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Biskovitz, Ya’akov  Tape 1 of 3 
 
1.01 Was born in Hubicze, Poland.  His father was a carpenter.  There were 3 children.  

There was a large Jewish population, 45%  70,000-80,000 Jews.  Describes 
Jewish life until 1938. 

 
1.06 1939, beginning of the war.  Germans entered town and Polish anti-Semitism 

became flagrant. 
 
1.13 1939, describes Ghetto conditions and work of Judenrat. 
 
1.18 2,000 Jews from Chelm and 2,000 Jews from Hubicze were marched to transport 

trains. 
 
1.23 Germans came and left, then Russians came and gave everybody the possibility to 

escape East.  His father stayed. 
 
1.29 Refugees from Lodz and Warsaw arrive. 
 
1.30 The Judenrat and Jewish Police. 
 
1.36 May 1942, describes first action and transport to Sobibor.  Half were dead on 

arrival. 
 
1.40 Describes arrival in Sobibor and selection process. 
 
1.53 Population of Sobibor, 600 people from all over Europe and Jewish POW’s from 

Russian Army. 
 
1.54 Describes his work in the Bahnhof commando. 
 
1.58 Himmler’s visit.  Describes 4 different camps in Sobibor. 
 
2.07 Describes killing of the sick, including his father who was killed by Wagner and 

Franzel. 
 
2.12 Childrens’ work. 
 
2.13 Describes rebellion of Dutch Jews. 
 
2.14 Talks about Kapo Berliner who was a sadist. 
 
2.20 Revolt and escape from camp 3.  Kapo game them away and all 80 were killed. 
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2.24 Organized escape by Jewish POW’s, led by Pelcherski.  Describes plan and his 
escape to the forest. 

 
2.37 Describes his life in the forest for 4 months.  600 people escaped from Sobibor. 
 
2.43 Describes meetings in the forest with other escapees, with Jewish Partisans.  Talks 

about the strife between the groups. 
 
2.53 Describes his difficulties in joining different groups. 
 
3.10 Describes treatment by Polish and Russian Partisans. 
 
3.40 He joins Russian Partisans.  Various actions he took part in. 
 
3.55 1943, he is released from Partisans and returned to Hubicze.  Describes his 

attempt to return to his home. 
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(Repeats in more detail material from Tape 1) 
 
4.04 Born 1926, in Hubicze.  His early life, school life. 
 
4.30 Beginning of war, anti-Semitism, activities of the Judenrat. 
 
5.03 Repeats description of going to Sobibor and life there. 
 
5.12 Description of exterminations in camp 3. 
 
5.15 Children age 14-16. 
 
5.20 S.S. Wagner and Franzel and their cruelties; description of camps 1,2,3. 
 
5.26 First 8 months in Sobibor and the changes afterward. 
 
5.31 Fate of his family.  His work as a carpenter “the little carpenter;” he was 14. 
 
5.38 Evenings in camp. 
 
5.50 Work in Banhof, commando. 
 
5.55 Escape attempts. 
 
6.08 Repeats story of revolt and escape of 600 people. 
 
6.13 Recounts again his life in the forest. 
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6.19 His life with the Partisans.  End of war and return to Jubicze and then to Lublin. 
 
6.20 Life in the house for returnees in Lublin. 
 
6.25 Volunteers for the Polish army and went to front near Warsaw. 
 
6.29 Entry into Warsaw. 
 
6.35 Was sent to Pinchov to detonate mines. 
 
6.45 May 5, 1945, end of war.  Celebrations and his arrest for desertion. 
 
7.04 Describes his trial and death sentence. 
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7.07 Describes his life in Pariak jail in Warsaw.  His sentence was commuted to 20 

years and then to 3 months with his old batallion. 
 
7.21 He escapes to Lublin and joins Revisionist party of Beigin and is taken across the 

border to Austria. 
 
7.27 Describes his life and work in transit camp for children near Gratz. 
 
7.36 Describes various business ventures he was involved in. 
 
7.42 Was taken to Italy and then by boat “ben Hecht” to Palestine along with 600 

Beitar Youth.  They were caught by the British and brought to Cyprus.  Describes 
life in camp. 

 
7.52 Got married in camp and went to Israel in 1949. 
 
7.53 Describes his life in Israel.  He had a farm; a variety of jobs, and 23 years in the 

Israeli Police. 
 
7.59 He was a witness at 4 trials of S.S. in Germany.  Twice of Franzel, of Bauer and 

another S.S. 
 
8.11 Gave evidence in the Eichman trial. 
 
8.12 Shows family pictures. 
 
8.17 Talks about he effect of his experience, during the war on his later life. 
 
8.49 Shows pictures of 35 survivors from Sobibor at a reunion in Israel. 
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