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Summary 

 
Judith (Simon) Lederman, born June 29, 1924 in Cluj, Romania was able to reach two years of 
high school before combined German-Hungarian forces invaded her area in 1943. She had been 
an only child, whose parents’ names were Rosie and Gary. Her father was a tailor. 
 
She and her parents were sent to a ghetto outside the city, after which they were sent to 
Auschwitz by railcar. Separated from her father, whom she never saw again, her mother and 
she worked together in the camp until her mother was sent to the gas chambers at age 46. 
Judith’s apparel was limited to a single dress originally to her ankle, but it became ever shorter 
as she had to use a piece of the dress each time to clean herself after using the toilet.  
 
Shortly thereafter Judith was sent to a factory in Germany where the conditions were “not too 
bad.” For a while, she served as a maid to a female SS officer. She and others were moved to 
Bergen-Belsen in advance of the Russian approach, but there she was liberated by English and 
Hungarian soldiers. She was hospitalized in Lübeck weighing 75 lbs. and subsequently moved to 
Sweden by the Swedish Red Cross. She worked in a slacks factory in Borås for 2.5 years.  
 
Judith wrote to her aunt (mother’s sister) in the Bronx, who sent her money and clothes. In 
Sweden, she met her husband who had survived the war in Poland. They married in 1948 while 
visiting her husband’s relatives in Paris, France. There, she bore two daughters (Rosette and 
Elian) before coming to the U.S. in 1955, and then she had her son (Gary) in 1959.       
 
In the United States, she and her husband had a number of ventures including a tailor shop, 
cleaning service, and a candy store for eleven years. They moved to Phoenix to improve her 
husband’s asthma.   
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