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Summary 

Art Gelbart, born in Klobuck, Poland (a small town near Czstochowa), describes his early years 
with his parents, three sisters and one brothers; leaving school in 1939 at age ten when the war 
began; fleeing with two of his sisters but returning home when it became clear that they could 
not outrun the advancing Germans; hiding his father in the loft of a non-Jew even though most 
of the Poles refused to help; being sent to the ghetto in 1941; his father being sent to Auschwitz 
after he was caught slaughtering an animal in order to feed his family; taking off his Jewish star 
and slipping out of the ghetto to get food for his family; sneaking into Czestochowa with his 
mother and two of his sisters when they learned that their ghetto was going to be liquidated; 
his eldest sister’s subsequent efforts to smuggle the family  into a work camp before 
Czestochowa was liquidated; his mother’s refusal to leave because it was Yom Kippur which led 
to her being shot and killed; being put to work tearing down houses and building highways, 
sometimes using gravestones from the Jewish cemetery; the entire work camp being 
transported to Blechhammer labor camp, 50 km from Auschwitz; being separated from his 
sisters who were sent to a women’s camp, but being saved from extermination by a man who 
convinced a guard that he was a good worker; increased suffering after the camp becoming 
part of Auschwitz; being invited to the living quarters of the German second in command but 
leaving and refusing to return when  he realized that the man was molesting boys; being chosen 
to be a “runner”(delivering messages, opening the gate, and shining shoes for the Germans), 
which provided him with the opportunity to obtain more food; being marched to Gross-Rosen 
in January 1945 as the Russian front approached; being taken by cattle car to Buchenwald; 
surviving the allied bomb that hit the train and killed half of the occupants; the Germans killing 
people as quickly as possible as the war was drawing to an end; being liberated by American 
troops on April 11, 1945; being housed in what had previously been barracks for the German 
guards; watching German civilians being marched through the camps; leaving after a few 
months when a friend came to the camp; going to Altenberg and searching for family members; 
moving to the American zone after the area was taken over by Russians; being found by two of 
his sisters; immigrating to the United States in February 1947 with the assistance of aid 
organizations; moving to Cleveland after his grandmother’s sister sponsored them; supporting 
his sister while she completed her education; serving for two years in the U.S. Army then living 
in Cleveland with his wife and two sons.   
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