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Summary 
 
Juliette Peternick (born Juliette Herrmann on July 7, 1937 in Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg) discusses: 
her father Walter Herrmann who was in the wholesale candy business and her mother Gisela Herrmann 
( they changed the spelling of their names later at Ellis Island ) who had gone to Catholic school and then 
to Switzerland to study, her maternal grandparents who were from the Schwartzwald in Germany and 
who owned a vineyard near Landau and her paternal grandparents who were from Trier and owned a 
department store, all of whom were orthodox Jews, living in a mixed middle class neighborhood, her 
uncle Julius Abraham, a patent attorney in Schenectady, New York, coming in 1934 to try to get her 
grandparents to leave with a group organized by General Electric, later in 1937 their moving in with her 
parents in Luxembourg, her parents having visas to go through France, leaving with them and 
grandparents in May 1939, having memories of walking part way, then taking a crowded train, her 
grandfather being pushed off but French soldiers picked him up and got him to the next station to be 
reunited with his family, parents carrying one suitcase with clothing, being on their own, getting to the 
Loire Valley, then to a farm in Le Puy and living in the barn for 8 months, going shopping with her father 
as she spoke French but grandparents only spoke German, going to Lyon in early 1940 and living in an 
apartment, traveling to Marseille by train and walking, father making arrangements to walking over the 
Pyrenees to Spain, her grandmother comforting her by telling her stories, getting to Madrid and staying 
in a hotel for 2 weeks and then to Lisbon, boarding a ship, the Excalibur, with parents and grandparents 
on December 5,1941 that was supposed to go to New York but since Pearl Harbor was bombed on 
December 7th the ship went to Bermuda first, then sailed up the coast arriving 12 days later on 
December 17th at Ellis Island, where his uncle Julius met them, parents changing the spelling of their 
names to “Herman” and Gisela becoming “Helen”, going to Schenectady, New York with him, starting 
schooling and learning English but having a German accent and being called a Nazi, her mother working 
as a nanny and then as a cashier in a grocery store, her father becoming a baker, feeling American when 
she was in junior high school, becoming a citizen in 1947 along with her parents, graduating from the 
University of Rochester as a math major and earning a master’s degree from Tufts University in Asian 
Studies, working as an engineer for Sylvania Electronics in Boston, getting married and having two 
daughters, her father talking to her in French every day so she would never forget, feeling more 
American than European, her mother adapting well to the US and feeling very grateful which she 
imparted to Juliette, having a fear of fire which she attributes possibly to the bombing in France and 
being in shelters though she doesn’t remember, her uncle Leo Bloch, a “Richey Boy”  who interrogated 
German POW’s and his brother Gustav who went to towns in the Schwartzwald to look for family, not 
getting reparations as she had to remain a Luxembourg citizen and she wanted to be a U.S. citizen, being 
fearful that the Holocaust could happen again so she doesn’t feel totally safe, walking in the Champs 
Elysees today makes her nervous, feeling an obligation to her parents to do her best came from the 
impact of her experience, believing that the world has changed in dealing with war because of 
technology. 
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