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Part 1 

Sigmund Turner was born October 10, 1918 in Kistreem (sp), Germany, the youngest sibling of 
three older sisters; in 1934 the family moved to Krakow, Poland as the grandfather’s shoe 
business there had been left to his father and uncle; the family lived in the center of the city 
above the shoe store, had two other businesses and were middle class; they were progressive 
orthodox, and kept kosher, the Sabbath and the holidays; neighbors and customers were non-
Jews and friendly at first but soon boycotted the store; when anti-Semitism got worse, they did 
not consider leaving due to the responsibility of the businesses and the large family; one cousin 
escaped to Palestine due to obtaining a free ticket and smuggling his assets to Switzerland; it was 
rumored that the Germans would get rid of the men first so Sigmund left with his father, uncles, 
cousins and brothers-in-law and walked 130 km. to Tarnoff (sp); roads were blocked and 
bombed and his father returned home and he escaped to Lemburg  (Lvov) in eastern Poland; 
there he found other boys from Krakow and obtained work as a bookkeeper in a restaurant; he  
registered in the Russian Navy for five years and was excused as entered Lemburg  University; 
in June 1941, the war started with Germany and Sigmund did not want to enter the Russian 
service so a Ukrainian baker hid him; after a week, he smuggled himself into Krakow where the 
Germans had liquidated the family business and apartment; he entered the Ghetto and lived with 
his parents, sister, her husband and their child in one room; food was rationed and obtained 
through the Black Market; on March 13, 1943 the Ghetto was liquidated and the family plus his 
girlfriend were placed in a concentration camp 5 km. away while his older sister escaped through 
the sewers; Sigmund did electrical wiring in the camp where they had a starvation diet; he helped 
a cousin escape but he felt he must remain to support his family;  Sigmund got married on June 
9, 1943 and on October 15, 1944 the camp was closed as the Russians were nearby;  his wife had 
been deported to Auschwitz in September 1944; Sigmund with his father and brother-in-law 
were sent to a factory at Gros Rosen near Breslau, Germany. 
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Sigmund and his relatives were deported by train without food or water to Gros Rosen on 
October 17, 1944;  for five days he and his father were placed in an overcrowded barracks 
without food while his brother-in-law was deported to Mathausen; then Sigmund and his father 
were taken by truck to an ammunition factory about 100 miles away where they were placed in a 
room for eight people with a toilet; they walked two hours six days a week with insufficient 
clothing to the factory; his father was 58 so was given light work;  on March 10, 1945 Sigmund 
and his father were sent with the sick to an old mill in Dernol (sp) where many died including his 
father on April 14, 1945; Sigmund was liberated on May 8th by the Russians and searched for 
food from the German civilians; he was run over by a drunk Russian truck driver and awaken 
after ten days in a hospital where he remained until July;  he returned to Krakow using a 
wheelchair where he found Ghetto neighbors at the Jewish committee who took him home; he 
was taken by the Red Cross to Budapest to reunite with his younger sister from a concentration 
camp and the sister who had escaped to Budapest;  in October 1945 sent a friend to visit his wife 
in Bergen-Belsen in northern Germany suffering from black typhus;  his brother-in-law was in 
the import business in Budapest;  Sigmund escaped from Budapest to Munich in January ’46 
where he was joined by his wife and two brother-in-laws; there he worked part-time for the 
Jewish committee; his son was born in Munich; his cousin in Israel said it was not a suitable 
residence for him in Israel as he was too sick and too poor;  uncles in US obtained his papers to 
emigrate to the US; hard to adjust as he did not know English; did not have a profession and had 
several nervous breakdowns; learned the machine trade, bought a stop-and-ship store and 
returned to the factory; had a second son and both attended college and married non-Jews; he 
returned in 1965 to Dernol (sp) to visit his father’s grave; he went to Israel in 1971 for a year and 
returned to the US; Sigmund is less religious than before the Holocaust but now attends services; 
he joined a survivors group;  he received reparations;  Sigmund mostly speaks English except 
speaks Polish with his wife; he does not talk about the Holocaust to his children as does not want 
to upset them; he does not believe a Holocaust could happen in the US with so many minorities; 
the Holocaust disrupted his studies; Sigmund feels he cannot return to Krakow to a life in which  
he was brought up; he tells how he saved children from being deported; says there are many 
more details to tell including being shot and being arrested and sentenced to 25 years in Siberia 
but escaped. 
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