
  
 
 Summary of Interview with Jedidah Shashai (HHP) 
 
 
 Born in Vienna Austria on May 19, 1924. 
 
Father - Otto 
Mother - Margaret 
Sister - Gertrude 
Children - 4 daughters 
Grandchildren - 5 
 
Austria- growing up  - first four years of school - she was aware 
of much poverty. It was very upsetting. She had no Jewish school 
education. She was aware that Jewish children were better off , she 
had good friends that were Jewish. Her father and uncle were in the 
meat business - in Jewish ghetto area.  As a young child, she 
realized that this area was not as nice as where she lived. Where 
she lived was 90% Catholic but she associated only with Jewish 
children.  She envied Jews because of their religious training. She 
went once a week for Jewish religious training and felt she was 
left out because of their books and training. Later she was accused 
of killing Christ - she was bewildered and tried to explain that 
she was not born at that time. 
 
In her neighborhood their were  no problems, but  prejudice by 
Jewish parent  who felt Polish and russian Jews were not good 
enough. She was very patriotic towards Austria, she adored the 
chancellor until she found out he was dictator.  
 
Things changed, her mother, sister,and aunt would go to the country 
and rent a house. Soon people in house made it obvious that they 
disliked jews . She could feel hatred and she was scared. She felt 
her parents couldn't understand their actions . Her father died 
when she was twelve. Her mother was very naive, not politically 
involved. Her sister was three years older and she went to a good 
high school. There were a few jews and there was much anti-semitism. 
She didn't want to go but her parents wanted a good school. She had 
foot problems and was made fun of.  
 
Although they were not well to do but most families  had a cook or 
some help. Most were immigrants. They worked very hard for little, 
usually just room and board. Her sister bossed the maid around very 
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much and she retaliated with threats of "some day". It turned out 
she belonged to Nazi party illegally - came out after the Nazis 
took over and she turned them in immediately. Nazis came to the 
house and said they were hiding weapons. Her mother denied it, and 
the Nazis got very angry when they saw all the food. They made her 
mother open the safe but their was nothing their except some 
tickets. the Nazis took everything . They were not sure the maid 
turned them in, they just took it for granted.  
 
Newspapers claimed that they were not true Nazis but they knew this 
was untrue. She remembers looking out window and watching Nazis  
being greeted warmly with open arms and a great outpouring of 
welcome . She wasn't a part of this and envied woman in Nazi uniforms 
. The stormtroopers black shirts were very handsome. She heard 
Hitler on the radio. It was scary and she was confused. . She had 
no connection to Jewishness, her parents were trying to get them 
away from jews. She wanted to be part of the mainstream.  She was 
torn by wanting to be part of the mainstream and not being accepted 
. 
 
The Gestapo took away a friend , who weighed about a hundred and 
eighty pounds . He was away for several weeks. When he came back he 
weighed ninety to a hundred pounds, but he would not talk about the 
experience. She believes he was in Dachau but they were able to let 
him go. He would not talk about any of it . Most prejudice was 
directed towards obvious jews, like those with beards . They made 
them scrub the sidewalk while people stood around and laughed. 
 
Mother's thoughts - maybe it was a good thing father died because 
most abuse was directed towards men. Later, it was obvious that 
they should go away. Nazis took over business and they got nothing 
for it. Jewish children were  not allowed to go to school anymore. 
Her sister was more levelheaded than her mother . She was going 
around trying to find a country to go to. Her father had a relative 
in America and he sent an affidavit, but the quota was filled so 
she went to Belgium. Her mother and sister went to England as a 
chambermaid and a cook. 
 
Daily life - Her sister went to dress making school. She made belts 
and embroidered them and also gloves. Everyone who was not Jewish 
wore a swastika or a  button or some other type of identification. 
If their was no identification they knew you were Jewish., and if 
you didn't say "Heil Hitler". Jews were not permitted to say it. 
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People were afraid to talk in stores. If you were not Jewish and 
you did not salute, there was much fear - you could feel it. Most 
fear came from the newspapers. The Shtermer(sp) was very anti-
semitic. There were terrible cartoons depicting Jewish people. She 
talked to her mother and daughter about leaving. Her sister almost 
married a hungarian to get new citizenship but nothing worked out.  
 
She remembers walking and hearing footsteps behind her. She had no 
identification and was very frightened. She dreamed of where she 
could go and thought of  Hawaii. 
 
She belonged to a skating club where she had to go. She saw Sofia 
Henna(sp) who did a skit on Hawaii. She found it fascinating. Her 
first thoughts were of Hawaii. 
 
She lived in what used to a palace but was turned into apartments. 
Nice neighborhood. The building was taken over by the Nazis. Anyone 
wanting to leave country had to get a document  stating  that you 
owed no taxes . There were long lines of people waiting to leave. 
She heard that some people who went in never came out.  
 
They were hiding some relatives who were afraid to go to their own 
apartments. Her sister went for papers and was gone many, many 
hours. Her mother was frantic. Her mother was desperate and tried 
to jump  out of the window but she and her sister held here back - 
her mother was unable to cope. 
 
Mother knew of a lady handling a transport of children. The lady 
got her and her friend onto the transport even though they were 
older. They felt guilty about going . She stopped feeling guilty 
about five years ago after having therapy. After reading about the 
Holocaust she felt that everything was to easy for her , she should 
have gone to the camps.  
 
She doesn't remember too much about leaving Vienna. It was not too 
bad leaving mother and sister, she knew where they were going. 
Sister did talk about the joint distribution committee - Rotary 
helped her to find a place in England but first went to Belgium.  
 
She took very little - two blouses , a shirt, and a coat, in her 
suitcase. It was exciting on the train , all children. When they 
went through Germany it was scary. 
When they arrived in Belgium everyone received a banana. They were 
taken to an empty factory where they stayed for a few months.She 
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stayed with a family named Chaplain, and later a family named 
Finklestein who were very orthodox. They had two young children 
with a governess. She slept in a room with the two children. Children 
only ate Sabbath meal with the parents. Mother rarely saw the 
children, but father played with them all the time. Lady of the 
house was very unfriendly. She kept on touch with her mother.  
 
The lady of the house asked her what she was writing in her diary. 
She was told that Mrs. Finklestein did not like her because she had 
lied about her diary.  She wanted everyone to know that she brought 
in an immigrant child, but she was not nice to her, she never smiled 
or talked to her. After a couple of months she left to go to another 
family, Henry Geltsayer(sp). They were much nicer.The lady was 
funny, she complained about all the work she did and yet she did 
nothing. She always asked her if she liked certain things to eat 
and she was never given those things. she went to England from 
Belgium. She lived with a family who was very nice. She went to 
school and summer vacation. The family was named Daniels - not 
Jewish. Non-Jewish treated her nicely, Jewish were not as nice.  
 
In England she was in a small village where the people had never 
seen a Jewish person. They though Jewish people were very strange. 
She realized how much anti-semitism was in England but people told 
her that she was different. She was the only Jewish person the 
Daniels ever knew. Rotary placed her in 1939. She kept in touch 
with her mother and sister and her mother came to see her once a 
week. Her mother told her not to cry, the English were very reserved. 
She cried only when she was alone.. The Daniels wanted to adopt 
her. Her mother gave her the choice. She decided she wanted to go 
with her mother. She found out in therapy that she was very resentful 
because her mother gave her a choice instead of saying, "I want 
you".  
 
Her mother got a job in New York.  a friend who had gotten out 
earlier found a partner and opened fancy candy stores. Mother worked 
for them. Their daughter, had been a friend in Vienna, was over her 
and made her feel inferior. In New York, people asked,"What are 
you?" When asked, she said she was Austrian. When asked,"Why not 
Jewish?", she said that that was her religion, but that she was 
Austrian. 
 
Thoughts on the Holocaust - children should be taught at a very 
early age to be taught to respect everyone no matter what race, 
creed, and color. The Holocaust could happen again. There is no 
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antisemitism in Hawaii - prejudice, but no antisemitism.  
 
What can we do differently? 
Don't really know. Education. 
 
She is involved with meditation and Yoga in order to get in touch 
with the divine and herself. 
 
When she got here she was stunned. The people in Europe did not 
believe what was going on there. 
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