
Summary of Oral History: Arnold Lorber, 

RG#: RG-50.84.0009 

This Summary was written by a USHMM Volunteer on [04/2022] 

 
 
Arnold Lorber, born 1/31/1931, in Kosice, Czechoslovakia.  Describes his family – Orthodox 
Jews, grandfather was leader of Jewish community in Kosice.  Father in textile business.  
Described Hungarian takeover of Kosice in 1938 that resulted in increased antisemitism.  
Belonged to Betar to learn self-defense.  Father was sent to a Russian work camp in 1940 or 
1941 and never returned.   He described his life in Kosice until 1944 and how things changed 
when Germans took over in 1944, noting deportations, the Jewish census which he and his 
mother avoided, and his Uncle Frank (who stayed in Slovakia) coming back to help them 
escape.  They were hidden by a Christian family (Bich).  Mother wouldn’t leave because her 
mother was in the hospital, but after gendarmes almost arrested them, Arnold, his sister, and 
cousins crossed the border into Slovakia, led by guides who were paid by uncle.  Later described 
how Arnold’s mother came to Slovakia.  Grandparents were taken by the Germans.  After a few 
weeks in Slovakia, order came for all Jews to move to western Slovakia - Bratislava.  In July 
1944, got false papers and stayed with a distant relative named, Kort.  Story was that father 
was a German soldier, and Arnold's family spoke German.  Almost exposed, but a Czech tailor 
warned Arnold that a woman was asking German officers to check their story.  Immediately left 
Bratislava and went to the mountains and hid there.   October 1944, a lot of deportations but 
he avoided being deported to Bergen-Belsen because he was warned that his uncle’s house had 
been raided (uncle did survive).  Describes when the Russians came to Bratislava and when 
Germans left.  After the War, Arnold went back to Kosice in June 1945.  He wanted to get a visa 
to the US to study at Yeshiva University and then go to Israel.  Denied visa, but got one to go to 
Paris.  Mother came to Paris and remarried.  In 1949, he was told to go to Venezuela because 
he could get a visa, but was told he was not allowed to go if he was Jewish.  He did not go.  
Eventually, he  came to the United States. 
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