
 
 
 Summary of Interview With 
 
 Boris Kusne (HHP) 
 
 
 Born in Vilna, Lithuania on August 17,1918. Middle class 
family. His father was a pharmacist. The family was very traditional 
about religion -- normal Jewish upbringing. 
 
 In Vilna, there were 80,000 Jews. There was a lot of anti-
semitism. Boris was the only Jew at his college in 1938. The Jewish 
population, however, had cultural autonomy. Zionism was strong and 
Boris' brother was involved.  
 
 In 1939 , he was inducted into the Polish army. The war broke 
out and Germans were everywhere. People were running to Russia and 
were not being let in. Both Russians and Germans were taking Polish 
POW's . They were separated into Jews,Poles, Etc, and put into 
railroad cars. 
 
 A man helped Boris by giving him clothes. He started walking 
home. He made up stories and played  dumb to everyone he met.He 
said that he was a Lithuanian communist.He finally got back home 
and went back to work . 
 
 1941- Stayed until Hitler invaded Russia. Within two days there 
were new rules for jews-- yellow star, etc.They started taking Jews 
off the streets and coming into homes. All Jews had to work. Boris 
worked at the railroad. He felt Germans were totally indoctrinated 
to hate Jews..  
 
 He moved to ghetto and worked in a hospital, There were 
thousands of people with nowhere to go.They decided they only wanted 
people with professions , so they took a lot of people to another 
ghetto. 
 
 He was in the ghetto until 1942, when they started taking 
people to Estonia to a liquidation camp. Then they went to another 
place and he never saw his mother again-- they separated into male 
and female. 
 
 In Estonia it was freezing and people were dying all over the 
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place. There was no water, no washing, and Typhus. Also, they had 
to march all night. He ended up going to two or three different 
ghettos.Boris' father was killed in the ghetto, and he left the 
group and went into the wilderness. 
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