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Abstract  

Jack Ruben was born Yaakov Ruben on December 8, 1921 in Cincinnati, Ohio and after six months the 
family moved to LA. He was the only child to Joseph and Sarah Basha Ruben who came from Russia and 
were not religious.  His mother was a garment worker and his father sold fruits and vegetables in a horse 
and cart in the local area. Due to an eye condition, Jack went to a health camp for a year.  Jack's father 
left the family in 1927 and since lost track of him. Jack was placed in foster homes until the 11th grade 
and would visit his mother on the weekends. He graduated from high school and worked his way 
through UCLA by working part-time.  In summer of '43 Jack volunteered for the Air Corps and was sent 
to Pomona College for nine months to study meteorology.  He was not picked to be a meteorology 
officer so joined the infantry and was selected to be a coding clerk.  He went to several camps and was 
shipped to Le Havre. His division had little information of the overall war and no details of concentration 
camps. From there he was part of the effort to form a bridge over the Moselle and next in a major 
assault at the Rhine River. Jack was in the Division furthest east in Germany which took many German 
prisoners as they quickly drove east. 

Part two takes Jack Ruben from his military experience in Europe to the present time.  It begins with his 
company going east and meeting a surrendering German battalion who were permitted to march on 
their own. His company formed perimeters around villages and often stayed overnight in a civilian's 
home. They went through a rural area and saw dead prisoners and dead horses along the road without 
understanding the situation.  They reached Ordorff (?) Concentration Camp and saw a few emaciated 
prisoners leaving and many dead bodies piled up or laying on the ground.  Jack did not realize it was a 
concentration camp at the time or that others existed until later when he returned to the US.  The Army 
newspaper did not publish such information. From there, they went to the Czech border for 3 months 
which they guarded until VE Day.  Then Jack was relocated to a relocation camp near Paris until 
Christmas '45 when he was shipped home and arrived in NY on New Year's Day '46.  He was discharged 
and married a second time as his first wife was killed in an auto accident.  Subsequently, he received a 
BA in economics, MA in family counseling and PhD in psychology and has practiced 10 years in the field. 
He has four children.  Jack still does not understand how the crimes in the concentration camps could 
have been performed by fellow human beings. 

 

Summary 

00:00 Jack Ruben was born Yaakov Ruben on December 8, 1921 in Cincinnati, Ohio.  He lived there for 
six months and moved to LA's Boyle (?) Heights area where the family lived until he was six or seven, in 
first grade.  He was an only child.  They may have left Ohio to join his Uncle, Joseph Cantor, in LA.  They 
rented a four-plex two story home in a Jewish neighborhood and lived in the lower unit. The 
neighborhood remained Jewish until the 1940s or 1950s when it became Spanish/American and has 
remained so to this day.  His mother took Jack to Brooklyn Avenue to see the kosher poultry shops 
where a shochet killed the poultry according to Jewish ritual and hung them up.  Jack remembers buying 
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pickles in a barrel for five cents.  His mother was a garment worker while he attended a child care center 
about two blocks from home.  It was a mixed neighborhood with conservative synagogues and others, 
like his family, who did not belong to any synagogue.  Jack considered his parents to be active Jews 
though he did not attend chedar (Hebrew School) or synagogue.  His parents were involved in the Labor 
Movement.  His mother was the original organizer of the International Ladies Garment Union. 

05:00 Jack visited her factory at 9th and LA.  His father sold fruit and vegetables from a horse and cart 
in the local area.  Jack would go with his father to the stalls to rent a cart, bought the fruits and 
vegetables wholesale and tried to sell them on Brooklyn Street.  His parents came from Russia; his 
mother came in 1907.  In 1927 when Jack was six, his father left his mother and he lost track of him.  His 
parents spoke of their experiences in Russia.  His mother and uncle came from Yaroslavl.  He learned 
Yiddish as that is what the family spoke if it was OK for him to understand but they spoke Russian if they 
did not want him to understand.  The family did not attend services on the High Holidays.  There was no 
Reform Movement at the time which might have fit the family's thinking.  They did not celebrate 
Passover or keep kosher.  Jack attended the Breed Street School in the Boyle Heights area for 
kindergarten and first grade.  He developed an eye problem of crusted eyes which might have been an 
allergy.  His mother soaked his eyes with boric acid.  He was sent to camp (Maywood?) in the nearby 
mountains for a year.  His father left and his mother could not properly care for him.   

10:00  A Jewish organization for children placed him in foster homes in LA until the 11th grade and he 
would spend the weekends with his mother. The foster home was at 90th and Avalon Boulevard and he 
attended Fremont High School for a year. His mother rented an apartment at 6th and Broadway and he 
completed high school summer '40.  Jack had moved about five times.  The first three places were not 
nice as there was no family feeling though no abuse.  The last family he stayed with from 5th grade 
through first year high school, was very nice and there was a boy about one and a half or two years 
older and a girl about one or two years younger.  They were the Schneiders and he appreciated their 
help.  His parents' names were Joseph Ruben and Sarah Basha Ruben.  There was some anti-Semitism in 
Junior High.  He had a close friend, Jack Siegel at Bret Harte Junior High.  Jack's friend argued with a 
student about his being Joseph and all the students circled around the friend and the student as they 
fought.  They said important things but he did not realize it at the time.  He thinks the Jewish Social 
Service might have made his foster placements. One was in Culver City.  

15:00  Jack did not know that his mother was planning to make room for him when she could.  After 
six years, the foster family could no longer care for him.  Then he returned to live with his mother and 
felt independent as he did things on his own such as take the bus to and from school and came home to 
an empty house as his mother was at work.  After graduating from high school, he applied to UCLA 
winter '40 to major in economics and become a member of a Trade Union or teach economics in a high 
school.  Daily he made the 20 mile trip from home at 60th and Broadway to UCLA and shared the 
transportation with a group.  After a year he joined coop housing which was within walking distance to 
UCLA.  He worked part-time at a loan organization at 9th and Broadway Friday night and Saturday where 
he did bookkeeping until August '43.  He wanted to fly and went to the Army Air Corps, the Navy and the 
Marines but did not pass the Ishihara color test.  He could not read the numbers.  He was 1A.  A 
professor experimented with color ribbons.  There were 15 sets of color ribbons which Jack was able to 
match correctly but he could not read the numbers on the chart.  He did not volunteer yet and his draft 
number came up. He wanted to enter the pre-meteorology program to become a meteorology officer in 
the Air Corps to predict the weather.   
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20:00 In July or August '43 Jack volunteered for the Air Corps and was accepted and inducted at Ft. 
McArthur.  He was sent to Pomona College in fall of '43 for nine months and graduated spring '44.  He 
did not attain Meteorology Officer. There were 4,000 Cadets and 200 openings so those who could not 
attain the officer position were permitted to volunteer as tail gunner or other hazardous job.  He did not 
want that so entered the Infantry.  He was assigned to the Repo Depot in Oregon for the 89th Division. 
His function title was at Headquarters of the 3rd battalion of the 355th Regiment of the 89th Division as 
their solo Code Clerk of the Regiment to encode and decode messages within the US Service.  There 
were secret orders on how the battalion was to be used, where they should go, support they would 
have so everyone would not know.  He spent a month in Oregon at the Repo Depot where people 
stayed until they were assigned.  Then he went to Camp Battle, North Carolina in an Infantry regiment 
for fire and march training. 

25:00 They fired live ammunition over the soldiers' heads.  Prior North Carolina, he went to Hunter 
Liged (?), an outlying camp of Camp Roberts.  From there they were sent overseas to replacement 
camps to replace others.  He went to Camp Butner (?) which was organized but had no heavy 
equipment.  They only had two jeeps, one belonged to the Chaplain.  Jack did not know his function yet.  
He was afraid that he would be sent to the Eastern Theatre as he wanted to go to Europe.  He 
completed training in October or November '44 and was shipped to Boston and on Christmas Day '44 
was sent overseas.  He was in the 6th Division on the high seas and landed at Le Havre, France on New 
Year's Day '45.  Tape 1, Side B.  His impression upon arrival was that it was a cold, windy, snowy, 
miserable situation.  After the boat docked, they were sent to a nearby village to a castle where, 
possibly, a Duke lived.  They were housed in the servants' quarters.  Their battalion was the center of all 
activity and operated with battalion autonomy. 

30:00 Its purpose was to get organized, get equipment and armaments and be stabilized.  He did not 
know what they were going to do.  In the US, people heard of the Battle of the Bulge so he was 
concerned if he was going to fight that type of fight but when they arrived in February, the battle was 
over.  He had no contact with the French there.  He had studied three years of French in high school and 
had a working vocabulary in French so could talk to people in French.  Later he acted as a French liaison 
with people in the mountains and with officers.  His part of the 89th Infantry was located in different 
areas.  He was part of the 355th Regiment, an infantry regiment with three rifles, one heavy weapon (a 
machine gun, a quarter master and artillery support for regimental artillery).  He had messenger vehicles 
but no tanks or armored vehicles, just regular trucks and jeeps.  His unit was a light regiment previously.  
When in combat, he decoded and also coordinated messengers to company and headquarters through 
the radio (radio communicator platoon, messenger, or sometimes himself).  He had three jeeps and 3 
messengers assigned to them. 

35:00. He was PFC and promoted to T5, Technical Corporal because of encoding and decoding. He was 
in charge of the message center under the communication sergeant.  Messages received in the 3rd Army 
were about the Soviets or other allies.  They only learned about the War from the Stars and Stripes or by 
communicating with people in the US such as his family.  He was married in 1944 while at Pomona 
College and communicated with his wife by letter so found out about the European situation from her.  
He did not get any information from his level, just learned about troop movements.  Outgoing letters 
were censored but not incoming. Later Jack saw that his letters were cut up with the names of cities 
deleted.  From the Stars and Stripes he found out where Divisions were located, what the situation was 
on the battlefront and where the allies were located.  Hopefully the Stars and Stripes was confined to 
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the allies and out of reach of the Germans.  On the way from Le Havre to the next location, they did not 
discuss concentration or death camps. 

40:00 There was no indication of the Jewish situation or of death camps.  He received no information of 
what was happening with the Jews.  He had a general idea that the Jews were persecuted when he was 
in the US but did not learn of concentration camps.  Information was posted in the Student Union 
lounge of UCLA about the Jewish persecution.  Jack did not pay attention to the newspapers.  He did not 
know who posted the information in the lounges. The Student Union had bulletins about the plight of 
the German Jews.  Jack was not involved in the Hillel Foundation at UCLA.  In late February or early 
March '44 he was sent to the Moselle Valley where he engaged in combat for the first time.  He was sent 
there to develop a bridge across the river for the allied troops and was to stay until the troops crossed.  
It was an intense battle for the front line rifle companies.  They called for heavy artillery support so the 
troops could get across.  The Communications Platoon did not see much fighting.  They had no air 
support.  The Germans fought hard and resisted the allies.  It was a slow moving activity done on foot 
with little vehicle transport.   

45:00 The Germans were well equipped and had plenty of ammunition.  They used small machine gun 
fire but no cannon shells.  The Americans successfully accomplished building the bridge head across the 
river.  His group was told that they are going back to Germany to regroup. Then they started the major 
campaign.  They knew it was major as they concentrated a large amount of troops in a small area and 
saw naval wooden boats come into the area.  The boats looked like emergency landing craft and were 
brought by truck.  The soldiers were surprised to see boats come inland.  They were in the Moselle 
Valley for about two weeks.  They pulled out the next week, around the end of February, It was snowy, 
cold, and miserable in the canvas tents they camped in.  It was a terrible Army situation.  It was hard to 
maintain records and to code and decode.  He used messengers to go to the other unit to disburse and 
forward messages to other companies. 

50:00 They only received the Stars and Stripes occasionally and they were late.  After the major 
campaign in Germany around mid or late March, the newspaper showed that his Division was the most 
advanced into Germany.  They were ahead of Patton's Army. They were told they were going to make an 
assault crossing the Rhine River. They were North of Frankfurt, on the west side of the Rhine. They had 
the support of heavy artillery which bombarded the east side of the Rhine. They got on their boats and 
assaulted those on the Rhine. The Rhine had high banks on both sides and the water was low.  As the 
people shot down on you, you could not determine which direction the firing was coming from so they 
lost a few boats crossing the River.  Then they went up the East bank of the Rhine to the top and 
extinguished the firing.  Air support saved them by knocking out the Germans. Then you could tell where 
the firing was coming from and the airplanes attacked them.  Jack's group was the central point for the 
Lieutenant Colonel of their battalion.  He needed to get information to the company commander. 
Messengers were assigned to Jack to go into the field.  He was in the first line behind the front.  He 
relayed messages that the Colonel wanted and coordinated the activity for him.  The Rhine was very 
wide, about one/half mile. 

55:00 It seemed like it went on forever.  It took days to get across.  He saw many shrapnel wounds but 
no deaths.  The wounded were sent to the rear to hospitals.  They had support with ambulances or sent 
the wounded on jeeps.  This was the heaviest fighting he encountered.  He saw only a few German 
soldiers who were captured in the Moselle campaign.  He was upset with the Germans and did not want 
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to have anything to do with them.  He knew sufficient Yiddish to speak German with them.  He acted as 
interpreter with the German people when they went through Germany.  He never spoke to the German 
soldiers.  They looked gaunt as if they did not have adequate food.  He saw no wounded German 
soldiers.  They established holding camps for the German prisoners and turned them over to the troops 
behind them who were assigned the duty to take care of them.  There was a marginal interchange with 
the Germans as they did not want to have anything to do with them and were busy to proceed with the 
fighting.  After they crossed the Rhine River, they consolidated for two or three days. The ridge north of 
them on the Rhine was liberated. 

60:00 They had lots of transport equipment to cross the bridge and got into vehicles.  They broke the 
last main resistance of the German Army.  From then on they traveled by vehicle day and night.  They 
took over German houses to have a place to sleep.  They threw the German citizens out of their houses.  
They moved 20 to 30 miles a day on the autobahns.  They continued to scout the front.  He was 
surprised that the homes looked in good condition and the people seemed healthy and well-fed.  There 
was little deprivation and the community was mostly unscarred except for an occasional bombed 
community.  There was little evidence of war in the rural areas.  They were mostly agricultural with 
some isolated industrial communities.  The German citizens were unbelievable as they were afraid that 
the Americans were going to pillage, rape and destroy houses.  The Americans solely desired to have the 
country under their power.  The Germans were friendly and there was no blame among the Germans. 
The Americans would kick out the Germans for the night and drink their beer but not eat their food.   

65:00 After crossing the Rhine, they moved East.  Then they captured the Germans in the hundreds.  
One day they saw a large group of Germans marching towards them so the Americans manned their 
guns.  The Germans marched with their hands in the air led by a Colonel who wanted to surrender.  The 
Americans had no time to care for them so said, "Go on, go on." 
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Abstract  

Part two takes Jack Ruben from his military experience in Europe to the present time.  It begins with his 
company going east and meeting a surrendering German battalion who were permitted to march on 
their own. His company formed perimeters around villages and often stayed overnight in a civilian's 
home. They went through a rural area and saw dead prisoners and dead horses along the road without 
understanding the situation.  They reached Ordorff (?) Concentration Camp and saw a few emaciated 
prisoners leaving and many dead bodies piled up or laying on the ground.  Jack did not realize it was a 
concentration camp at the time or that others existed until later when he returned to the US.  The Army 
newspaper did not publish such information. From there, they went to the Czech border for 3 months 
which they guarded until VE Day.  Then Jack was relocated to a relocation camp near Paris until 
Christmas '45 when he was shipped home and arrived in NY on New Year's Day '46.  He was discharged 
and married a second time as his first wife was killed in an auto accident.  Subsequently, he received a 
BA in economics, MA in family counseling and PhD in psychology and has practiced 10 years in the field. 
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He has four children.  Jack still does not understand how the crimes in the concentration camps could 
have been performed by fellow human beings. 

Summary 

00:00 This part begins with Jack's company at the Rhine River during the War.  They crossed the river 
at an agricultural area which appeared to be in good shape.  A group of German soldiers in drill 
formation with their commander came up to them to surrender.  Jack's company commander 
replied that they should continue on to the rear as he had no time to care for them.  Jack 
presumes they were later placed in a POW camp. The entire German battalion was 
surrendering.  They looked in good condition, well fed and well clothed in uniforms.  They were 
not wounded and there were no casualties.  They appeared similar to American soldiers.  The 
Germans marched without any weapons, arms or vehicles.  They wore their military 
classification.  Jack received no information on why they were surrendering and he did not 
speak to them.  Jack's company did not get off their jeeps.  When Jack's company moved into a 
village, they set a perimeter or guard post by the rifle company and his company would be 
behind them.  There were no attacks but occasionally the lead company ran into armed contact.  
When that happened, they would regroup and attack and sometimes call in for artillery support.  
The Germans were not organized by that time.  The local citizens were happy to see the 
American soldiers, especially when they saw they were not being harmed, persecuted or placed 
into concentration camps. 

05:00 Jack did not see any Jewish inmates until they reached Ordoff (?) Concentration Camp.  Once 
the Air Corps came upon a horse-drawn German military vehicle and eliminated it.  There were 
bodies on each side of the road.  They were dressed in striped uniforms so appeared to be POW.  
The horses were killed and there were horse drawn wagons along the side of the road.  They 
assumed the people and animals were bombed or strafed.  There were no SS around.  He saw 
small villages with a couple of hundred or 1,000 people.  They were isolated farming 
communities.  There was no manufacturing.  When they stopped overnight, they received a 
message from the front that a Scout troop who had entered a POW camp was asking for 
support.  They would secure the camp and he relayed the message to the Colonel who 
proceeded to the camp.  Scouts saw people coming out of the gate wearing striped uniforms 
and begging for food.  They seemed to be in a terrible condition and they did not know what to 
do with them.  They could not communicate with them. 

10:00  They were 5 or 10 miles west of Ordorff (?).  The Scouts usually were 5 to 10 miles ahead of his 
unit to determine if there is fighting.  They were told to enter the camp and would have 
reinforcements soon.  The Colonel dispatched the infantry and heavy weapon companies to 
them.  Jack was in the main battalion and by the time he got to the camp; a few stragglers were 
coming out of the gate.  He did not know where they were going.  They looked like the dregs of 
salvation.  They were emaciated, unkempt, unwashed, and in terrible condition.  They were 
walking out very slowly.  They had scarves or caps on their heads, wore sandals and heavy 
stockings. There were both men and women but it was hard to distinguish them in their heavy 
clothing.  There were no children.  Around the perimeter of the camp were tree stumps stacked 
closely together.  There was a big gate in front and wooden shacks inside and near the gate that 
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was open with sheds of bodies piled one on top of the other.  Jack had liberated a Lexica camera 
and took photos of this which he donated to the Holocaust Museum in 1995 on his first visit. 

15:00   He does not recall seeing any barbed wire.  The nearest town was 5 or 10 miles away. It took 
his unit several hours to reach the camp from their last stop.  By the time of their arrival, most 
of the prisoners were gone.  First, Jack saw the dead bodies all over – on the ground, roads, and 
sides.  It was an unbelievable, mind-boggling, terrible experience.  He did not know how long the 
bodies had been there.  Some appeared to be fresh and most had been there awhile.  None 
were alive. There was no bleeding or signs that they were killed.  The prisoners leaving did not 
speak to him.  They just went off on their own.  He shows copies of the nine photos that he 
donated. 

20:00 .Photos show bodies that may have been burned.  In all the photos were bodies that were 
dismembered or lying on top of one another.  Jack points to one photo of bodies that might 
have been burned. In the stacked bodies, someone's foot may be in another person's face.  
Some of the bodies look like they may have been crushed.  Some may have been in a dying 
position with their hands clenched in front.  Others were on stretchers.  Some were nude.  Some 
wore hats.  Some had parts of their arms missing or parts of their legs separated.  Their faces 
looked like they might have died in severe pain.  They may have been gassed and then stacked.  
One man had a fist in the air and his expression may indicate that he was tortured.  Some were 
decayed.  They were not sufficiently examined to determine how they died.  Perhaps they were 
killed in different ways.  Jack shows a photo of a man on a stretcher who was probably dead.  
Part of the photo was censored.  He does not know if he saw an infirmary.  He looked into the 
barracks but did not go in.  

25:00 They were in disarray.  The beds were torn apart, like a wrecking crew went through it.  The 
place was torn apart.  The camp was built on flat ground.  Perhaps they took over a farming 
operation.  He could not see the town in the distance.  He did not see any factories or smoke 
stacks.  Jack's company wandered around the camp for three hours and then moved out with 
their unit.  No one was left in the camp.  It was completely evacuated.  No one else was ordered 
to come to the camp.  There were no German personnel left.  The camp was abandoned.  He did 
not know who the people were who were killed.  He assumed that they were prisoners of the 
Germans. The only explanation was 10 days later he read the Stars and Stripes which printed a 
photo of Eisenhower, Bradley and Patton in the camp.  Jack thought the POW might be Russian 
soldiers.  The newspaper did not discuss the camp.   

30:00 He learned nothing about the concentration camps until he returned to the US.  It was many 
years later that he found out all the facts.  When he viewed the camp, he was utterly 
confounded to see the horror and carnage, and brutality.  The lack of consideration for 
humanity was mindboggling and horrifying.  He could not accept that such a thing could happen.  
It tore him apart.  It took his breath away.  Jack felt that he must be in a different world.  It was 
difficult to accept what he saw was part of life.  He was in shock and completely blown away.  
Jack felt more vindicated and supportive of what he was doing in Europe as he found out what 
he was fighting against.  He arrived at Orndorff (?) April 3, 1945.  He proceeded east to the 
Slovakian border opposite Chemnitz.  They were not allowed to cross the border due to a treaty 
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with Russia.  The third battalion of the 355th Regiment swung South but he remained until VE 
Day, June '45. 

35:00 He does not remember taking over any towns as they drove to the border.  As they moved 
southeast, the people did not appear to be suffering from the War as there was food, clothing 
and heat.  They did not see more soldiers or camp inmates in this area.  At the Czech border, 
they did not get any information about concentration camps or Jews being discovered or 
liberated.  The Stars and Stripes did not mention the plight of the Jews in Germany.  Later he 
received correspondence from the US with minimum information.  He was not aware of 
concentration camps such as Buchenwald in other areas.  Jack was stationed there for several 
months until VE Day. Tape 2, Side B.  He was a border guard at the Czech border. 

40:00 There he had some association with German people.  The Germans were afraid of the Americans.  
They were glad that they were not placed into concentration camps and not persecuted.  On 
June 6, 1945, VE Day, Jack was relocated to the Paris area where they operated relocation 
camps.  They sent military back to the US who had high point divisions. Jack remained until 
December '45 and visited Switzerland, Scotland and then came home. He shipped out of Europe 
Christmas '45 and arrived in NY on New Year's Day '46.  He did not know that he was going 
home.  Jack was told that he would be redeployed to the Eastern Theatre.  The war with Japan 
ended so he was no longer scheduled to go there and he got ready to go home. He did not see 
any indications of educating the American soldiers nor the German citizens about the 
concentration camps.  Upon his return to the US, Jack learned what had transpired in the 
concentration camps and that he had liberated one.  He had received no such information when 
he was in combat.  After the War ended, they asked who wanted to remain in service to 
interpret for the Army.  Although he knew some Yiddish, he wanted to go home quickly so did 
not respond to the request.  In 1953 he got a BA in economics at UCLA, got an MA in family 
counseling from Pepperdine University and a PhD in psychology from the University of San 
Francisco in Sacramento. 

45:00 He has been a practicing Psychologist for 10 years.  Jack feels that it is gut wrenching and an 
abomination that anyone can do such things to another human being and will always feel this 
way.  He feels that he cannot return to Germany.  He cannot forgive such a crime. Jack does not 
feel that psychology can explain such a crime.  It is no explanation that Hitler was a crazy man as 
tens of thousands of people did this.  He does not feel that they followed Hitler.  Jack believes 
that it is your moral responsibility to lead your life.  Jack's first wife was killed in an auto accident 
and he remarried after the War.  She is religious, righteous, involved in seeing that people treat 
each other as people.  She was a representative for the National Council of Jewish Women.  
They are Reform Jews whose faith follows that you are responsible for your actions.  They have 
four children.  The oldest is a Research Mathematician at the University of California at Fresno 
where he helps people with projects.  The second daughter is an acupuncturist in Sacramento 
and has a 12 year old daughter.  The third child is a Rabbi in LA and is concerned with social 
action and has outreach into the community.  The youngest daughter is married and is a 
psychologist and practices in Puerto Rico. 

50:00  
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