
Gertrude Klinger, whose parents’ names were Malka and Hellman Gruby (?), had three 
brothers, Victor, Sam and Paul. As a Jew, she could not attend the local Polish public school and 
had little schooling before coming to the U.S. Her father was wealthy, owning a factory and 
land. Almost immediately after the German invasion, problems began for her family. Her oldest 
brother was picked up in a general sweep not to be seen until after the war. Her father was 
jailed and beaten along with other fathers, and forced to sign promises to the SS to bring all 
their valuable and money to the authorities.   
 
A few days after surrendering their valuables and her father still recovering, the SS came, beat 
the family, forcing the children into the street in their pajamas along with their neighbors. The 
SS then SS marched them away (her parents remained behind due to his previous injuries), 
escorted by an orchestra in front and in back. Stragglers were killed. Her older brother 
successfully convinced her and her other brother to escape as it turned dark. They ended up in 
Skidel, Belarus, where they found refuge in a synagogue. They moved on to Bialystok where 
their parents located them in an unexplained way. While continuing to flee, they were betrayed 
by some Poles whom they had paid for transit, and turned in. Again, her brother organized their 
escape, though they were captured by the Russians while hiding in the woods. The Russians 
sent them by train to Siberia, where they remained in a work camp for five years. Conditions 
were difficult but not brutal. 
 
Upon their release after the war, they returned to their hometown. Poles had assumed control 
of their house, and they were made to feel unwelcome and afraid. They departed without 
recovering any assets. No one from her mother’s side had survived the war. 
 
The family went for Salzburg via train staying in a Displaced Persons camp, until they (her 
parents, one brother and herself) were able to gain entry into New Orleans U.S. through the 
efforts of her father’s daughter from a previous marriage. Gertrude cared for her parents, who 
had trouble adjusting to the new language, by doing factory sewing piece work in San Antonio 
where she lived in her step-sister’s (sic) home. Later, her brother was able to go to Chicago 
where they joined him in 1950 for 17 years. She married there after a year and bore two 
daughters and a son.   
 
 
 
Note: The recording is garbled at the beginning with 18 seconds that are indecipherable.  
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