
RG-50.091.0132 
Summary 
 
Malke “Margaret” Weiss (née Grünshtein) was born in 1927 in Izky, Czechoslovakia (near the 
Ruthenia section of the Ukraine), the second oldest of four children, two girls and two boys. 
Malke describes her home life before the war. Her father was a merchant. She was raised 
Orthodox, but witnessed little antisemitism.  
 
At the war’s onset, Hungarian authorities took over her area, closed her Czech school and 
moved her to a Hungarian school. When Russia invaded Poland, she first saw refugees 
streaming through the town. Later, when soldiers were garrisoned there, her father sent her 
and her sister to Uzhhorod (now Ukraine) from November 1943 (she said 1944 but that seems 
inconsistent with other statements) until returning to her hometown for Passover. Conditions 
for Jews had worsened with curfews persecutions. By May 1, the town’s Jews were sent to a 
ghetto created in a nearby town. Group-by-group deportations soon began and her family was 
sent by train to Auschwitz in late May. Malke describes their treatment on arrival when she lost 
track of her family, and the daily routine. 
 
Her entire barrack group of 800 was sent by train to Kaufering, Bavaria. Work details were 
assigned for farming, ditch-digging and camp construction. The Wehrmacht guards were less 
harsh than the previous SS guards. She and another 200 were then sent to Dachau. In January 
1945, she was sent to Bergen-Belsen. The English army liberated the camp, buried the dead, 
and built field hospitals. Malke was hospitalized until July until she was released and scheduled 
to be sent home. On the way, she met people returning from there who said that the town was 
largely destroyed. Malke continued nonetheless and in Budapest, she met a cousin who joined 
her for the final part of the trip. On arrival, she found her father, who had been liberated in 
February arriving home in April.  
 
She and her father waited until October when they covertly fled to Hungary after the Russians 
absorbed their region. They made their way to Prague where they reclaimed their Czech 
citizenship. Her uncle, who was serving in the Russian army, was able to assist them. She moved 
to Carlsbad where she met her husband, whom she had met earlier in Bergen-Belsen. In the 
late forties, as Czechoslovakia began turning Communist, they wanted to go to Israel. But, with 
Israel still controlled by Britain, they went instead to the United States. She has no interest in 
ever returning to Europe. 
 
At the time of the taping, Malke was living in University Heights, Ohio. Her husband was retired 
and she had two sons. 
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