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Bernstein, Sonia 
 
1.01 Bernstein, Sonia, nee Banenchuk,.  Born in Bielica on 15 January 1923. Her 

family went back to village Zheludok. Describes her life and growing up in 
village. 

 
1.06 At the beginning of war, Germans started bombarding Russian airport nearby, and 

all the Russians left. 
 
1.07 Russians let members of Komsomol withdraw with them. Older brother was in 

Red army. Sister studied in Leningrad. She stayed to help parents. 
 
1.09 Family escaped from village to Bielica. Polish refugees told them what was 

happening to Jews. 
 
1:11 1939 – she and friend started to walk east to join partisans. Describes bombed out 

roads and chaotic retreat of Russians. 
 
1.14 Were caught by Germans and returned to Bielica. Describes atrocities of Germans 

and order to go to ghetto in larger cities. 
 
1.19 Describes life and hardship in Dzyatlava ghetto. 
 
1.22 Describes underground in ghetto. She joined. 
 
1.30 Talks about Alter Drojetzki, leader of underground. Planned attack on Germans, 

was caught and killed. Describes man shootings into open graves. 
 
 
1.40 Liquidation of ghetto Aug 1942. She and friends hide out and escape to the forest. 
 
2.03 Describes her life in the forest, being hunted by Germans. 
 
2.09 Met up with Jewish partisans lead by Hirsch Kaplinski. Describes her work with 

the partisans. 
 
2.20 200 people in partisan group.  Describes a day in the camp. 
 
2.40 Joining of Jewish and Russian partisan groups. She describes participating in 

actions of blowing up trains and tracks in White Russia. 
 
3.00 Describes German attack on the forest. 
 
3.04 Talks about her school days, and family members. 
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3.31 Describes transfer from village to ghetto in Dzyatlava and life in ghetto. 
 
3.48 1942. Germans hunt of partisans in forest. 
 
3.50 Describes Russian partisans, life, rules and discipline. 
 
 
TAPE 2 
 
4.04 Women’s condition in the underground. Male, female relationships. 
 
4.26 End of 1942. 40,000 Germans attack to liquidate partisans. They broke up into 

small groups. Describes life. 
 
4.32 Spring 1943 they reorganized into large group. Dr. Atlas led attack on Germans. 

They took weapons, provisions and a tank. 
 
4.39 Talked about Baruch Levin who blew up 22 German trains. Rescued Jews from 

Lida and brought from Warsaw Dr. Michnik who organized medical care and an 
underground hospital. 

 
4.47 1943. They retreat under second attack of Germans. She became sick on the road. 
 
4.52 Talks about typhoid epidemic. 
 
4.53  1944. Describes action blowing up trains. 
 
4.56 She became ill with rheumatic fever which left her with a residual heart defect. 
 
5.00 Describes preparation for a partisan action. 
 
5.08 Describes the advance of the Russians and retreat of Germans and Ukrainians into 

the forest and a battle with the partisans. 
 
5.12 Anti-Semitism of Russian partisans. 
 
5.13 July 9, 1944. Meeting with Red Army, liberation and depression. 
 
5.17 was ordered by Russians to return to Dzyatlava and organize Komsomol there. 
 
5.21 Talks about fear of Russians, her decision to go to Palestine and her escape to 

Lodz. 
 
5.35 Meets with leaders from Israel and joins a group preparing to make aliya on 

Greek passport. 
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5.43 Describes her trip to find her brother in the Red Army to take him to Palestine. 

Sees Warsaw destroyed and Polish terrorists killing Jews. 
 
5.56 She took a group of 11 from Poland to Budapest and from there to Gratz. 

Describes. 
 
6.00 Describes international camp in Gratz. 
 
6.08 Went with sister to Brussels to a Hachshara camp. Describes social and 

psychological rehabilitation work there. 
 
 
6.23 She leaves for Israel, through France to a villa near Marseilles. Describes 3 month 

wait for boat. 
 
6.37 Describes terrible voyage on boat to Haifa. 
 
6.45 Describes life in camp in Atlit until they were released by British. 
 
6.50 Describes her difficult adjustment to life in kibbutz. 
 
 
TAPE  3 
 
7.07 Leaves kibbutz, learns Hebrew and gets training. 
 
7.09 Tells tragic story of her stepmother, a survivor from Vilnius ghetto. 
 
7.12 Works as counselor in boarding school for surviving children. Describes her 

work. 
 
7.16 1947 meets her husband. Loses brother in War of Independence. 
 
7.21 Tells stories of survival of different people in the school. 
 
7.24 Gets married  in 1951 and has 2 daughters in spite of warning that she would not 

survive child bearing because of her heart condition. 
 
7.35 Talks of her psychological adjustment, her nightmares and her fears for the future. 
 
         END OF TAPE 
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