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February 10, 1930 - born Mieczyslaw (Mietek) Silberstein in Grudziadz, Poland 

September 1939 - after German invasion, went to relatives in Lodz 

 Germans forced them to wear yellow armbands, then a star 

 brother went east to Russia 

Early 1940 - ghetto established - family in 2 rooms,  went to school 

1942 - became an errand boy and swept floors 

  he and mother arrested, he escaped from the assembly point, went back to ghetto 

  mother  taken to Chelmno   

  life was very difficult, saw people being beaten 

June - July 1944 - told to report to railroad station.. 

 cattle train to Auschwitz 

 separated from sister and father on arrival 

 sent to Birkenau  -   given  # B8093 

 cleaned and swept barracks 

 got used to smell of the crematoria,  had tremendous desire to  survive 

January 1945 - Death March for days 

     put into railroad cars, ate snow 

Came to Mauthausen - stayed 3 months,  then lived in forest of satellite camp 

Liberated by American Army -   reunited with sisters nearby                      

 recuperated in a women’s camp which was staffed  by UNRRA 

Took truck from Salzburg to Italy 

Late 1945 - 1946 - went to school,  joined younger sister in England  

Went to ORT school - got a certificate in electrical engineering 

1952 -came to US 

March 1953 - 1955 drafted into US Army,  stationed in California and Alaska 

1956 - married,  had 2 sons 

Moved to Poughkeepsie, New York to work for IBM 
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