
Paul Weisman was born in a small town of just 500 Jewish families near Zamość (?), Poland. His 
parent’s names Shmuel and Malka (Weintraub) Weisman; he had one younger brother, Benzion 
(Benny). His parents died before the war, leaving him and his brother to be raised by his 
mother’s sister, Sonia Weintraub, and her husband who were childless.  
 
He attended the local public school and often fought with local non-Jews, stating that local anti-
Semitism was strong, but the local Jewish population was large enough (almost a majority) that 
it was not so bad. Paul studied through the fifth grade and then started as a tailor. When the 
Germans arrived in 1939, they burned part of the city, followed by looting by local Poles. After 
the Russia-Germany treaty, the Russians occupied the town.  
 
Paul and his brother departed with the Russians to Lvov when they left; all those who stayed 
behind did not survive. They both worked in the coal mines until he they ran way and lived in 
various towns until 1940 when the Russians arrested everyone without a passport. They were 
sent to a Russian labor camp between Leningrad and Moscow where conditions were harsh.  
 
After Poland signed a treaty with Russia, all the Poles in the camp were freed. He traveled to 
various places for work including Stalingrad and Uzbekistan. In 1942, he went into the Russian 
army, but as Polish citizen, he was sent to a work battalion. In 1943, he refused an offer of a 
Russian passport as he didn’t want to foreclose the opportunity of going elsewhere. They 
confiscated his passport, then convicted him of having no proper documents (i.e. a passport), 
sentencing him to two years. His tailoring skills enabled him to have tolerable housing and food.  
 
He was freed in 1945 and went to work in Saratov, and mixed with many local Jews. He felt very 
little anti-Semitism. He was afraid to return to his hometown as many Jews had been killed by 
local Poles after returning. Paul went to Breslau in 1948 and then went to Stockholm, Sweden 
until 1952 as a tailor, marrying in 1951. He then came to the U.S. in 1952 on the SS Queen 
Elizabeth in second class after contacting his cousin in Pennsylvania. He then moved to New 
York City doing tailoring piece work.  
 
His family had a daughter, Anita (Gorman), in 1954, and then a daughter, Shelley.  
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