
RG-50.120  #05   Tapes 1,2     He wrote book about his experience  ‘We are Witnesses 
Azaria, Zvi 
 
1.00 Azaria , Zvi, born Herman Helfgott in 1913 in Yugoslavia in village Beodra near 

Kikiuda. After high school he went to Jewish Theological School in Sarajevo and 
after 2 years to Theological seminar in Vienna. 

 
1.07 His father was Kalman Helfgott from Warsaw. He had 2 sisters and a younger 

brother, all of whom died in the Holocaust. 
 
1.10 He finished University in 1940 and was ordained as Rabbi. He returned to 

Yugoslavia as Rabbi in Vilikibershki.  Describes social hierarchy of Jewish 
community. 

 
1.15 He had to join the army for 6 months and was sent to Macedonia. Describes 

horrors of bombardments in 1940. 
 
1.19 April 1 1941, the Germans entered and marched the Jews to Jumaya. He was very 

ill and saved by a German soldier who took him on a truck to Rumania. 
 
1.26 Describes train ride to Germany to camp Langwasser near Nurenbery. He was in a 

small Jewish camp inside the larger POW camp. 
 
1.30  Describes life in Bunk 116. He was taken from Langwasser to Osnabruk, Camp 

Everscheide where there were already 450 Jewish officers, POWs. 
 
1.35 Talks about life and internal organization of the Jewish enclave, from 1941-45. 

He organized the religious life, taught history and religion. 
 
1.59, 2.01 Towards the end of the war they were transported by train to Stramburg 

where the commander told him that he had been ordered to kill all the Jews.  They 
decided to escape. 

 
2.07 Beginning of 1945 they were marched to Pommern. Describes march. 
 
2.09 He and a group of 5 escaped to the forest. Describes. 
 
2.19 British tank liberated them when they returned to village. He stopped Serbs from 

killing German villagers. 
 
2.21 Describes liberation. 
 
2.27 When Germans retook the area he escaped to British camp in Nienburg. He heard 

about the liberation of Bergen-Belsen and went there to help. Describes the 
horrors of what he saw. 
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2.37 He organized the burial of the dead and got ambulances to save the living. 
 
2.41 Describes the rescue operation. 
 
2.45 Talks about the fate of his family. 
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