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Abstract 
 

Suzanne was born in Paris, on January 12, 1939.  When she was about two years old, 
police came to her home and took her parents, leaving her grandmother, two brothers, and herself 
behind.  A Jewish woman from an underground organization came the next day to hide them.  
Her grandmother was caught, deported and she died in the gas chambers.  Suzanne and her 
brothers were sent to live with Catholic families.  After the war, they were taken to a Jewish 
orphanage, where they lived for three years.  Following a search for living relatives, Suzanne and 
her brothers became wards of the Jewish Congress and were sent to Canada to live with an uncle.  
After years as an atheist, Suzanne married a Jewish man and together they decided that a strong 
Jewish identity was very important in raising their two daughters. 
 
 
Side 1 
 
0 – 1.2 Suzanne was born in Paris, on January 12, 1939.  Her birth certificate is the only 

document that was saved; this is how she knows her parents’ names, Rachel 
(Lacks) and Isaac Najman (spelling uncertain). 

 
1.3 When Suzanne was about two years old, police (French, she believes) came and 

took her mother and father away, leaving her two brothers, grandmother and her 
at home. 

 
1.7 The next day, a Jewish woman from an underground organization came to take 

them into hiding.  The children were sent out to live with various Catholic 
families.  Her grandmother was caught, deported and she died in the gas 
chambers. 

 
2.3 Suzanne’s parents were from Poland.  Her grandfather was a kosher butcher, and 

the family was observant.  Her grandfather died in a construction accident, 
leaving her grandmother with five children.  As the oldest child, Suzanne’s 
mother left Poland and moved to Paris, which was a better place for Jews to live.  
She worked and saved to bring her mother and siblings to Paris. 

 
3.5 Suzanne’s story is pieced together from what her uncle told her. 
 
4.0 Suzanne grew up Catholic; there was never any mention of her being Jewish.  She 

had little awareness of what was happening in Europe.  One family she stayed 
with would beat her as punishment when their own daughter did something 
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wrong, so she knew she didn’t belong to that family.  She also lived in a convent 
for a while.  Some families took in Jews to convert them to Christianity. 

 
5.6 In 1945, after the war, the woman who had hidden Suzanne and her brothers 

originally found them and put them in a Jewish orphanage. 
 
6.4 When the Allied forces came to the orphanage, they made a big party and brought 

the children treats. 
 
7.5 Suzanne and her brothers stayed in the orphanage for three years.  There were 200 

to 300 children there, housed in a very beautiful building that had been a chateau.  
It was like being in a summer camp.  The children were not loved, but Suzanne 
never felt that she had lost anything.  This was the way things were; she didn’t 
know any other way. 

 
8.6 After three years, Suzanne and her brothers had to leave the orphanage (the reason 

was not clear, but she thinks it may have been financial).  They would either go to 
Israel, or to live with a relative if one could be found.  The search for a relative 
turned up Suzanne’s uncle who had moved to Canada before the war.  Suzanne 
talks of imagining how he must have felt when he learned that his entire family 
(except for two sisters) had been killed and there were three children who needed 
a place to live. 

 
10.1 Suzanne was sure that her parents were dead.  About six months after the war 

ended, they were told this.  Her brothers cried; she cried because her brothers did.   
Suzanne tells the story of a doll her aunt sent to her. 

 
12.3 Suzanne never again saw anyone from the orphanage. 
 
12.9 She tells of a lovely farewell party given when they left the orphanage. 
 
14.1 Suzanne and her brothers were wards of the Jewish Congress until age sixteen.  

The Jewish Congress paid Suzanne’s uncle to keep them and also paid for their 
clothing, schooling, and food.  She had to be very responsible for herself at age 
ten.  Her aunt smothered her with love.  Her older brother, who was sixteen, 
stayed in Toronto for two years, and then left for Montreal.  The second brother 
fought with the aunt and asked to be moved.  Suzanne was left with the aunt and 
uncle. 

 
16.0 Her aunt sent her to Jewish school.  After school, she was taught about 

communism.  Suzanne rebelled and became an atheist.  By age sixteen, her aunt 
and uncle were going to have her institutionalized.  She had nightmares about 
German soldiers chasing her, however, she never remembered anything from her 
early childhood. 
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17.1 Suzanne went to a B’nai Brith summer camp.  She tells a story of looking at a 
small amount of blood on her arm from a mosquito bite, but seeing dead soldiers. 

 
18.3 She has no memories of her parents.  She does have a few pictures. 
 
20.4 Suzanne discusses her feelings at that time.  She couldn’t understand how her 

parents were dead and she was alive.  In some ways she blamed herself for their 
deaths.  Her parents had left Paris at one point, but returned because they didn’t 
want to believe that things were as bad as people said. 

 
21.8 She feels that she lived a fairly decent life.  It wasn’t until she moved to Canada 

that she experienced discrimination as a Jew.  Although she had become an 
atheist, she ended up marrying a Jew. 

 
25.2 Suzanne left her aunt and uncle’s home at age sixteen, and went to live on her 

own.  She did not leave on good terms.  She rebelled against her aunt and uncle, 
and had an idealistic sense of her parents.  After a few months, she began to have 
a more normal relationship with her aunt and uncle again.  After her aunt died of 
cancer, she and her husband took her uncle to live with them until he remarried.  
Her uncle was always very reluctant to talk about the past. 

 
30.7 Suzanne married in a synagogue.  Her father-in-law paid for the wedding.  

Suzanne talks of having been in therapy since she was sixteen.  She went to 
therapy every day, and was charged only one dollar per day.  She worked and 
went to night school to better herself.  She was the only Jew where she worked, 
and was teased by one girl there. 

 
34.4 Suzanne needed an operation in order to have children.  She considered her 

daughter’s birth a miracle.  This brought on a terrible depression because her 
parents weren’t there to see it.  She was put on tranquilizers and it took her many 
years to get off the drugs.  Her husband was from England and had also been 
separated from his family and raised as a Protestant. 

 
37.0 Suzanne and her husband decided that they wanted a strong Jewish identity for 

their daughters.  Both daughters went to Jewish parochial school.  She hasn’t 
hidden anything from her children and, in fact, leans heavily on her oldest 
daughter.  She is very thankful to have her children. 
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