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00:00 He was born in 1920 in Lublin, Poland. His parents 
 are Abraham and Hanah. He has three sisters: Franya, 
 Zorsha and Genya. His father was a tailor. They had a 
 good life in Lublin. His father was respected, and had 
 many customers. Lublin had approximately 145,000 people, 
 of which about 40,000 were Jews. He went to Polish 
 public school. He was in his fourth year of high school 
 when the war started; his two older sisters were also in 
 school at that time. There was a strong feeling of 
 antisemitism in Poland at that time; even his father~s 
 customers exhibited it. Lublin is in Poland, it was not 
 Russian. 
 
04:00 Hitler invaded in the Fall of 1939. The Wehrmacht set up 
 a Judenrat. First, all the Jews were rounded up and put 
 in a stadium, where they were kept for a few days with no 
 food or water. Then, one by one, they were allowed to 
 return to their homes. When the Wehrmacht moved forward, 
 they were replaced by a new administration. There was 
 the gendarmerie, and then the SS and the Gestapo. The 
 Jews had lived in a ~ghetto~ before the SS came. All the 
 Jews were made to live in the ghetto after the SS came; 
 the ghetto was not surrounded by wire or anything, but 
 the Jews had to live within certain streets. 
 
08:00 His family was fortunate; they worked for the Gestapo as 
 tailors. They lived outside the ghetto, on the main 
 street; they had papers that meant nobody could touch 
 them because they were the Gestapo~s ~people.~ The rest 
 of the people in the ghetto had freedom to leave. The 
 Jews were taken all over as work commandos. At first, 
 food could still be bought on the streets. Later, the 
 Gestapo gave the family food. The ghetto existed until 
 1942, when it was evacuated to the Midanig concentration 
 camp. There was also a Midanig work camp, where his 
 family and other Jews who worked for the Germans were 
 kept. This was how things were until the Germans decided 
 Lublin should be Judenfrei. 
 
12:00 Even when it was decided that Lublin must be Judenfrei, 
 three hundred Jews were sent to a prison to continue 
 working for the Germans. This prison was an old Polish 
 castle. Life was livable; they were given the same food 
 as the prisoners at the prison, and the Germans sometimes 
 gave them extra rations. Then, when the Russians came 
 too close to Lublin, the Jews at the prison were 
 separated again. About 25-30 were put on a German 
 truck and taken to Radom. He had his family - his 
 parents, sisters, cousins and even some of his father's 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 old employees - with him still. At Radom, he first 
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realized what a concentration camp was. They were given striped 
uniforms and forced to work, but even there they were somewhat 
protected by the Gestapo. 
  

16:00 When the Russians reached Lublin, the Germans sent the Jews at Radom to 
Aushwitz. At Aushwitz, the women and the old men were left, and they didn't hear from 
them again. He and his father were taken to Germany, he thinks to Weihingle, near 
Stuttgart. Weihingle was a working camp, but it was like a death camp, because people 
died every day, and every day more people were brought there. Even there, they were 
lucky, because the German commander was a former customer of his father's, and so they 
set up a tailor shop there and worked for the Germans. They were exempted from going 
out to work. 
  
19:00 He didn't really want to talk about the other people of Lublin, because he was so 
lucky working for the Germans. He knew what happened to the rest of the Jews of Lublin 
at Midanig; he was able to walk on the streets of the town, and he had to wear the 
Jewish armband, so he knew what was going on. They were transported to Radom in a German 
truck by a German driver. They were taken from Radom to Aushwitz in a cattle car. At 
Aushwitz, they were all on the ramp, and the women and old people were separated. Then, 
a train came from Lodz, and they watched as the Germans unloaded the people from Lodz. 
They later learned that the people from Lodz were taken straight to the crematoriums. 
When they got to Weihingle, they were immediately separated out by the commander, who 
was his father~s former customer. The rest of the people at Weihingle didn't understand 
why they were separated, but they explained why. He's not sure of the dates, but later 
they were taken to another camp in Germany. This was near the end of the war. 
  
24:00 They were then told that they were being taken to Switzerland to be 
exchanged for German POW's. They were working in a field when a German soldier 
came up to them and told them that they were free to go. They immediately ran into 
the woods. They liberated themselves. They spent a few days looking for food. Then 
they came upon trucks with stars on them; they assumed they were American. They 
were American and French. They realized that they were really free. 
  
26:00 The troops gave them food, but they were still fighting the war; all the towns 
were not yet occupied. They only contacted people to get food. They knew that one sister 
was still alive, because when they were in the prison near Lublin, they saw her through 
a window, standing at the bottom of the hill that the prison was on. They found out that 
Lublin had been liberated by the Russians. They found the sister, and she told them that 
after the 
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day she had seen them, all the Jews in the prison had been killed; she 
had seen the blood coming down the hill. She wanted to go into the 
prison, but someone who knew what was going on told her that her father 
and brother had been taken away before the rest of the Jews were 
killed. His mother, another sister, and a cousin also survived. His 
uncles and the third sister (he twice says "daughter" when he is 
referring to his sisters) died, probably of malnutrition and 
exhaustion. They weren't taken to the crematorium, there was no 
crematorium at the camps. 
  

29:00 There was a crematorium at Midanig; when he went outside while at the Midanig work 
camp, he and his friends could smell the smoke from the crematorium and they knew what 
was going on. They returned to Lublin in order to find his sister. When walking in the 
town, he could feel his hair standing on end. They stayed with the family that had 
provided his sister with papers; she now had a husband and a baby. They did not want to 
stay in Lublin. They left through Czechoslovakia, then Austria and on into Germany. In 
Germany, they found out that his mother, other sister, and cousin were alive and were in 
Sweden. They got in contact through the Red Cross. They were very fortunate to have 
survived with the family, the mother and father, son and two daughters still alive. The 
youngest daughter died in the camps. They were fortunate, because the Germans for whom 
they worked allowed them to bury her in the Jewish way in a cemetery. 
  
32:00 The cemetery was in Lublin; it no longer exists. They went to Sweden to be with 
the rest of the family. He worked in a factory, and there he met his wife. They moved 
to Paris, France, where he learned his trade, which he had also learned from his 
father in bits and pieces during the war. They lived in Paris for nine to ten years. 
When things became very difficult economically, they left for the U.S. They had 
family that had left German straight to the U.S., and this family helped them get 
their papers. They came to the U.S. in 1956. 
  
34:00 In America, they first lived with a cousin. He got a job in a factory in his trade. 
Then they were able to get an apartment of their own. They raised their family in the 
U.S. They had two daughters, both born in Paris, and a son, born in the U.S. The son is 
now an officer with Wells Fargo in L.A. He thinks such an atrocity could happen again, 
and that the Jews must stick together to show themselves and the rest of the people of 
the world. Such an atrocity could happen to the Jews or someone else; it could start 
somewhere else and spread all over. 
  
36:00 He doesn't want to go into much more detail; and is too painful, and he doesn't 
think it will help anybody. He 
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only went over the top part of what happened to him. His father was 
beaten, he was beaten. They would be beaten if the Gestapo didn~t like 
an alteration or if they were in a bad mood. From the way he told his 
story, he thinks it sounds as if he had it easy, but that's not really 
so. They lived under fear all the time. They had to go into the 
Gestapo~s offices to pick things up, etc., and they saw and heard what 
was being planned for the Jewish people and the Polish people and 
politically. In hindsight, they were very lucky, but at the time, they 
never knew what would happen next to them. They didn't live from day to 
day but from hour to hour. 
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