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Summary 
 
Self-employed flooring contractor, 56 at time of interview, married twice, 2 children (27- year- 
old daughter and 19-year-old son, lived in Cleveland Heights 
Born December 26, 1926 in Medzilaborce, Slovakia (10,000 population), near larger town of 
Keozian, in the mountains, between 2 rivers, 18 miles from Polish border. 
Family - Father, Issac Srulovic (40 at entry to Auschwitz), Mother, Olga Rosenbluth (maiden 
name; age 38 at Auschwitz), William (the eldest), 3 brothers, Samuel, Alexander & Moritz, and 1 
sister, Eve. 
William was only survivor of immediate family. 
Large Jewish community in town (2,000), he attended Jewish parochial school and Hebrew 
School. Father owned a dry goods store in town. Also, living in household, father’s sister, Frieda, 
(whose husband was in Cuba) and her son, Marcel. Also father’s younger brother Abraham. 
Until the Depression, the family was comfortable economically. Their situation improved after 
the war began, due to increased consumption. He helped father in store between school hours. 
Family life was close - orthodox, as were all the Jewish families in town. Social life revolved 
around the synagogues. He was Bar Mitzvahed at 13, at 1 of the town’s 3 - 4 synagogues. 
Yiddish spoken exclusively at home, but he also knows Hungarian, Ukrainian, German, mainly 
through the store’s customers 
First became concerned when new laws were passed - yellow bands on sleeves mandated (later 
changed to stars), 6:00 curfews, no walking on sidewalks, schools closed 
House, Store bought by Christians, father was allowed to continue running store 
Aware of war in 1939-1940, when Slovakia allied with Germany 
Deportations began in 1942. Father initially remained to run store, (name was placed in a 
Yellow Book for essential workers like doctors, etc.) but other relatives taken 
Family taken by railroad to Jilinow (?) in June, 1942.  
3 days later arrived at Auschwitz on a cattle train. At selection, although he was just 13, he 
went with the men and saw father ahead of him in line. Mother and 3 siblings sent immediately 
to gas chambers. 
Spent 3 weeks with father at Auschwitz - his # 44915, father’s 44916 
He was chosen for bricklayer school, sent to Buna factories for training. Then taken to Birkenau 
to build. Last time he saw father 
3 months at Birkenau, sick with typhus, but didn’t go to hospital because of risk of selection for 
gas chambers. Out of 800 laborers at Birkenau, 95 survived. 
Sent back to Auschwitz to teach bricklayers - “very lucky person”. Didn’t have to return to 
Birkenau. Hoped to stay with father, who was already dead. 
3 years total at Auschwitz, then sent to Hamerza (?) to build chicken coops. Back to Auschwitz 
with diarrhea and to hospital. 
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1943 - back to building chicken coops. And then transferred back to Auschwitz, in Block 7A and 
then Block 6A. 
As Soviets advanced, inmates from other camps were transferred to Auschwitz - in addition to 
survivors from the Warsaw Uprising. 
January 21, 1945 - walked with other inmates 50 - 60 miles to railroad, transported to 
Mauthausen, Austria 
Conditions were horrible, but he was chosen as 1 of 15 workers to go into the Tyrol Mountains 
to build as a bricklayer.  
Then back to Mauthausen, where he was on May 4, 1945, at liberation. No Allied Armies 
liberated - guards just walked away from camp. 
Sent to Günzburg camp after liberation, but escaped with 3 others, stayed in a deserted 
German soldiers’ barracks. 
2 of 4 died, but he and 1 other found a shanty near Belz (?) and stayed there for 2 months. Then 
back to hometown, but no Jews were there. Found 2 friends (the Mittleman’s) in another town, 
Mikoloze (?), Slovakia. 
Stayed in a HIAS shelter for 2 years, then found an uncle who was also an US citizen - he and his 
brother helped William come to US in 1950. 
Acquired passport in Vienna. 
Found his Bar Mitzvah prayer book, after the war, in Cleveland. 
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