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Abstract 

 This interview is a follow-up to Ruth Greifer's December 15, 1994 interview and focuses on her 
post-Holocaust experiences.  She is a survivor volunteer at the Holocaust Museum.    She was 
born Ruth Elizabeth Dahl on Mary 30, 1922 in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, the youngest of three 
children. When her father's cattle business was decimated in 1938,  they moved to her mother's 
hometown, Mossback (?) near Volkenberg (?), Holland. After June 1942 when the Germans 
ordered the Jews to move, the family members each hid in separate homes. They were liberated 
on July 17, 1944 but her brother died in a work camp just two days earlier. Ruth hid in a potato 
bin for three days to assure it was safe before coming out. She felt the War left her two scars:  
lost family members, and lost her love for the piano. There were no Jewish young people in her 
small town so she decided to join her sister and brother-in-law in Pittsburgh. Ruth came to the 
US in Spring 1948 but was sad to leave her parents alone in Holland. For awhile she worked as a 
seamstress and shared a bedroom with another woman. She felt her prior knowledge of English 
and the assistance of her sister's friends and her husband, Bernie, helped assimilate her into 
American life. She feels successful in achieving a Jewish life in the US as she is active in 
Hadassah, the Holocaust Museum and her synagogue. Her children know the details of her early 
life now but were not told when they were younger. Ruth feels that Germans who had anything 
to do with killing the Jews should not live and that Israel must continue to exist for the Jews.. 

In part two Ruth starts out discussing that she feels comfortable with the people she meets at 
survivor meetings although some are less Americanized than her and have different viewpoints. 
She empathizes with refugees as they are "on the bottom" like she was.  When Ruth was in 
hiding, she could not plan for the future. Ruth joined a synagogue so her three children would 
know they are Jewish. She feels that she has matured since volunteering at the Holocaust 
Museum as she can give speeches and does not let those who compare her with concentration 
camp survivors bother her. Her daughter's mother-in-law influenced her to volunteer.  Ruth and 
her daughter and son-in-law are active in the "Generation After".  Ruth's husband, Bernie, 
supports her in her activities. Her duty as a volunteer is to sit at the Donor Desk on Mondays.  
She feels like she is with family on Mondays but not if she comes another day.  At the desk Ruth 
has met people from all over the world including those acquainted with her relatives and friends. 
Ruth was happy to be asked to help out at the program for Spielberg and his move, "Schindler's 
List."  Everything in the building reminds her of her family and experiences but she is happy to 
come. She wants everyone to learn about the Holocaust. She does not read books or watch TV 
when they touch upon the Holocaust.  
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Summary 

00:00 This interview is a follow-up to Ruth Greifer's December 15, 1994 interview and focuses 
on her post-Holocaust experiences.  Ruth E. Greifer is a survivor volunteer at the 
Holocaust Museum.    She was born Ruth Elizabeth Dahl on Mary 30, 1922 in 
Gelsenkirchen, Germany.  She was the youngest of three children.  By 1938 her father's 
cattle business had decimated.  In the Spring the family moved to Mossback (?), her 
mother's hometown near Volkenberg (?), Holland.  On May 10, 1940, it was overrun by 
the Germans.  They had to register as Jews and wear stars.  In June 1942 the Germans 
ordered the Jews to move.  She pretended to be sick and placed white powder on her face 
which postponed the move a bit.  They moved to a series of houses until they were 
liberated on July 17, 1944.  Her brother died in a work camp just two days before 
liberation.  Her mother lost her entire Dutch family.  Ruth came to the US in Spring 1948.  
She was 16 years old in '38 and was dependent on her parents.  Her father was 
demanding.  Her mother was warm and caring.  Her brother attended the Jewish dances 
but she was under 18 and her father did not permit her to attend.  Ruth admits to bringing 
up her daughter strictly like her father as she did not know any better.  She had girl 
friends in Germany but in Holland, she did not know people and her family was on their 
own.  Her favorite holiday was Chanukah.  She enjoyed lighting the candles, eating latkes 
and getting presents.  It was a joyous and wonderful time.  .   

05:00 Ruth was raised orthodox so they celebrated all the holidays with their family.  She was 
not with her family when she was hiding in houses.  They were not together in case one 
family member was discarded; the entire family would not be destroyed.  She waited for 
liberation.  She was always worried and sorrowful being away from the world and being 
with strangers.  She needed to be by herself sometimes but she held back her feelings.  
She always wanted to go to America so strived to be liberated.  She wanted to go to a 
new country and meet people and lead a Jewish life.  She strived for a better future.  Even 
before going into hiding, she did not feel there was a future for young Jewish people in 
Holland.  She wanted to go to America and start a new life.  Her sister was in America 
and sent in papers for her and an affidavit.  She thought that America would be best for 
her.  Now, thinking back that she left her elderly parents by themselves, she realizes that 
she might not have done it again.  At the time she needed to do it to be herself.  Ruth had 
no regret until now.  She had to start a new life and is grateful that she did it for herself 
and her future family.  She never thought to return to Germany as they persecuted and 
killed the Jews.  Before her father came here, he wanted to go to see the graves in 
Germany and had a passport for three days but he could not even stay overnight. He 
returned the same day.  You can't live in a country which destroyed all your family and 
your dreams. 

10:00  A cousin returned to Germany as he didn't like Israel.  He was an only child and had 
wealthy parents.  He knew there would be lots of money for him in the US.  The first 16 
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years of her life was only a small part of her life.  Hitler came into power when she was 
11 so she never had a truly happy youth as a child.  She had a solid home and a solid 
Jewish community but not a joyous life.  At liberation, she was too afraid to come out for 
three days.  Her home was centered in the middle.  American soldiers came across the 
land behind their house while the Germans were sitting on top of a cold mountain.  The 
infantry and tanks were coming in.  She was afraid that if the Americans were thrown 
back, they would be under the Germans.  She wanted to be sure that the Americans were 
past their area.  She stayed downstairs for three days in a potato bin and the people 
upstairs would bring her food.  After hiding so long, she could not jeopardize her life for 
three days.  It was hard to assure her that she was safe.  Some people were under floors 
for years.  She prayed for safety.  

15:00 The potato bin was big enough for her.  She did not change her clothes for three days.  
Changing clothes was the least of her worries.  Ruth would run upstairs when she needed 
the bathroom.  No one was with her in the basement.  She did not mind being alone.  She 
looked forward to greater times in her life.  The other people in the house told her how 
the Americans were doing outside so she waited three days.  The underground person got 
her and reunited her with her parents.  A lot of soldiers got wounded  liberating them and 
they came inside the house where they waited for the Red Cross and called for their 
mothers.  Ruth felt bad that so many soldiers got hurt when they tried to liberate her.  She 
did not dance through the streets at liberation but felt very serious.  She had many worries 
as they owned no furniture so had to start from scratch and did not hear about their 
family.  She was not exuberant.  Some people were happy but they had a lot of loss, both 
of homes and human beings as they were in the middle of the War. 

20:00 The War was over and they did not know who they were waiting for or who was going to 
return.  They had so many years of hardship on their shoulders.  When she returned to her 
parents, they shared details and compared their experiences.  Ruth felt her parents' 
experiences were worse than hers.  Hiding was tough for her father as he is an outdoor 
person and her mother had a hard time as she was used to keeping kosher.  Just the smell 
of bacon made her mother nauseous.  Her mother only weighed 87 pounds after hiding as  
ate little.  Her parents looked drawn and awful.  They had such pressure all those years 
which showed more on her parents than on her.  Her parents never got over their 
experience.  Her parents lost many close relatives.  Her father kept going to the railroad 
station but no one returned.  Through the Red Cross, they learned about her brother and 
her mother's sisters.  Ruth did volunteer work with people who returned with typhoid and 
gave them paratyphoid shots.  While everyone was celebrating on VE Day, Ruth was in 
bed with a high fever.  She was 22 years old but always felt younger than her age.  Today 
she still feels younger than her age.  Ruth went to the Frankenberg (?) rest area and a 
soldier asked her to dance but first she had to obtain the required papers to indicate that 
she was safe.   
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25:00   She did lots of dancing after the War.  She met a lot of people and had a good time.  Ruth 
never thought of retaliation against the Germans as she would not know what to do and it 
would have made things worse.  There was nothing for her to do.  In Frankenberg (?) she 
had mostly non-Jewish friends as her Jewish friends did not return.  She spoke to non-
Jews and they were supportive but could not understand about people in hiding or in 
concentration camps.  She had no Jewish friends and was exposed to a new world.  She 
decided there was no Jewish future for her in Holland but she must go to American to be 
with her sister.  No one returned from the concentration camps but some returned from 
hiding.  Ruth had guilty feelings about leaving her parents so kept postponing leaving but 
finally she left.  She felt Jewish, not Dutch or German.   

30:00 Being Jewish nearly cost her life. She was never German and did not want to become 
German and never became a Dutch Jew.  She came to America on the German quota.  
Hitler took her nationality away so she was nation-less.  She did not belong to anyone 
and thought to join the US military to become a citizen.  At 26, she left Europe and her 
parents.  When she was separated from her parents in hiding, she did it on purpose to 
strengthen their family life and family expectancy.  Life was hard so she did not think of 
the niceties but thought for the safety of individuals in the family.  Wartime was hard and 
made you a different person but the family survived.  She had been a spoiled brat, being 
the youngest child in the family.  Her siblings and parents spoiled her.  She used to play 
the piano by ear at an early age and had lessons for a long time.  She was an 
accomplished piano player but the War left scars so she never played again.  Ruth never 
felt like returning to the piano as the War made her stop playing.  That was a scar.  She 
was never in the mood to play as she did before.  She loved the piano.  Her mother played 
the piano.  The War left so many wounds so she never returned to the piano. 

35:00   In her youth, she loved to learn and loved music.  She is still a music admirer.  She was 
musically inclined but her lifestyle changed.  She had a beautiful lifestyle in Germany.  In 
Pittsburgh, she shared a room with a lady and worked as a seamstress to make a living.  
She did not have a piano and did not want it anymore.  Tape 1, Side B.  Ruth lived in a 
big home in Germany with a parlor where the piano was located.  They moved the piano 
to Holland but in American she had to share the bedroom and the desire for a piano was 
gone.  Ruth had too many interruptions and the piano no longer fit her personality.  One 
time Bernie (her husband) surprised her with a piano and she only kept it a couple of 
years as it lost its charm.  Another scar was the lost family.  She had a large family and 
they would get together for the holidays and birthdays.  Her mother was so warm and 
giving.  Ruth came to America and saw the lifestyle that the teenagers had.  She can't 
compare her lifestyle to what they have here.  Her sister bought her a ticket to a prom as 
she did not experience that before.  Ruth never had such joyous occasions and could not 
catch up on what she lost but just go on and try to fit in.   
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40:00 When she started dating in America, the young men said that she was different.  For so 
many years she did not experience so many happy times.  She was more serious.  For so 
many years she had to fight for a living in Europe and in America.  Ruth felt that she 
never lost her scars.  People remember all their happy times and she has no such 
memories.  Her sister and brother-in-law opened their home to her and she stayed there to 
learn American life.  Before she arrived here, she knew that she would have to go to work 
and be on her own.  She wanted the Jewish life that was here.  In Pittsburgh there were 
organizations for young Jewish women to join.  There were no Jews or Jewish 
organizations in Holland.  Perhaps there were some in Amsterdam and other large cities 
but she would have been alone if she went there.  She had heard wonderful things about 
the US and her sister and brother-in-law welcomed her so she never thought to remain in 
Holland.  She had no time to have any doubts that she would have a good life here.  Ruth 
had so many lost unhappy years so she looked forward to a new life.  She had learned 
English in school so she had pretty good English when she arrived.  When she first 
started dating in Holland, she was eager to learn, eager to do anything.  She loved music 
and the theatre.  In the US she went to the ice capades alone if she did not have a date.  
She wanted to be like a sponge in all the arts that she missed. 

45:00 Ruth said she rather see a show than eat.  She did not tell young people about her 
experience of hiding and they never asked her.  She was nostalgic for Holland.  She was 
grateful and became a mother.  As a child, she loved to go to her grandfather's house 
where her two maiden aunts lived as it was a treat.  The house was full of antiques and 
she never broke any.  She loved the food they cooked.  Holland saved her life.  The 
Dutch people came forward which put their life at stake like hers.  She loves the people 
and the country but the US is good to her and she adores America.  Ruth feels the people 
saved her because they loved their country so much and hated Germany so much.  She 
went back with Bernie, her husband and the children and they all loved Holland and the 
sights.  Ruth never regretted coming here.  This is her home, her country.    

50:00 She had lived in small towns all her life so she was at awe of her first sight of New York.  
She saw the skyscrapers, many cars, traffic and the people dressed differently.  Her sister 
and brother-in-law picked her up upon arrival and they stayed at the St. Moritz on Central 
Park as they wanted to show her what they had accomplished.  It was a wonderful, 
unbelievable sight.  She had mixed feelings when she came – joy, happiness and sadness 
as she left her two old parents behind. Also, it was scary to come to start a new life and 
not know what was to come. Everyone was friendly to her.  Now she thinks in English 
but still counts in German.  She saw an animal this morning and could not think of the 
English word.  When she got off the boat, her sister told her to speak only English.  She 
can no longer speak Dutch but can understand and read it and does not speak German 
fluently. Ruth feels that she did not take long to get assimilated.  Her sister's friends and 
her husband helped her become Americanized.  Her husband is American.  She does not 
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know if she would be a different adult without her experiences.  She made good friends 
who helped her.   

55:00 She had good examples of young Jewish women and was a joiner and was accepted 
which helped her feel good.  She loved to work.  She does not know the lifestyle she 
would have had in Germany or who she would have married or how it would have been 
like.  Ruth is active in Hadassah and in her synagogue and feels a part of the Jewish 
community.  She has no intention to move as this is the ideal place for her.  She speaks to 
a lady, Katy Robertson, in Canada who is 80 years old.  She is single and lives alone.  
She was in her house in Holland.  They speak of the old times.  Katy is Christian and left 
Holland and worked as a nurse in Canada.  She does not want to move back but visits her 
relatives in Holland.  Ruth's children are happy in their lifestyle as teenagers.  She did not 
bring up her life when she was their age.  She wanted them to be happy.  She believes 
that she is not the only one, not exceptional. 

60:00 Everyone she grew up with had the same problems as she did.  She is happy that she 
survived and can go on with life and raise a happy family.  She never made her children 
feel bad that they have proms and other events that she did not have.  Ruth spoke in high 
school when Carla was in high school so she knew that her mother was different from 
other mothers.  She did not tell her children details of her life when they were young but 
they know it now.  She feels she was more strict than other mothers.  She gave her 
children curfews as she was raised that way.  If she had to do it over again, she would be 
less strict.  She felt that some American children were brought up not as respectful as 
hers.  Ruth feels that she has mellowed as she got older and more lenient.  She looks 
forward to the years they have left and wants to enjoy them and not think back.  She has 
to think of her health.  She has a busy life with the Holocaust Museum and her synagogue 
and other things.  Life is full so she does not dwell on her background. 

65:00 Thinking back is hard especially when she goes to speak.  It hurts but she feels that she 
must tell the world as they need to know.  There are not many survivors and the world 
must know what happened during those years.  Now there are only 40 survivors 
volunteering in the museum.  They are all different and a part of history and what 
happened to the Jews in so many different countries.  So few survived and they should 
talk about it.  It is very important.  Ruth is not into politics.  Since Hitler, she does not 
like politics but has to know what is going on in the world and here.  She likes the 
freedom you have here.  This country needs to survive so you need politics but she is not 
into it. Ruth feels you must do as much as possible for Israel so it survives.  Israel opened 
its arms to the survivors of concentration camps.  You must support it so it will be there 
always for the poor and those who want to live there.  You bring knowledge to Israel and 
the Jews need it forever.  It is a necessity to always be there so the Jews have a place to 
go.  It has many problems but she does not know how they will be solved. 
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70:00   Survivors have suffered enough so they don't need another place to run to.  Six million 
Jews have given which should never be forgotten.  She did not pay attention to the 
Eichmann trial because she does not have time for the Germans.  They do not live in her 
vocabulary.  Anyone who had anything to do with concentration camps and the killing of 
Jews should not have any time to live in this world.  They had too much in their minds to 
destroy the Jews.  We must raise our children to be strong.  Her husband bought a 
Volkswagen and she would not sit in it.  They almost got divorced.  It has been a hard life 
and she does not dwell on it.  This is why you need a family. 

73:00 

Ruth E. Greifer    Tape 2, Side A 

August 4, 1998 

RG-50.106*0104.02.02 

Abstract 

Ruth starts out discussing that she feels comfortable with the people she meets at survivor 
meetings although some are less Americanized than her and have different viewpoints. She 
empathizes with refugees as they are "on the bottom" like she was.  When Ruth was in hiding, 
she could not plan for the future. Ruth joined a synagogue so her three children would know they 
are Jewish. She feels that she has matured since volunteering at the Holocaust Museum as she 
can give speeches and does not let those who compare her with concentration camp survivors 
bother her. Her daughter's mother-in-law influenced her to volunteer.  Ruth and her daughter and 
son-in-law are active in the "Generation After".  Ruth's husband, Bernie, supports her in her 
activities. Her duty as a volunteer is to sit at the Donor Desk on Mondays.  She feels like she is 
with family on Mondays but not if she comes another day.  At the desk Ruth has met people 
from all over the world including those acquainted with her relatives and friends. Ruth was 
happy to be asked to help out at the program for Spielberg and his move, "Schindler's List."  
Everything in the building reminds her of her family and experiences but she is happy to come. 
She wants everyone to learn about the Holocaust. She does not read books or watch TV when 
they touch upon the Holocaust.  

Summary 

00:00  Ruth discusses her experiences with people who are survivors and those who are not.  It 
makes no difference to her in interacting with others whether they are survivors or not.  
She feels comfortable with those who have something in common with her.  At the 
Holocaust survivors meetings, she finds that each has entirely different backgrounds and 
viewpoints.  Some think very differently from the others.  She likes to attend the 
meetings and see the survivors but some live a different life.  She feels completely 
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Americanized but some survivors still speak a European language and think more of the 
place where they come from than here.  Ruth usually does not think of her background 
but thinks of the day-to-day activities with her family.  She left Europe behind except on 
the High Holidays when she misses talking to her family.  She has no brothers or sisters.  
Sometimes she calls a cousin but it is a superficial, not a deep relationship.  Ruth feels 
very happy in the US.  She does as much as she can.  She would not want to move back 
to Europe.  When she reads about refugees in another country, her heart goes out to them 
as she identifies with them.  She recognizes that they do not have roots and knows that 
losing one's roots is pitiful for the family.  She thinks about their lifestyle and what they 
can make of themselves.  It is time to go to school and learn a trade to do something for 
oneself.   

05:00 You wonder what will become of those families who are on the bottom like she was.  
When you raise a child, you want them to learn something to make something of 
themselves. When Ruth sees these refugees, she sees dirt and that they have no schools or 
clothes.  She wonders what will come out of this for these people and feels very sad.  
From 1933 to 1939, her family was on the bottom as all their dreams were taken away 
from them.  When you have no dreams, there is no place to go.  There is no place to 
better yourself.  When you are in hiding, you have no plans for the future as you do not 
know if you will live the next day.  She was very much aware of the dangers and that she 
was deprived of freedom and despaired of what she could expect of life.  Instead she had 
to run away as she had no school life.  She did not live like an animal as the people she 
lived with did not live like that.  She had nothing to strive for but lived in a hole and did 
not peek out and had to be quiet until it was safe to come out.  She had no joy.  She was 
just scared, serious, frightened and did not know what the next day would bring. 

10:00   It is hard to live that way.  Ruth did not have physical beatings so was lucky that she did 
not get hurt.  She did not bring up her children with regrets.  She never hung it over their 
heads from day-to-day as she wanted them to have a joyous time.  She feels that she 
succeeded and they are close and the children support her and she is looking forward to 
the future.  She hopes her grandchildren will love her as she did not have such a 
relationship.  Her grandparents were old and they did not have much in common.  Ruth 
hopes to have a good relationship with her grandchildren.  When questioned on how she 
conveyed Judaism to her children, Ruth responded that she did it through her synagogue.  
When she moved here, she joined the Hadassah telephone committee as she wanted to 
know where the Jews lived in this area and where was the synagogue.  Ruth joined 
Agudas Achim as she wanted to belong to a synagogue.  She is active in the sisterhood, 
and the children attended Sunday School, preschool and all the way up.  That is how they 
learned they are Jews, that this is their religion.  She took her children to synagogue.  
That is the way she raised them.  They belong to the same synagogue since 1957 though 
she did not like all the Rabbis but stuck to the building.  Ruth did not identify with the 
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Civil Rights Movement as she is not outgoing.  She stays in the background and lets 
others do it.  She does not feel like two different people, one on the outside and one on 
the inside. 

15:00 Ruth feels solid as she has grown.  She was never so sure of herself but is sure of herself 
now.  She feels that the Holocaust Museum helped her know who she is and who she 
stands for.  She can speak up and be the person that she likes to be.  She is fine. Now she 
can live with what she went through.  Ruth thinks about it in a positive way which made 
her a bigger person.  She can help others with problems even if they have problems that 
she does not have. Ruth does not mind talking about her background and is proud of her 
heritage.  Her insecurity stemmed from the fact that she was in hiding and was looked 
down by people with different backgrounds.  She was hurt by that here.  It has not 
happened for a long time.  It was from people who were in concentration camps and felt 
they suffered more and she felt hurt.  This experience happened to others.  Her life was 
also in danger.  Things got better as the survivors do not talk like that anymore as they 
got used to her.   

20:00 She learned about the Holocaust Museum through Nessie Godin, her daughter's mother-
in-law.  Her daughter, Amy, married Nessie's son, Eddy.  Nessie asked her to volunteer at 
the Museum.  Ruth had retired and she agreed to do it.  It was the best thing that 
happened to her.  Nessie introduced her in the Museum and asked her to sit at the Donor 
Desk.  She was trained and found it to be wonderful.  Ruth raises funds for the Museum 
and meets many different people each week.  Some are ordinary and others are connected 
to her family.  The building had already gone up when she started volunteering.  She 
enjoyed the training and has had wonderful supervisors. Ruth has been volunteering for 
five years on Mondays and would not miss it as she loves it.  Her training was once a 
week.  Dr. Barbara Abramowitz was the leader and Jackie North was in charge.  They 
introduced her to different aspects of the building including history and location of 
exhibits.  They were taught all they needed to know about the building in case a visitor 
questioned her including why the Museum was built and who donated to it.  Each week 
there was a different speaker. Ruth met with co-workers and they exchanged their 
thoughts and got to know each other.  She agreed to volunteer as she was retired and 
thought it would be wonderful to work with the Museum.  Ruth wanted to pay back what 
she lost and it gives her a feeling of gratitude because she is alive. 

25:00    She feels that it is wonderful to be there each Monday.  One day people came to the desk 
from Amsterdam and she told them she is from Mostrich (?).  The lady said her best 
friend's father, Mr. Somar (?),  lives there and is from Germany.  Ruth was unable to 
contact the daughter in Amsterdam.  Two years ago she visited Mostrich (?) and called 
Mr. Somar (?) and he and his wife came right away at 9 PM to talk.  He had been a friend 
of Ruth's sister and would come over their house with his twin sister to dance to Ruth's 
mother's piano playing.  Mr. Somar (?) was grateful that Ruth had called and talked of his 
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childhood and Ruth's home as he remembered her parents and her sister.  He did not pay 
attention to Ruth who was only eight years old.  Mr. Somar's wife was raised in Mostrich 
(?) and knew Ruth's Dutch family.  She met him and his wife as she was a volunteer at 
the Donor Desk.   

30:00 A long time ago someone with a German accent from Dortmund came to the desk and 
upon questioning, responded that she knew Ruth's aunt.  She always asks visitors to the 
desk about themselves and some want to know about the Museum and Ruth's story.  She 
says her story is like Ann Frank's.  On Mondays, the Museum seems like her home but on 
Tuesdays it is a strange place, not the same.  If she misses a day, the people miss you.  
Mondays are wonderful.  The Hall of Witness will never change.  From the bricks down 
it reminds you of concentration camps.  This feeling will never go away.  You feel that 
you must be there.  It is not just for herself but she needs to tell what the building stands 
for.  Some people have never met a survivor so she must tell her story to the visitors as 
she will not live forever.  The visitors should know what the building means. Not many 
buildings have such meaning. Ten million people visited in five years.  Ruth has never 
been to Israel.  She is happy with what she has here.  Her husband won't travel there and 
she won't go alone as she would be concerned if anything happened to him.  The building 
reminds people of what Hitler did in Germany and to the six million Jews.  At first Ruth 
could not get past the shoes as they once belonged to a human being and each had 
relatives.   

35:00   She feels she must explain this to the visitors at the desk.  She talks to them if they have 
time to listen to her.  It is wonderful for her to be there.  Ruth hopes that she is as 
valuable as any other survivor at the Museum to let the world know who they are and 
why they came to the Museum.  Some may learn while others do not.  Maybe when she 
gets older, she will read more about the Holocaust.  Children who visit may wake up and 
understand what they saw. Many schools do not teach the Holocaust and they may live 
where there are no survivors so they have no speakers at their schools.  Ruth believes that 
she is in the middle as she is neither the oldest nor the youngest survivor at the Museum.  
Celeste Mayer is a wonderful guide and Tina who is in charge of the Donor Desk, is very 
supportive, good to the volunteers and very nice.  Tape 2, Side B.  When Ruth enters the 
building, she cannot forget what she went through.  She is proud to be at the Museum, 
that she was accepted as a volunteer to work there and be a part of what the Museum 
stands for.     

40:00 Barbara Abramowitz and Jackie North were in charge when Ruth met Mr. Spielberg and 
Mrs. Schindler was awarded a medal.  Jackie North asked Ruth to be a part of the 
meeting.  She was asked to seat the people and she felt part of what went on that day.  
Ruth saw the Spielberg family and spoke to Mrs. Schindler in German.  She had a 
wonderful time.  It was very exciting and unbelievable.  She was given tickets for the 
opening night of the movie, "Schindler's List" but she was so affected that she went home 
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as she did not have the strength to see the movie.  Just helping out took so much out of 
her that she had no emotional or physical strength to go to the movie.  Recently she 
viewed the movie on TV with Bernie.  Ruth feels the Museum did a lot for her and that 
she learned a lot.  Her group meets every two months with Marty Goldman who is 
wonderful and understanding.  It was an eye opener to see other people's opinions.  Some 
she likes and some she does not like.  Marty is the right person to lead them and gets 
them involved and she enjoys being there.  Ruth only goes to the Museum on Mondays.  
There are wonderful speakers and concerts but she sits back. She has spoken at the 
Museum and at schools through the Speakers' Bureau. 

45:00   Occasionally, Ruth speaks to students at the Museum, usually high schoolers.  Survivors 
from concentration camps are usually requested to speak.  Ruth came out alive and if 
people want to know how she survived, that is fine.  She has tried to get friends who are 
survivors to volunteer but it takes a certain type of person.  Most do not want to make a 
commitment four hours a week or eight hours every two weeks.  Ruth sticks to her 
commitment.  She has a lot of friends but they are not ready to give up their time.  Ruth 
does not feel that she is giving up time.  Her personal friends are not survivors and not 
interested in volunteering.  Ruth is married to an American and has survivor 
acquaintances but not friends.  The survivors that she meet at the Holocaust group, she 
does not see elsewhere. 

50:00   Ruth finds that some of the non-survivor volunteers and staff are friendly and some are 
not friendly.  Some are in such a hurry that they cannot say, "hello."  The Monday people 
are nice.  At the desk she has met people from South Africa and Australia and they were 
happy to meet survivors and wanted to have their picture taken with her at they don't find 
survivors at home.  There are not many German or Dutch Jews that survived and few 
know of her family.  The number one exhibit that she identifies with is the Ann Frank 
exhibit.  It is small and pushed into a corner so some visitors do not see it.  Ruth 
identifies with the shoes because of all the people that she lost.  She also identifies with 
the rusty blue bowls from Auschwitz.  She is so happy that her aunts were gassed shortly 
after arrival there so they did not have to suffer filth as they led pristine, quiet ladylike 
lifestyles with friends and were clean, warm and loving.   

55:00 She shows a photo that can compare with the girls that she grew up with.  One is Anita 
Lichtenstein, eight years old, gorgeous and was thrown out of her home because she was 
Jewish.  They named a school in their town after her.  Everything in the Museum is 
memorable.  She looks at the burned torahs reminds her that her synagogue was set afire 
and burned to the ground.  Everything either pertain o her, her family, her brother, to 
being Jewish, to being born in Germany or to having a German and Dutch family.  The 
photographs exhibited look like they could have belonged to her family.  The cattle car 
reminds her of her family that was in one.  All pertains to her family if not to her.  
Everything up there is a reminder of her family, all her loved ones.  It is very difficult to 
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go up there so sometimes she wonders why she is still here.  She has to make the best of 
it, be positive, let the world know and participate in any demands the Museum makes.  
She gives her time now as in the future, she may not have the time.  Her volunteering 
means everything to Bernie as it means the same to him as to her.  He is supportive of all 
that she does and wants her to be here.  The Museum brings back everything.  Her story 
never goes away as it hurts. 

60:00 She can't make herself sick about it.  She must be strong, live day-to-day and go with the 
punches.  She is a member of a survivors group and attends "Generation After" meetings 
as her parents are survivors.  Ruth heads up their telephone committee.  She learned 
about volunteering from Amy's mother-in-law, Nessie Godin and is grateful for that.  Her 
drawback is that she does not drive at night so only attends events during the day.  Amy 
and Eddy are in Generation After and are both past presidents. They are wonderful 
organizations.  They meet in the afternoon and she meets friends and there are wonderful 
speakers and programs.  There are no meetings in Alexandria.  You have to go to DC or 
Maryland.  She is not particular.  She is comfortable with survivors and non-survivors.  
She is easy to get along with.  Ruth feels that she has changed since her last interview as 
she has grown.  The Museum influenced her.  Now she is more at ease to speak since 
becoming involved in the Museum.  She has learned so much, both emotionally and 
historically.  She learned more of what happened to others and what happened in the 
ghettos as she does not read books or watch television if they pertain to the Holocaust.   

65:00 She does not force herself to read books but she should as each book is different with a 
different story and different history.  Ruth knows that she misses a lot.  She buys books at 
the book luncheons but never reads them.  It's not like her.  Her daughter is strongly 
involved as she married into the Godin family.  Eddy and his family made an impact on 
her.  Amy is also the daughter of a survivor and feels the same way.  She felt good to 
participate in the Generation After and being the president.  Ruth is proud of her daughter 
doing what she likes to do and feels close to it.  The Godin family also made an impact 
on her family as she did not know about Club Shalom as she lives in Alexandria and no 
one told her about it.  She heard about it from Nessie. 

70:00   Ruth's other two children are interested but not in the same way as Amy who helped her 
and also Nessie helped her.  Amy is supportive of her dealing with the Holocaust and 
brought her out.  For the Shoah program, Ruth walked down the aisle with Amy and lit 
the memorial candles. Many good things happened to her through the Godin family.  
Ruth is grateful to their support in becoming active and she needed to do it to satisfy 
herself as she wants to keep all her memories alive.  Memories of her family and the six 
million are very important.  (Ruth shows a photo of her brother.) She cannot forget him.  
He was probably in a small work camp and he is gone.  Ruth spoke with her sister about 
him upon arrival as she was close to him.  There was only a three-year age difference.  
He could not come to the US as there was no blood relative.   The first and second 
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transport went and they had time to find places to hide.  Her family is gone except for 
five cousins.  Her oldest cousin in Brazil will be 90 this month.  The family won't be 
together.  They speak Portuguese.  Once Ruth is gone, there may not be any contact.  

75:00  She is happy that her three children get along and love each other which is what she 
desires. 
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