
Leon (née Yitlanski?) Nelson, was born in 1910 in Mulaka, Poland, and had four brothers (Israel, 
Yitzhak, Abraham, Ishmael) and three sisters. His father was named Moltok, his mother, Malka; 
they ran a dairy farm and business.  
 
Leon went to regular elementary school for four years, then four years to a yeshiva. He then 
chose to be a shoemaker. He married in 1928. In 1939, the Germans sent him to a labor camp 
for two years while his wife and children stayed at home. In 1941, the Nazis dispersed the 6000 
prisoners to other camps; he returned home in 1942 until Nov. 17 when the Gestapo sent him 
and his family to Auschwitz. His parents and siblings had been sent to Treblinka a few days 
earlier. During the transfer, his son was beaten to death by a guard (he shows a picture). On 
arrival, his family was sent directly to the gas chamber. Prior to their transfer, the Nazis had told 
them that they were being resettled to Madagascar.  
 
Leon’s tatoo number was 76482. The factory to which he was assigned was between Birkenau 
and Auschwitz, which he says afforded him the opportunity to personally witness multiple 
brutalities, such as the nighttime burnings of live people and children in pits of wood and 
gasoline in nearby fields before they built the crematoria. Before his work assignment, Leon 
had been selected for the gas chamber, but escaped through a sewer opening. Upon his 
recapture, a German officer called him out of a group heading back to the chamber to make 
boots for the SS and other Germans, thus twice barely escaping the chamber. His treatment 
(food and conditions) were a little better than most other prisoners.  
 
On February 22, 1945, he was send to Nordhausen concentration camp and then on to Bergen-
Belsen around March 1. On April 15, General Montgomery’s troops liberated the camp. A camp 
doctor then confessed that a mass poisoning of the prisoners’ bread ration had been planned 
for two days later. Leon chose to return to Mulaka, arriving 6 weeks later, traveling for a while 
with massive amounts of confiscated German currency.  
 
He describes numerous examples of helpful Russian assistance in helping the Jews recover in 
Mulaka. He remained there a year, accompanied by a nephew, one of his only known family 
survivors. He met and married his second wife in Mulaka. He had one son, named Fred Nelson. 
They then moved to various places and DP camps: Berlin, Dusseldorf and, finally, Munich.  
Ultimately, an affluent uncle from St. Louis arranged Leon’s U.S. immigration, settling in Kansas 
City for 37 years, setting up his own shoemaking shop. When visiting Israel, he visited David 
Ben-Gurion whose family he knew in Mulaka. He has made arrangements to try to die in Israel 
when the time comes.  
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