. 
 
01:41:30 So I supported the family for a year. 
 
01:42:00 I stuck the lining in the tie. 
 
01:42:30 My father had his surgery and recovered, but it was hard with all the new things.
 
01:43:00 We had to share the apartment with an old man, and after a while, I was earning 
money, and we moved. 
 
01:43:30 Because of him and other reasons. 
 
01:44:00 My sister's husband's family was in Ohio, so they moved to Columbus after they 
arrived in New York. 
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01:44:30 My younger sister lives on Long Island, with four children. She's divorced. 
 
01:45:00 Both parentsare dead. 
 
01:45:00 Bob is my second husband. I was married in Brooklyn an we moved to Columbus. 
 
01:45:30 I was divorced later and have two children. 
 
01:46;00 I was divorced in 1969, moved to California in 1972, was marred in 1973. 
 
01:46:30 Moved in 1985 when husband's firm was bought up and he had to move here to keep 
his job. 
 
01:47:00 I would orefer to live in California, because the children and 
grandshildren are there. But my huasband loves Arizona and its an easier life 
here. 
 
01:47:30 We go out there about every two months. They all live in the Los Angeles area. 
 
01:48:00 Have taken trips to California and around Arizona aince husband has retired. 
 
01:48:30 Gives names and ages of grand~hildren. 
 
01:49:00 Continues with geneology. 
 
01:49:30 Continues with her children. 
 
01:50:00 Her son hopes to move to Arizona. 
 
01:50:30 Q: With all that has happened in Europe, do you think this atrocity could happen 
again? 
 

A: That fear has never left me. 
 

01:51:00 There are a lot of things happening in even in this country with the skin 
heads, and painting swastikas on temple walls - it happened to ours - it makes me 
very sad. 
 
01:51~30 It makes you think that if these thins can happen in this country, where is 
it safe for a Jew? But a lot more people are speaking out about the Holocaust. 
 
01:52:00 We have a friend in California, he was waught up in Holland and was put into 
a concentration camp even though he was American. He has written a book and lectures. 
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Killbough - 15 
 
01:54:30 There's a woman right here who has written a book about her experience. It s 
importamt because the survivors are not going to be here much longer. 
 
01:55:00 Its a wonderful thing you are doing. 
 

Thank you. 
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