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Summary 
 
Rosette Lurie (nee Piroska Reet), born in 1921, describes growing up on a large farm near Györr 
and Moson, Hungary with her parents and her older brother who was able to immigrate to the 
U.S. in 1940; learning to be a seamstress after graduating from business school in 1941; moving 
to Györr with her parents in 1938; being afraid of both the Nazis and the Hungarian Arrow 
Cross after the Germans entered Hungary; being forced to move to the ghetto, then transferred 
to army barracks on the outskirts of town, and finally taken by boxcar to Auschwitz where she 
and mother were separated from her father; being taken to Birkenau where she remained from 
mid-June to the beginning of August 1944; being selected to go to work in an ammunition 
factory in Lippstadt, Westphalia; led on a forced march in April 1945 as the allies approached; 
arriving at the outskirts of Koenitz where the SS ran away and U.S. tanks arrived; being visited 
by a U.S. Army chaplain and Jewish soldiers who distributed matzoh; living in Minden while 
working as a typist for COL Clark at the British military government in Bad Oeyhausen; being 
visited by her brother, Albert Reet, who was stationed in Italy with the U.S. Army when he 
received a Red Cross letter informing him that his sister was in Germany; moving to Salzburg, 
Austria in November, 1945 after her brother was transferred to Vienna; working for UNRA until 
August 1946; departing by ship from Bremerhaven for the U.S.; receiving assistance from HIAS; 
being met by her brother in New York and then going by train to Cleveland; getting a job as a 
typist in 1947; marrying her husband and raising her son and daughter in Cleveland.  
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