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Summary 
 
Alex Rabiner, born in Bukachavtza [PH], Poland, describes being one of 12 children whose 
father died when he was 6 months old and whose mother died in 1937; returning from service 
in the Polish army in 1938 only to drafted in 1939 and serving for two weeks before the army 
surrendered and he was imprisoned; running away with a friend and walking to Lemberg before 
returning to Bucachavtza; going to Podolia [PH] because there was not enough food, and 
passing as a non-Jew; being taken to a slave camp close to Bresha [PH] in 1942 after the 
Germans arrived; running away working for a farmer who also hid Mr. Breitbart; hiding in the 
woods until he was taken by the Russians and forced to serve in their army as an interpreter; 
getting shot by a German in 1943 and taken to a hospital; returning to the army after he 
recovered; being sent from Czechoslovakia to Japan in May 1945 when the war in Europe 
ended; being ordered to take another soldier home and then remaining in Europe and living in 
Berlin for a few years; moving to Cleveland in 1950 under HIAS sponsorship; meeting his 
American wife in 1951.  
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