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Harry Eisen, born in Danzig, Germany in 1917. Family moved to a small town, Izbica-Kujawska, 
Poland. Father was a merchant and a Hebrew teacher. He had 4 siblings and his mother died 
when Harry was age 4 of Typhus. His Father remarried and had 6 more children. Harry then had 
4 brothers and 6 sisters. Harry was sent to Warsaw at age 11 to train to be a sausage maker. At 
21, he was forced to join the Polish Army. He was the only Jewish corporal in the Polish Cavalry. 
When Germany invaded, he was captured and sent to Stalag-4, then sent back to Warsaw, and 
eventually Izbica-Kujawska. Older and younger people in his town were sent to Chelmno 
including his parents and younger siblings. Harry and older siblings were sent to a work camp. 
Harry was in a work camp (worked on railroads) for about 7 months, then sent to Auschwitz, at 
the end of 1941. He arrived in Auschwitz in a cattle car, was selected for work and tattooed 
(tattoo number 144, 492). He was sent to Birkenau, then to a subcamp, Jawischowitz. This 
camp was a coal mine. He worked on the night shift. He observed selections conducted by 
Mengele. His brother Abe was a barber at the camp. He left camp on a death march with his 
brother Abe. Abe and Harry escaped at night from the death march and hid in a barn. They 
were liberated by Russians, January, 1945. Then, they were captured by Russian soldiers, and  
freed because they proved they were Jews and not German.  Returning to Izbica-Kujawska, met 
his wife Hilda. He knew Hilda from his childhood.  In May, 1945, they were warned they would 
be killed, and they needed to flee. Pre-war 1500 Jews lived in Izbica-Kujawska, only 4 to 5 Jews 
returned Post-war. Harry and Hilda left for Munich, stayed with wife’s cousin who had survived 
Dachau. They stayed in Munich until 1948. In May, 1948, Harry and his wife immigrated to the 
United States. Came to Los Angeles, worked as a sausage maker and then started a chicken 
farm. In 1951, started another chicken farm in Norco, California. The only survivors from Harry’s 
family are his brother Abe, and another brother Moshe that had immigrated to Palestine before 
the Holocaust.  
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