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Marann Rockocz – Before the War -born in Lodz, Poland in 1910, 3rd of 5 children.  Other 
1944), and Schlomo b. 1918, died in war. (Tape 5)   Lived on Piotrkowska St. In 1924, father 
talked about going to Palestine, but did not go.  In 1933, Marann decided to go to Palestine 
illegally.  On a boat for 3 months, then sent back to Poland.  1934 – goes to Palestine legally to 
make plans for his family to come, stays for 11 months, but realizes the family could not make it 
children included Tova b.1902 (died in war), Natan b. 1906 (survived), Jan b. 1914 (died in living.  
Came back to Lodz, took over the family business (father died in 1935) and traveled back and 
forth to Palestine untill 1936 when his passport was revoked.  In September 1939, went to 
Warsaw to enlist in the Polish army to fight the Germans, but the war was already over. (Info 
found on Tapes 1 and 4).    
During the War -  Married in 1939.  1/4/1940 – Lodz Jews forced into ghetto.  Six months later, 
younger brother, Jan, went to Warsaw, then paid to bring him and his wife there.  They lived in 
the ghetto and worked for Schultz factory (located in ghetto), starting in May 1942, making 
clothing for German soldiers, then worked outside the ghetto at Lilpom Company.  Both Jan and 
older brother Natan were living on the Aryan side with false papers.  In 1942, Marann and his 
wife were rounded up to be sent to Treblinka. Because he was healthy, he was told to stay in 
Warsaw to work, but his wife was sent to Treblinka and killed there.  He then worked outside 
the ghetto until the uprising.  After the Warsaw Ghetto uprising in 1943, he was forced onto a 
truck, but jumped off, took off his Star armband and went to Jan’s, then lived on the Aryan side, 
but kept moving around each night.  He was arrested in May 1943, because he had no papers 
and was held in Pawiak Prison for 4 days, then put on a train to Treblinka.  In the selection 
process, he was put on a train to go to a work camp (Mydonkey – Majdanek ?).  In transit to 
camp, he jumped from the train in Novayash Gretna (sp) and was helped by Vordas Stanislan 
for 7 days.  He went back to Warsaw on May 12, 1943.  (Info found on tapes 1,2, and 5) Got 
false papers from Jan and lived on Aryan side (49 Porishla) as Alexander Groshak, a real person 
who had died.  In 1944, Marann, who spoke German, worked for the German army until 
January 18th, 1945. (Tape 2) 
After the War - Marann was arrested by the Poles, because he had worked for the Germans, 
but explained that he was Jewish and was released.  He went back to Lodz on January 23rd, 
1945.  A woman he met in 1943, Maria Binkowska (her false papers name), came to Lodz; they 
married. (Tape 2). In Lodz, he was summoned by police; warned that he and Natan were being 
watched and would be killed; told him to leave the country.  He and his wife left Lodz, went to 
Warsaw, then Paris for 2 weeks, then Belgium for 7 years.  Emigrated to America in 1952- 53. 
Spent a year in NY and then moved to Philadelphia.  (Tape 3) 
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