
[Note that the beginning of the recording is garbled.] 
 
Anna Spitz, born in Kamodowitz (?), Czechoslovakia, was sent to a concentration camp when 
she was 15. They spoke Hungarian in their home. Her father was a tailor, while also running a 
farm. She stopped formal schooling in sixth grade. She had two sisters, one by her father’s 
second wife as his first wife died when Anna was six. She had one step-sister and two step-
brothers, one of which had Downs Syndrome. They were ordered to a nearby city (Usheru?) 
where they worked at a brick factory for a few weeks. They were returned home for a year, but 
then sent back to the brick factory (in 1943?). Then, her entire family was sent to Auschwitz 
aside from her father who was in a labor camp, a trip that lasted three days by cattle train 
without food or water.  
 
On arrival, the children were separated from their parents; her step-mother and her son were 
sent, she thinks, to the crematorium. Conditions were harsh, tea for breakfast, soup and one 
piece of bread at noon. After six months, Anna saw her father at an adjoining block and 
managed to talk with him briefly. Through a coincidence during the handing out of clothes on 
arrival, she had managed to claim a dress that had once been hers with Jewish star that her 
father had made, making him very happy. She never saw him again as he was transferred the 
next day.  
 
For six months, she managed to survive a periodic screening of the prisoners to the crematoria. 
She was sent by train to (garbled town name) where they built bunkers for about three months 
in the winter (unstated year). Then, they walked in the snow for six weeks with her sister. One 
day her sister hid and avoided a 5-day march to Guben (on the Czech/German border) where 
they had beds and showers. Anna was surprised to find her sister there who had managed to 
hide for a while, and was not punished when she was found and delivered to Guben also. They 
then walked to Bergen-Belsen, where they were until the war ended.  
 
U.S. soldiers took her to a hospital in Bergen, Germany, unwashed with bruises and boils with 
great difficulty to eat, where she contemplated suicide. She was transferred to Sweden via 
Luxembourg suffering from TB. She recovered there and studied English and Hebrew for four 
years. In 1949, she came to the U.S. with her sister through the aid of her uncles (mother’s 
brothers) in New Jersey. She found a job in a bakery. Through her cousin, she met her husband-
to-be and married in 1954. Her husband worked in a grocery store. Within three years, she had 
three children, and had two more after she moved to Phoenix.   
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