
 
Summary of  interview with 
                                         (Phoenix) 
 
Arthur Spitz 
01:00:00 Born Jan. 17, 1922, in                  Czeckoslovakia. My fATHER"S NAME WAS 
Joseph; my mother's name was Julia. 
01:00:30 I had a brother named Harry, another named Walter. Had A SISTER NAMED Lydia, 
another named Gretchen. 
01:01:00 Attended Czeck school until age 13; was away for a while. At age 14, lived in    
                 and then in Then moved to Prqgue, saw Hitler come into Prague. 
01:01:30 I could see the handwriting on the wall, so I returned to my home town. The 
Hungarians :invaded. and I could see they were going to be against the Jews. 
01:02:00 Q: What were you doing at age 14? 

    I was working at odd jobs, at the trade school. I had supported 
muself practically from age 7. 

01:02:30 When in Prague, worked in an upholstery factory. 
01:03:00 When returned home, things were bad. The Hungarians were taking over 
everything. 
01:03:30 Lived there until 1843, when I went into a labor unit. 
01:04:00 Went into the army to survive. The treatment received from the Hungarians was 
very very bad.~ This was 1943 
01:04:30 The Hungarians were Catholic and didn't care for the Jews. Was doing heavy 
construction work. 
01:05:00 Was doing hard work, for 14 or 15 hours a day, with very little food. 
01:05:30 Then, when we were running away from the Russians, between                
and               , I hid. 
01:06:00 Hid in a barn. The next day, the Russians took over. This was in October, 
1944. 
01:06:30 Was in the labor batallion about one year. 
01:07:00 Was working for the Hungarian labor batallion as part of the German invasion 
of Russia. 
01:07:30 We wore our own clothing and it was all torn. I was ill from malnutrition 
for 4 or 5 months after I got home.  
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              Spitz - 2 
01:08:00 When he recovered, he worked for the Russians for a short time as a 
translator. 
01:08:30 When I git home conditions were bad. In a city of 40,000, there had been 
65 percent Jewish, but there was only a handful left. And the Gentiles had no use 
for us. 
01:09:00 They would ask what happened to us, but they knew. Worked part-time as a 
translator and part-time in the market place, selling things. 
01:09:30 Remained there until August 13 or 14 when I got married. 
01:10:00 She came from Auschwitz and had been in other camps. The day before I got 
married the Russians arrested me. 
01:10:30 They took all our good and clothing, and after about three hours, they let me 
go. I got sick because of the arrest. 
01 ~ 00 We had to buy and beg things for the wedding. If they hand't treated me like 
that, I might have stayed. 
01 ~ 30 We packed up what little we had and went to Prague. 
01:12:00 They gave me a job running a super market. 
01:12:30 But I could see how the politics was going, wit the death of Masaryk, and 
the elections, it was turning into a communist society. 
01:13:00 We left for Germany, spening some months in a camp for Jews who had survived. 
Then we went to Munich for a few months and then Stuttgart. 
01:13:30 There we applied to come to tue United States, and luckily we were 
accepted. 
01:14:00 Left for the United States in February of 1947. 
01:14:30 You had no idea why the Russians arrested you? 

   There were no charges. They thought I had a lot of money stashed 
away. 

01:15:00 There were no charges actually. 
01:15:30 They looted everything. I was working for them, and they knew a lot about me. 
01:16:00 We went with a truck, would collect tobacco leaves, and take them to a plant 
nearby, W~Split the profits but maybe they wanted all of it.  
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Spitz - 3 
 
01:16:30 Q: When you returned home, how did you build yourself up? There were four of 
us, Jews who had known each other before the war. (4 Jews) 
01:17:00 We were all in forced labor, and began to come home. We took one of our 
houses to live in - there were plenty, with all the Jews taken away. 
01:17:30 We all did our own thing as far as earning a living, but we shared the living 
quarters. 
01:18:00 I found jewellry my parents had hidden, because I knew where to look. The house 
itself was in good shape. 
01:18:30 Other locations in good condition. 
01:19:00 Tenants in the shops didn't pay their rent. The apartment nouses were empty 
because the Jews were all gone. 
01:19:30 Really don't remember how tenants acted toards me. They were all concerned 
with the Russians./ 
01:20:00 In the forced labor camps, had to march long distances. We were always on the go.
01:20:30 We stayed in one place a week or ten days, and then moved. 1944 was a bad 
year for the Nazis, and we had to run a lot. 
01:21:00 Didn't have proper shoes. There were about 300 of us. all of the year 1922. 
01:21:30 A lot of people couldn't make it because t~e winter was so severe. 
01:22:00 Q: What kind of food rations were you getting? A: There was no food. I 
suffered from malnutrition. 
01:22:30 Q: You don't think you were left with any after effects? A: O yes. I feel every 
little thing. I have arthritis in my back. 
01:23:00 Q: Do you mental problems? A: Bad dreams. Especially after watching 
programs with violence. 
01:23:30 My parents survived, but they went through the trauma of camps. I lost a 
brother in Auschwitz - he was too young. My older sister survived.  
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Spitz - 4 
 
ol:24:00 My mother and my bABY SISTER WENT T0 Sweden and my baby sister passed away 
01:24:30 After the war she had some illness and didn't recover. 
01:25:00 I lost my grandparents on both sides. They were taken away. I lost a large 
family. 
01:25:30 My mother had two sisters and they had large families, about 10 children. They 
didn't survive. 
01:26:00 My father also had a large family and only two brothers survived. Q: When you 
were in the labor camp, were you aware of what was going on? 
01:26:30 We were isolated and only had a slight idea. 
01:27:00 We were near the front lines and had casualties from snipers. 
01:27:30 Came to the U.S. under the auspiced of the Joint (Distribution 
Committee~. They wanted to send us to Kansas City/ 
01:28:00 But after the winters I had spent in Europe, I wanted to go to California. But 
housing was crowded there, so finally they sent us to Miami. 
01:28:30 After 9 days in New York, we toom a train to Miami, and the second day, I 
got a job, through people we met. 
01:29:00 I got a job as a pantry man in a restaurant. My wife got a job in her trade, 
she's a whig maker. Then I got a job as an egg aandler. 
01:29:30 I worked my way up as I learned the languAGE. I became an egg peddler,on the 
side. 
01:30:00 We decided to go back to New York because my wife 
 

couldn't take the heat and the dampness. 
 
Lived in New York about two years. Bought a gbocery store, built 
it up, and sold it for a nice profit. 

01:30:30 Saved up about $4500, was going to go to Europe, visited his brother-in-
laW who owas getting married- 
 
01:31:00 Drove to Toronto and west. 
01:31:30 But in Pheonix, on way to California, met some people who took a liking to us 
and persuaded us to stay.  

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 
Spitz - 5 
 
01:32:00 Put all our money into a coffee shop downtown. I was the cook, the 
bottlewasher, eve~rything, and my wife was the waitress. 
01:32:30 After four years sold the coffee shop. Went into real estate, putting 
everything I could into raw land. I cou;d see ~heonix was going to be a bog city. 
01:33:00 I was lucky, made a good profit. Then went into the drapery business, the 
shmatah business. And I did well there too. 
01:33:30 Did that until 1960, when the ~ business came up. Had to give up the dry 
goods business because it involved travelling all over Arizona. 
01:34:00 Sold many different kinds of items. 
01:34:30 Gave that up for the           ~whig~ business. 
01:35:00 I"m still in that business, 
01:35:30 Had four children. Youngest son gave up law to become a rabbi. 
01:36:00 Names four children. Also raised a boy nobody wanted. 
01:36:30 He became a doctor, a specialist in Parkinson's. 
01:37:00 Youngest child is a lawyer.. Have four grandshildren, with another due. 
01:37:30 Wife is deeply involved in the whig business. I help out in the office and 
with the buying. But mostly I"M involved in real estate. 
01:38:00 Q: Is there anything else you would like toADD? A: Grateful to the 
United States. Could never have accomplished what we did anywhere else. And 
Pheonix was good to us. 
01:38:30 Happy that we left New York because New York is like a jungle. 
01:39:00 Community of Pheinix if fortunate to have you as a cizizen. Than ypu.  
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