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Summary 
 
Julia Simon (née Weider), born on November 13, 1925 in Bochkov, Czechoslovakia (now Velykyĭ 
Bychkiv, Ukraine) as one of eleven children (6 girls and 5 boys); her father, Martin Weider, 
having 4 brothers and 3 sisters and working lumber before the war broke out; her mother, Leah 
Weider, having 3 sisters and 1 brother; not being able to go to school any longer in early 1939 
and 2-3 weeks later, the Hungarians arriving; her sister, Toni, being sent to Belgium in 1938, 
later traveling to Switzerland and ultimately surviving; her brother being taken to a labor camp 
in 1941; being told to be ready to leave on the last day of Passover in 1944 when she was 19.5 
years old; arriving to a ghetto in Hungary and spending 4-6 weeks there; traveling day and night 
in a cattle car with 72 others to Auschwitz; arriving at Auschwitz and never seeing her mom or 
dad again; spending 8 months in Auschwitz in Block 14; her sister, Esther, being selected for 
death and allowing herself to be selecting to be sent to Poland; her father being sent from 
Auschwitz to Buchenwald and onto Dachau before dying in Dachau five days before liberation; 
her brother Jack (who was 14 years old at the time) surviving Auschwitz; marching for weeks 
sleeping in barns for 6 months; escaping in a forest and hiding in an attic; heading into town the 
next in Main; being taken by SS men to the Mayor and cleaning the boots and house of SS men 
until learning of the War ending; weighing 70lbs at the time; being sent to a hospital where she 
stayed for weeks; traveling to Prague and spending a few weeks before traveling onto 
Budapest; finding her brother Jack at a train station in Bratislava; traveling through Romania 
and being placed in a Romanian camp where she peeled potatoes until her older brother came 
for her and her siblings; her sister returned to Prague; making stockings in a factory where she 
met her husband, Melvin Simon, who was a survivor of Mauthausen; leaving Czechoslovakia to 
go to Israel but staying in a survivor camp in Munich while pregnant with her first child; her 
sister being married in a kibbutz in Germany and moving with her to another kibbutz; her son 
being born on 2 November 1946; deciding to travel instead to the US but being delayed by 
quota numbers being met and someone using their names; traveling to Bremerhaven and now 
pregnant with her second child, unable to travel via ship and therefore had to take a plane; 
arriving to NY in June and traveling to Cleveland by train over 2 days and 1 night while 8 months 
pregnant; arriving in Cleveland on 23 June 1949 and having been brought there by an Uncle; 
having two sons aged 37 and 34 at the time of the interview with 2 grandchildren named Benji 
and Jennifer; not working at the time of the interview but having last worked ten years prior at 
a bakery where she took orders; her husband, aged 63, working as a baker with Julia at NY 
Bakery and at the Pick and Pay at the time of the interview; her youngest brother, Herman, 
coming to the United States from Russia 12 years before the interview.  
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