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Bergman, Paulina 
 
1.00 Born in ????? in Gorlice in Western Poland.  Born while her father was away 

during the first world war.  She spent the earliest years of her life living with her 
maternal grandfather.  Her father was a farmer and their household was very 
religious, but not Hasidic.  She had a sister five years younger.  She went to an all 
girls’ Polish school.  Went to a gymnasia as a teenager and became involved with 
local Zionist movements, for which she was once arrested.  Describes continuing 
involvements in these movements.  Got a job after graduating from high school. 

 
1.44 Describes preparations for war, beginning of war.  Their family moved along with 

their belongings to another village.  All men were ordered to enlist and doctors 
were called up by the government.  She traveled east by train along with her 
boyfriend.  When the train was bombed, her boyfriend disappeared, and she 
stayed in a small village with others from her hometown.  Her boyfriend was a 
doctor and secretly treated a German soldier with VD. 

 
2.09 They became aware that Germans were killing Jews.  In collaboration with a local 

dentist, her boyfriend (who had since become her husband) created forged papers 
saying that they were not Jewish.  The German patient warned them that the SS 
was coming to empty the town of Jews, and helped them escape.  They notified 
other Jews who then fled.  They arrived in Tarnov at the end of 1941, where her 
husband had family.  The Judenrat ????) found them lodgings with some Poles. 

 
2.30 When the Germans rounded up the Jews in June 1942, the Polish women who 

owned their flat hid them.  They were put into the Tarnov ghetto along with the 
remaining Jews.  As she looked Aryan, she was able to take a neighbor’s young 
daughter to her non-Jewish relatives in Krakow, while her husband remained in 
Tarnov. 

 
2.55 She, the girl, and the girl’s mother pretended to be Polish laborers, who were to be 

taken to work at a munitions factory.  They were taken to work at Hemagor (???) 
near the Austrian/Italian border, and then transferred to do agricultural work at 
another town near the border.  Describes experiences, contact with POW’s, 
husband in Tarnov.  She helped keep POW’s in nearby camp aware of German 
plans and helped them obtain a radio.  When threatened by a German officer’s 
sexual advances, she contacted his wife who helped her get a new job.  There she 
passed information to French POW’s about the Normandy landing. 

 
3.36 The girl’s father and his sister arrived and attracted suspicion from the Gestapo. 

She then went to work on trains.  She helped smuggle medical supplies and 
information to Yugoslavian partisans.  She then went to work for a German 
doctor, and continued stealing medical supplies until the end of the war, at which 
point she discovered that he was also involved in the underground. 
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3.50 Describes British entry into Austria.  She and the girl’s aunt made contact with 
British officers. 

  
4.04 Returns to describing events while in Tarnov before establishment of ghetto.  

Discusses attitude of Judenrat, getting certification as laborers. 
 
4.35 Describes involvement with Zionist group; continues to describe conditions 

before establishment of ghetto.     
 
4.57 Returns to discussion of experiences after the war.  She was still afraid to declare 

that she was Jewish.  British soldiers took her to Italy where she searched for 
records of her husband who had studied there.  In Bologna, she made contact with 
a Jewish unit from Palestine.  She met up with a cousin in the American army.  

 
5.20 She returned to Austria to find other Jews who had pretended to be Poles.  In 

May-June, 1945, she met up with a second Jewish unit.  She was reunited with the 
little girl and her parents.  She helped the Jewish unit bring former Nazis to 
justice. 

 
5.31 She returned to Italy and received a permit to immigrate to Palestine.  She arrived 

in Palestine in July of 1945.  She worked as a nurse for the sick while on the boat.  
They were taken to Atlit upon arrival at Haifa.  In August, the Haganah broke into 
the camp and helped hundreds of prisoners escape to Beit Oren.  She was then 
taken to Afua. 

 
5.45 She received a telegram from American relatives saying that her husband was still 

alive.  A letter from her husband said that he was in a hospital near Munich.  She 
traveled to Munich. 

 
END OF TAPE 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




