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Nathan (né Rosenberg) Ross, filmed by his son Jay, describes his birth in Pułtusk, Poland into a religious 
family with nine children; his father, Jacob, was a ropemaker with rabbinical credentials born in Łódź but 
with family roots in Germany; his mother was Sarah born in Mińsk Mazowiecki; describes his life before 
the war including his public and religious schooling; the ethnic mix of his school and neighborhood, the 
dislike Jews by the local populace, and the cooperation of the locals with the Germans after the 
invasion; the immediate killing of his father by the Germans; the family’s move to Postrini (name 
unclear) where Nathan’s brother lived; their move shortly thereafter to a ghetto; Nathan’s selection to 
go to a forced labor camp near the German border (name unclear) until 1943 when he was transferred 
to Auschwitz; his transfer to work in an area with three coal mines near (name unclear) until he was able 
to transfer to a new command; his witnessing of the hanging of 18 prisoners who had tried to tunnel 
their escape; the start of a death march in January 1945 as Soviet troops approached; his escape and re-
arrest by the Gestapo into a POW camp from which he again escaped to another POW camp disguised 
as a British soldier; the moving again of the POW camp but the Americans liberated them the next day 
after which the British took over; describes their reasons for not resisting more forcefully; how prisoners 
related to each other though not as friends.  
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