
 
 
 
 
 
HEDDY SPITZ:                   ARIZONA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BORN  1920   Munkac, Czechoslovakia 
 
 
Father: Mark Smilowitsch    died in Auschwitz 
Mother: Hannah Smilowitsch    died in Auschwitz 
Four sisters: Flocha, Yafta, Rita and Rose 2 living in Israel 
 2 living in the US 
Married to Arthur Spitz, four children 
 
Family business:   grocery, dance hall, a restaurant 
 
May, 1943 - driven out of their homes, 30,000 Jews, to a 
   ghetto area for 3 weeks 
 
 - then sent to Auschwitz 
 
 - Mother, sister and her baby selected to be 
   gassed immmediately. 
 
Eight mos. 
later - Heddy and sisters marched to the East, 
   separated from the Nazi marchers, hid 
   in a barn, helped by Russian workers to 
   stay in homes; sisters had no numbers 
   on their arms and could speak Russian. 
 
 - Worked in fields until Russians liberated them 
 
After WWII - registered in Germany to go to US 
 
Present - have a business in Phoenix, four children. 
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 HEDDY SPITZ 
 
 Phoenix, Arizona 
 
 1/3/88 
 
 
 
10:04 I was born in Munkac, Czechoslovakia, in 1920. I was a community of 30,000
 Jews. I was a teenager when the soldiers came marching in. It was in May, 
 1945, before Passover. The soldiers were shouting "Raus!" 
10:05 My sister had oil in her hand we were marched into the street, Families 
 were praying and screaming, we were driven out without a mercy, with guns 
 over our heads. They were pulling beards out of the skin. I was a hair- 
 dresser and I had grabbed my clippers as we were raused (ph) out, so I 
10:06 turned to my father and I cut his beard and so I saved him that pain. 
 And our neighbors were yelling, "Good! " And these 
 neighbors who we were so good to them; they were glad we were driven 
 out. 
 
10:07 We were driven out to a place, not very far, for 30,000 Jews we had no 
water, 
 no baths, we had to give up our belongings. They were yelling, give us the
 gold and the silver. My best friend, she was hiding it, she had on a gold 
 bracelet and they put her in the back of a horse stall and drove her 
 around until she died. 
 
 After three weeks, from the ghetto we were put into a train like cattle; 
10:08 old people, young people, just squeezed om as many as they could. Old 
people 
 died, there was no food, no water. We were going, 3 days, I think, into 
the 
 unknown. We arrived and saw a big sign that said Auschwitz. They took us 
10:09 first and cut our hair; stripped us; four sisters together; put a big red 
 cross on the back. They said we were going to the showers, now, some 
people 
 would go to the shower and instead of water there would be gas. 
 
 I cannot think of that day, it is so much pain. That is the last day that 
 I saw my mother, sister and her 3 year old baby. They were gassed that 
 day. My father, Idon't know what happened to him. 
 
10:10 Life in Auschwitz was very hard, no food, many to a bunk. Sometimes they 
 would tell us that we need to be clean. They would make us take off all of
 our clothes and walk to another place and there would be teenage German 
 boys watching us and making fun. We were stoned, and all because we were 
 Jews. 
 
10:11 After 8 months in Auschwitz we saw Mengele doing the selections, right, 
left, 
 we didn't know where - on a train again. We thought, we heard that the 
10:12 Poles before us were given shovels and told to dig and theywere shot and 
 would then just fall into the graves they had dug. 
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 We would go out everyday. It was a kind of farm. It was freezing; the 
10:13 coldest winter in Germany. If you wanted to die, you would just sit down 
 and you could just sit and freeze to death. 
 
 One day, the Germans came and were surprised at the job we did. They said 
it 
 was the best of any women workers. They asked us, what do we want for 
10:14 Christmas. We said clean straw. We had had no clean straw. It was what 
 people slept in, everything was done in that straw and it was filthy. A 
lot 
 of people died of typhus. After the clean straw was brought, the soldiers 
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came in and told us we have to evacuate at midnight. We have to begin 
walking, five in a row, my sisters with me. We saw some bombing, we walked 
all night, 

 1016 and the next day without food and water and there was a young girl who fell 
 down. She was made to be carried by me and I couldn't carry her and she fell
 and died. We stopped at night in a barn and in the morning when the soldiers
 roused the people, we decided we wouldn't go out. It was my four sisters and
 myself. We just couldn't move. After awhile, the soldiers went away and the 
 farmer came in with some food and said, I know someone is here because the 
 10:17 Germans were counting and they are missing some people. We didn't come 
 out until later and then we went walking in the town, but there were 
soldiers 
 in the street. We were lucky, that we had no numbers on our arms. One day 
they 
 10:18 were not giving numbers when it was our turn and so we didn't have numbers. 
 
 We could speak Russian and so we were helped by the Russian soldiers, 
 working on farms, My sister had sewed some coins into her shoe and she gave 
 10:19 them that for someone to help us. Sure, enough, were all taken into homes 
 in that town. I was a beautician and so my work was to make the daughter 
 beautiful for her dates and I would plant potatoes in the daytime. I had a 
 good bed, clothes, food and even a radio. The woman's husband and son worked
 at Auschwitz. I heard Hitler over the radio, saying, they have beaten us. 
 They have won the war. So we had hope that some day the war would be over. 
 10:21 Then it was Easter, and I was given a new suit and some makeup and they took
 us to church. I could not refuse. I was kneeling there and praying because 
 of course, there is only one God. There were tears streaming down my face 
 and as I looked around, I saw my four sisters and after the service, we met 
 each other and found where each of us was staying. 
 
 10:22 It was not much after that that the Russians with their tanks came into the 
 village and the German woman was very afraid and the Russian soldiers took 
 her into the bedroom and raped her and brutalized her. They saw by our 
 faces that we were Jews, by our dark hair. And we were so happy to be free. 
 
 10:23 We began to try to get home but the road was busted and there were no 
trains. 
 We saw German soldiers without legs, hands, just lying around, and 
Hungarians. 
 After about 3 weeks we arrived in our home, and our neighbors came running 
 10:24 out to say, why are you here - you are supposed to be dead. 
 
 I met an old boyfried and we were married. We lived a short time in 
Czechoslovakia 
 10:25 and we escaped to Germany where we were able after a lot of struggle and to 
 be registered to go to America. 
 
 When we got off the boat, we felt so alone. We didn't know the language, we 
 10:26 had no money, no relatives. ~uckily some people came to the boats and 
 helped us 
 
 We have been in Phoenix 38 years, we have a ~u~iness and four children. 
 I feel that I have survived for a purpose. I don't want to talk about 
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 the Holocaust but I have to be a witness. In the camp, I was given medicine 
10:29 to keep from having a baby and for 9 years I cried for a baby 
 
 
10:37 My mother's name was Hannah Smilovisch. Our family had a restaurant, a dance
 hall, a grocery store. My sisters' names are Flocha, Yafta, Rita and Rose. 
 
 I have four children. 
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