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Note: the recording begins with garbling obscured opening comments. 
 
Summary 

 
Sarah Borg Marwick, whose parents were Aaron Chevi (?) and Ethel Boymal (?) Chevi, had two 
brothers, Maurice and Jack. Born in Warsaw, she left in 1939 at age five. She describes the first 
German bombing of Warsaw in detail. The family found temporary housing after their 
apartment was bombed, but soon her father suggested that the family leave along the family of 
Sarah’s aunt, who was her mother’s sister. Her aunt’s husband was her father’s brother; two 
brothers had married two sisters.  
 
The aunt declined so Sarah’s family went alone to Żyrardów, where the family had an orchard 
business stemming from her paternal grandfather. Facing tensions with local Poles, her father 
decided to leave since without their home, they had little for which to stay. His siblings, whose 
houses had not been destroyed, felt no similar pressure and therefore remained. Ultimately, 
unfortunately so, Sarah remarked. They traveled towards the Russian sector near the River Bug 
and crossed over near Spring, 1940. A friendly, local family took them in overnight and put 
them on a train ending in Brest-Litovsk, where they were housed in a synagogue.  
 
A German delegation set up a booth in the town square to encourage Jews to return to Poland. 
Just after their cousin was accepted just ahead of them in line, the officials stopped the process, 
saying the quota was filled; they never saw their cousin after the war, presuming he died. 
Russian officials then issued them five-year passports to begin their assimilation into Russia. 
Her father refused a passport believing that the war would end sooner allowing him to return 
to Poland. Based on that refusal, Russian officials labeled her father an “enemy-of-the-state”, 
forcing them into hiding, until they were caught and sent north to Körma near the Finnish 
border populated by prisons and work camps.  
 
When her father resisted the encouragement of local authorities to remain, the family left but 
was unable to proceed beyond the banks of a frozen river for three months. Once the thaw 
came, her family (the only Jews) and other Poles were sent to Alma-Ata, Kazakhstan, and then 
relocated to a rural area nearby, where the living was much more difficult. The local populace 
was hoping for the arrival of the Germans as they were unhappy under Russian rule. Near the 
end of 1942, though her father tried to enlist in Polish forces sent to fight with the British in 
Palestine, as a Jew, he was refused and instead sent to a forced labor camp.  
 
Her mother was able to arrange passage to a city, Shü, 50 km away. Sarah said this was the 
worst with crowded conditions and little food. When Sarah contracted tuberculosis, her father 
obtained a two-week furlough from the camp. To relieve her mother’s burden, he brought one 
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of her brothers back to the camp where, as a shoemaker, his conditions were more tolerable 
than the forest laborers. Her mother had long been getting weaker and died on March 27, 
1944, not quite 31 years old.  
 
Sarah, despite her young age, knew how to read and write. She wrote her father of the 
situation resulting in his release in May. Shortly afterward, she was hospitalized with various 
illnesses. When she recovered and returned to her father, he had re-married to a woman with 
one child. The step-mother openly despised Sarah and persecuted her in multiple ways. His 
father and new wife had a child in 1945 and they all stayed there until May, 1946 when they all 
returned to Poland. Advised against trying to reclaim their property, the family went on to 
Stettin (Szscecin) in the Russian sector. All the children were placed in a kibbutzim to increase 
their chances of favorable transfer.  
 
Late in 1946, the children tried to travel to Berlin with the Haganah, but were denied, as Jews, 
transit to the American sector by the Russians. Returned to the Poles, they were confined to 
tight, harsh quarters where about forty of the children died. The Haganah reclaimed them, and, 
once recuperated, brought them to Czechoslovakia. Sarah’s father found his children there, but 
left them in the care of a “children’s center” in Rosenheim, Bavaria. 
 
In 1947, as Sarah and her brothers were preparing to be smuggled out to Israel, her father 
appeared again and brought them home (Warsaw?). Her step-mother denied Sarah her 
schooling and made her a nanny to the children. After a beating from her step-mother, her 
father took her and her brothers to a displaced persons camp in Bergen-Belsen leaving them 
there until the camp closed in 1949. Her father re-claimed her and her brother, but left again 
immediately for Cologne due to her step-mother’s hostility.  
 
In 1951, the entire family was admitted to the United States, stopping first at the Alma Hotel in 
Chicago. She met her husband at the hotel and married in 1952. Her husband and father died in 
1981, but she has since re-married.          
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