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Summary 
 
Leon Bergrin grew up in Sosnowiec, Poland. His father died before the war. There were four 
children in his family: two boys and two girls. He was 20 right before the war began.  
His town was occupied by Germany at the beginning of the war. A few months after the war 
began, he ran away from his hometown with a group of about seven-eight boys, including his 
younger brother and two cousins. They ran to the part of Poland that was occupied by Russia. 
He heard that people in Russia had better conditions than they had, so he and the group went 
to the coal mines in Donbass. The conditions were terrible so he and some others went to Kiev. 
In 1940, he registered to go back to his hometown because he heard that the conditions were 
better there. But before they could leave, the Russians sent him and the others to Siberia. The 
work and conditions were horrible. They escaped; it took them four weeks to reach the 
Russian-occupied zone in Tarnopol. From there they returned to Lvov, where he was for two-
three months. Around six months later in 1941, the war between the Russians and the Germans 
broke out. A couple of them were caught and sent to the Janowska concentration camp. He 
bought Aryan papers from someone there, so he, his brother, and a cousin escaped at the 
beginning of 1942. They went to Wolbrom. His mother who told him not to go home; she said 
that Kahn (Cohen?) and Lieberman, two Jewish men from their town, were caught with false 
papers and were hanged in the middle of the city. A friend who was on the Jewish committee in 
Wolbrom told him that the Gestapo knew he had Aryan papers and they were looking for him. 
He hid in a bunker for about a month. He let himself get caught because he and the others 
didn’t know where was safe to go. They were sent to a camp in Stalowa Wola. The conditions 
were horrible; he was there for a few months. He, his brother, and about 300 other men were 
then moved to work in the Herman Goering factory that produced tanks. He was there for 
about two years until the end of 1944 when the Russians were closing in on the factories. He, 
his brother, and others were moved to Plaszow, a camp near Krakow, where they stayed for 
about two months. Then they were sent to Mauthausen where they worked carrying stones. He 
felt he needed to leave there to survive; his brother stayed. He bribed someone to pick him to 
work as a mechanic in a factory about 10 km from there. The factory, Steyr, made machinery 
parts. He worked there until the end of May 1945 (April?). Then they were sent back to 
Mauthausen. When he returned, he found out that his brother had died. At this point he was 
alone since he had heard that his family had been sent to Auschwitz.  
On May 5, two American tanks entered the camp. He ran from the camp and ended up in a 
hospital in Linz, Austria. From there he went to Salzburg. There he was in a camp that was 
helping young people get to Israel. He saw an Israeli soldier (Witner sp) who he recognized from 
his hometown. He sent Leon with a transport of kids to Rome. He heard that his fiancé from 
before the war was in Munich. When he got there, he found out that she had married a man 
named Lefkowitz. He continued to work for a Jewish committee helping Jewish refugees in a DP 
camp near Munich. He met Sally, who was living in Munich with relatives, and they got married 
in February 1946. They lived in the camp until 1949 when they took the USS General Muir from 
Hamburg to New York. He lives in University Heights, Cleveland.  
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