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Dr. Jetse Sprey, born in 1925 and being raised as a Protestant, describes growing up as the oldest 
of three children in Hilversum, Netherlands; his father: working as a professor at the high school 
teaching history, serving as an Elder of the Dutch Reformed Church, former member of the 
Dutch Reserve Army and a member of a major Protestant political party; his father being placed 
on a list of potential hostages to be executed in 1942; his father working with the Armed 
Resistance movement;  the population of Hilversum consisting of about 10,000 Jews; Germans 
invading on May 10, 1940 and the Dutch Army capitulating in five days;  the Netherlands not 
having been to war since Napoleon; the Germans beginning with a midnight to 0400 curfew with 
total blackout from  May 10, 1940 to May 5, 1945; hiding a young man named Ezra disguised as 
a “cousin” until locals became suspicious; sending Ezra onto Amsterdam until receiving a letter 
one year later that he was sent to Westerbork concentration camp and never heard from again; 
signing up for technical college in Dordrecht to avoid enlistment but receiving notification for 
enlistment after one year; going into hiding with similar aged young men in the forest and 
leaving due to hunger; serving in the Dutch Army from 1946 to 1949;  residing in the United 
States since the Fall of 1955 when he attended Yale University after receiving his undergraduate 
degrees from the University of Amsterdam; having three sons from his first marriage aged 19 to 
23 at the time of the interview; being remarried; working as a Professor of Sociology at Case 
Western Reserve University after working at Franklin and Marshall in Lancaster PA for 3 years; 
his father, Carl Sprey, passing many years prior to the interview at age 82 and his mother being 
87 years old and he, 59 years old, at the time of the interview.  

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This summary is not a primary source. It was authored by a USHMM volunteer and may contain inaccuracies.




