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Summary 
 
Ceila Roth, who grew up in Tiacevo, Czechoslovakia as the youngest of three living children 
describes enjoying a comfortable lifestyle thanks to her father’s wholesale fruit business; 
attending business school and managing a business started by her sister; putting the store in 
the name of a Christian after the Hungarians entered the area; being forced into the ghetto in 
1944; being taken by cattle car to Auschwitz where her parents and sister-in-law were selected 
for extermination and she was sent to Birkenau; being sent to Reichenbach, Germany to work 
in a factory; being treated well by German political prisoners and a Russian doctor; being force-
marched to Porta after the Russians bombed Reichenbach; working in a factory that was 
concealed in a hill; being transported to Saltzwede; being told that the compound was booby-
trapped and that they would be blown up as the war drew to a close; other inmates getting 
word to the French underground who advised the Americans to free them as soon as possible; 
being liberated by the Americans in May, 1945; being taken to a military training academy 
before being returned to Saltzwede;  working in an office for a few weeks before going to 
Tiacevo to look for her brother; finding some of the valuables that her family had buried; going 
back and forth between Budapest and Czechoslovakia until she found someone who told her 
that brother had died; returning to Germany where she lived in the Winsheim DP camp before 
being taken to a camp in Cremona, Italy; boarding the Exodus to take her to Israel; resisting the 
British efforts to prevent them from landing,  being diverted to Cyprus where she remained in  
the summer camp” in Cyprus for 14 months; arriving in Israel in 1948;  living with her cousin 
who helped her establish herself as a seamstress; meeting her husband and marrying him in 
1949; moving to the U.S. in 1954 where they initially lived in Wooster before settling in 
Cleveland.  
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