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Summary 
 
(As the interviewer starts by stating that Mr. Kopiec should continue with his narrative, there may 
have been an earlier segment that was not provided.)  
 
This segment starts with Michael Kopiec, an apparent Polish citizen who had fought in the Polish 
army against the Germans, explaining that he returned to his home in the (unnamed) ghetto in 
April, 1942. His mother advised him that his father and nine others had been arrested in 1941 with 
demands for a 5 million mark ransom. He wasn’t sure if any ransom was ever paid, but he said that 
his father was taken to Tarov (Tarnow) and shot.  
 
Michael was taken as part of a work gang to build a military airfield at Yoshunka (?). Treatment 
was harsh. Michael unsuccessfully begged for mercy on behalf of female prisoners who were 
ordered shot for fraternizing with German soldiers. Ultimately, only 40 men returned to the ghetto 
from the 200 person work gang. Later, when Michael’s brother, mother and five sisters were on a 
work detail, a Gestapo commander told the brother and four oldest girls they could return, but 
that his mother and youngest daughter would be sent to a camp. The other sisters chose to join 
their mother and sister rather than separate; they were all sent to Treblinka.  
 
On May 25th, he married within the ghetto. In mid-summer, 1943, he and his wife were sent to a 
camp Scwebine (?), near Yaskov (?), inhabited by about 5-6000 Jews. Random executions were 
frequent. In Autumn, he and his wife were sent to Auschwitz. He was pulled out of line to the gas 
chamber by claiming to be a carpenter without knowing the fate of his wife. Labor was hard and 
brutal. He met Ludwig Wörl who provided him medicine that saved his life. 
 
In January, 1945 while being transferred back to Germany ahead of Russian forces, he jumped 
from a train, along with two teenage boys, and hid in a forest until they found refuge in a village 
until the Russians came. He then went to Gilwice, Poland with the two boys where his wife had 
been born, but she wasn’t there. The Russians detained until he could confirm that he was Jewish, 
since he’d stolen clothes that confused his identity. He then volunteered for service against the 
Germans and was sent to the Katowice branch of the Polish Secret Service. One of his deeds there 
was to arrange the execution of Polish family of five who had killed a Jew for his valuables earlier 
in the war.  
 
He then found his wife, but concealed her presence so she wouldn’t be targeted by the Polish 
resistance. She convinced him to stop exacting revenge and they escaped to Czechoslovakia, and 
eventually to Prague for two weeks, then on to Karlsbad, still with the two boys. One boy joined 
his brothers in France. He helped some other refugees return to their homes, but his memories 
were too tragic for him to consider returning to his.  
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He came to the U.S. through unstated means. His wife had two sons and two daughters. One is a 
gynecologist. Michael worked as an x-ray technician and put his children through college. 
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