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Harry Unger was born and raised in Zakopane, Poland. He was one of six sons and three 
daughters. His father was an express messenger. His family was religious and relationships with 
non-Jewish children were “difficult”. Zionism was important to his family. In the house, the 
family spoke Polish and Yiddish.  
 
Harry worked with local lumber companies. At age 19 in 1928, he had to join the Polish army 
for 18 months. In 1939, as a reservist, he was called up three months before the war, stationed 
in the mountains as infantry. Though in the Russian zone after Poland’s partition, Harry traveled 
through German-controlled areas to check on his parents. The Germans had renamed Zakopane 
to Göringsburg. Harry describes the harsh conditions and treatment he witnessed there and on 
his return to Russian-controlled territory staying for a while in Lviv. When given a choice, he 
said he wanted to return to his hometown to care for his parents. A few months later, he and 
others making that choice were boarded on a train, which to their surprise headed east 
towards Russia, not west. They traveled for weeks stopping briefly at Yekaterinburg before 
traveling another week in June or July. When they disembarked with orders to make their own 
work camp for cutting trees.  
 
They were eventually released due to an agreement between the Polish government-in-exile 
and the Russian government. They went to Kalisa (?) working at a restaurant and cutting trees 
for a few months. They chose to join a Russian effort to organize a Polish military detachment 
in Almaty in Kazakhstan. The army was moved, so on arrival they were sent to Samarkand, then 
on Tashkent and Bukhara in Uzbekistan. The army was there but Harry was not permitted to 
join due to dispute with the exiled Polish government over accusations related to the Katyn 
Massacre. He learned of the formation of another Polish detachment and began re-tracing his 
steps to join it arriving at Chakarov, Kazakhstan, describing the hardships.  
 
They finally meet up with the Polish soldiers in Ooka (?), about 150-200 miles from Moscow. 
After hospitalization for malnutrition and training, he joined an offensive pushing the Germans 
back arriving in Helm, Poland in 1944. Harry was selected for officer training in preparation for 
liberating Warsaw. He remained there until February 1945 before advancing to Schneidermühl, 
Germany (now Pila, Poland). He then passed through the recently liberated Bunzlau 
Concentration Camp. In April 1945, he learned that his brother was killed in Lubling. Another 
brother had died in Siberia. The war ended with him in Gölitz, Germany. He decided not to flee 
towards the American lines and returned to Krakow, and due to his military service was granted 
a house with 25 acres of land in the land claimed from Germany. Instead, he visited Zakopane, 
but found no members of his family and witnessed anti-Semitism. He moved on to 
Czechoslovakia where e met an American woman who helped him immigrate to the Cleveland 
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in 1948 where his sister lived. He got a job unloading boxcars, started going to school, and 
married a woman different than the one in Germany.  
 
He describes the effect the Holocaust had on him and how his family perished. Only two sisters 
survived, who had come to the U.S. before the war. He participated in a ceremony 
commemorating the milk cans from the Warsaw ghetto in Washington DC in April 1984.  
 
At the time of the interview in 1984, Harry was married to Sarah and living in Ohio as a semi-
retired sales representative of building supplies. He had three children, two sons and a 
daughter. 
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