
UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 
 
PHOENIX 
 
ROITMAN HY 
 
Born - March 15, 1904 in Russia, Yenonekee 
 
Lived here 20 yrs. Attended public school, Hebrew school, Shul, 
High school. Spoke Russian, Jiddish. 
 
Remembered first World War 1918 - Occupied by Lithuania. Left when 
under Russian dictatorship so to speak until 1925. 
 
Life under Rumanian dictatorship - not too bad. 
Was better than when they lived in Soviet Union. 
Father - Sincha Roitman - Handled clay (?) 
Mother - Moshana 
2 sisters and 3 brothers, all in the U.S.  On in the Ukraine. 
Live very comfortably. Went to gymnasium in Odessa until 16. Until 
after the war broke out. Attended 8th grade. Then went back home. 
Area occupied by _____ and couldn't go back. 1925 - was supposed 
to go to Univ. but difficult for a Jew to get so father sent him 
to France, Paris to study Pharmacy. Father financially able to 
send him to France but when there he was supposed to work. He 
worked in factories, gas stations, and also attended school. Lived 
in Paris 22 yrs. Couldn't leave, no money. Caught by Hitler who 
occupied France 1939. Had to wear Star of David. In Lithuania (?) 
he left free. One day in restaurant French police walked in and 
checked his identification, when they saw he was Jewish was sent 
to ____. When he got there saw there were about 1,000 people 
arrested from streets, houses - was kept there - life very 
different. No food - a little tomato soup an a piece of bread. 
French nurses - also sisters arrested by the German Nazis when 
coming into camp. Sickness broke out - typhus - people dying. 
French people started to complain. German orders to let Jews out. 
 Set free. Went home - afraid to stay. Left about a month later. 
Went to Vichy - free France. Lived there about 3 months, until 
orders came - Jews cannot live there - must get out. Went to South 
of France - Nice - Monte Carlo. Stayed there until war ended. 
South of France occupied by Italians. Speaks the language well so 
wasn't touched. They did not touch Jews. Italians very good to 
Jews there. After war was over and we knew Germans left Paris went 
back to Paris about 1945-46. Found home everything okay. Got a job 
there as pharmacist until he came to U.S.  Jewish appeal office 
helped him financially - single - not married. 
Brother in South America - sent him a visa. When he arrived in 
U.S. - he became ill - they let him stay. Got married to an 
American in 1948. Brother left South America in 1948 for U.S. 
lives in Texas. Other brother survived Holocaust in Russia - he 
brought him here, about 15 years ago with wife + @ children. Lived 
in New York. Spent a lot of money to bring him here. 
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Sister, lives in L.A. about 50 yrs. Came before the war.  
He arrived in N.Y. - Met wife in N.Y. - no children. After he got 
well - got a job as clerk. Attended school in Alabama - one more 
year to get license as Pharmacist - took state boards in 
Washington D.C., state board in N.Y. Lived there good number of 
years. Went to Phoenix in 1973 for good. 
 
Conditions in France - talked about incident in France and being 
sent to detention camp. Guarded outside. Inside Germans also. 
Lived in barracks. Friend sent clothes and was able to keep. Food 
bad but able to survive. Lived there 17 days on soup and bread. 
Had vitamins. French nurses very nice - brought them food until 
caught by Germans.  2 nurses were shot because they helped Jews. 
 
Phoenix - 1973 - worked as pharmacist. Lived there for 8 months. 
Can't take summers. Goes away other 4 months. 
 
Talked about weather in Phoenix. Enjoying retirement. Corresponds 
with Russians - Active in Soviet Jewry - discussed  his activity. 
Interviewer talked about the Russian relatives who are now in 
Israel and their experiences. His experiences trying to go to 
Russia but now changed her mind. 
 
Talked about organizations he is active in Phoenix. Talked about 
Doc. in Phoenix. Nephew takes care of him - cardiologist. 
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