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Summary 

Rose Gelbart (née Rozia Grossman) was born in 1936 in Leszno, Poland. Her parents moved to 
Kalisz about a 1.5-2 years later. When the Germans entered their town, they were given 24 
hours to prepare to leave. Her grandparents were taken to Rzeszow. Rose and her parents went 
to Kutno where they had relatives. From there they went to Lodz, where her father’s family 
was. Her mother went back to Kalisz to get hidden jewelry, but she was caught. She was later 
released because she said she wasn’t Jewish. Next, they went to Warsaw. Then they went to 
Rzeszow where her mother’s parents were. Rose was smuggled out of the ghetto in Rzeszow to 
stay with a Polish woman, but she wanted to be with her parents so the woman snuck her back 
in. Her mother worked outside of the ghetto. When it got more dangerous to have a child in the 
ghetto, her mother got another Polish woman to take her out of the ghetto and take care of 
her, but again she went back to the ghetto to be with her mother.  

Her mother then got papers with the help of her boss (Zak), who worked at a bank, so that she 
and her mother could be in Warsaw where her mother was his housekeeper. He knew that she 
was Jewish. Her mother pretended that they were Polish; she told people that her husband was 
fighting for the Polish cause in England. Rose, together with the man’s daughter (they said that 
they were sisters), hid in various places together. Her name in her papers was Halinka. She 
would be harbored in different homes that her mother found for her. She generally stayed in 
each home a few weeks or months; staying until there was a hint that they were harboring a 
Jew and then she would have to leave. 

After the war they returned to Warsaw. Seeing that no one they knew in the family was on the 
list of survivors, they returned to Kalish to see if anyone survived there. They took their 
apartment back from the Polish people who were living there. Her mother’s brother was the 
only other member of their family who survived. He had been in the ghetto in Rzeszow until the 
end of the war with her father. Her uncle was sent to a death camp near Rzeszow where no one 
survived. A Gestapo man recognized him as a locksmith and sent him out. Her father was killed; 
she doesn’t know where, probably when the ghetto was liquidated. Her uncle and mother told 
her that the Germans Lehman, Dunenberg, and Potenstein made it a sport to kill women.  

She, her uncle, her mother, and the girl she had hid with went to the American zone because 
her mother felt that there was no future for them in Poland. The girl, around 17 at this time, 
decided to stay in Poland with her boyfriend, so her mother gave to her their apartment in 
Kalisz. From there they went to Munich. She stayed in the Freimann displaced persons camp. 
She was in Munich for five years after the war. In 1951, at 15, she came to this country with her 
mother and stepfather.  

She was 48 in 1984, at the time of the interview, and she was living in Shaker Heights.  
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