
 

RG-50.120  #0031 
AHARON CARMI 
 
Translator's note: 
The beginning of Aharon Carmi's testimony is missing. I managed to reconstruct it by 

perusing the book “Min Hadleka Hahi” [”From that conflangation”] written by Aharon 
Carmi and Haim Frimmer. The book is in the USHMM's library, under D765.2 W3 K3 
1961. 

 
Please note further that the tapes are mismarked and sometimes the times notation on the 

tapes themselves are missing. I have tried to do my best to provide the story in its right 
sequence. When transcribing, pleas incorporate also the preliminary pages. All 
together, the story should be complete. 

Marta Wasertzug   8/9/05 
 
In the year 1939, Opoczno Jews were 2,954. Anti-semitism in the town was rampant, 

instigated by the 'Andaks'.  Nazis occupied the city on September 7. Two weeks later, 
Aharon Carmi's father [Eliezer Chmielnitzki] was taken hostage by the Nazis on 
trumped up charges. After a considerable ransom was paid, they were freed. 

 
Ghetto of Opoczno was set up in Nov/Dec 1940. It was liquidated on Oct. 27, 1942. Most of 

the Jews were deported to Treblinka, some remained in Opoczno and some were 
killed. Some Jews managed to reach the area forests and set up partisan groups. 

 
Aharon was one of 3 boys. He also had 3 sisters. Aharon's older brother, Moshe, went to 

study in engineering in Lodz. He was a classmate of Eliezer Geler who became, later 
on, one of the leaders of the Warsaw ghetto uprising. Moshe we mobilized into the 
Polish army. One other brother, Zeev, emigrated to Israel in 1935, at the time of the 
Maccabi games, and the other brother, Yosef, a soldier in the Polish army went over to 
the Russians with the outbreak of WWII. 

Return of Moshe from fighting with the Polish army. Killings in the ghetto in April 1942. 
Aharon had a job outside its perimeter. 

In December 1942, Germans declared that, for every German prisoner of war that is let go, 
10 Jews would be able to join their relatives in E. Israel. Lists were made, with 
German attention to detail. This encouraged the Jews, who were invited to get back to 
the ghetto if they had managed to escape; or those in hiding, to come out in the open. 

On Jan. 5, 1943, the Jews left the ghetto. They were put on trains and sent in the direction of 
Germany. On the train to certain extermination, Moshe encourages Aharon to jump 
off, and he will too. Aharon jumped first; he never heard Moshe's voice again. Aharon 
arrives in Warsaw, in search of Eliezer Geler. Looking for a place to live in the ghetto, 
and furnished with fake documents, he finds a place in a house, to which he was 
directed by Polish acquaintances outside the ghetto walls. The landlord insisted on 
registering him so that he will be eligible for food rations. The next day, while Aharon 
had decided to look for work in a bakery, he was nabbed by the Gestapo and thrown 
in jail. Aharon was tortured there in order to confess he was a Jew. He denied it and 
was abused further. His cell mates advised him to say he was a mixed parentage 
['mishling'] at the next interrogation. The next day, all 23 prisoners were taken from the 
jail to another location to be executed. At the last minute, a commander showed up 
asking what kind of prisoners there were. When he was told 'mishlings' he ordered to 
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stop the execution and take all the prisoners to the ghetto. He told them 'first, you 
have to experience living as Jews, then we will finish you off'. At the gate Aharon 
received a card on which was written his job with the 'werterfassung'. 

 
TAPE I 
1.00  Aharon is in Werterfassung [value registration], where he had been taken as a 

'mishling' [mixed parentage]. The work consisted of rounding up the valuable goods 
left in the Jewish homes - after their owners were sent to the ghetto - and appraising 
them. The best ones were sent to Germany; the lesser quality was sold to local Poles. 

 
2.47 As it had been its practice, A began designing ways to escape and not to work for the 

Germans, whom he mistrusted. 
 
3.11 On the other hand, he had recently been freed from jail. He was exhausted and in 

deep despair. Didn't think he had the strength needed to dissent, or escape. 
 
3.36 The workers lived in the work place. He looked for ways out, which turned out to be 

through the bathrooms. He walked on Miska street, where there was a bakery. A used 
to bake, so that he thought of working there. 

 
6.51 He was hired to work in exchange for a place to live. That was the Jewish bakery, of 

Pavel Gefen's. This was the 20th of January. 
 
11.06 The baker's house was very well appointed, but no one smiled. 
 
12.10  The family whispered together. The secrets had to do with a bunker which the family 

built for protection. This was after the first revolt in the Warsaw ghetto. 
 
15.14 Search for A's relative, Eliezer Geler. 
 
19.17 A is invited to live with the family as a relative. As such, he also helped in the 

construction of the bunker, under the oven. 
 
22.00 Then, he heard of the revolt, with more details. 
 
26.11 Bunkers that couldn't be built in the basement were built in the attic. 
 
29.11 Restrictions in the ghetto. 
 
30.37 Leaving to search for Eliezer Geller, once he was stronger and felt better. He heard 

that Geller had organized a Jewish fighters group to fight in the Warsaw ghetto. Arrival 
to the 'second group'. He met there many friends of the youth movement. The 'second 
group' was a fighting unit which had gone through some instruction, and could prove 
they can fight; it also meant that they were the 'waiting group', waiting for guns, that is. 
He learned much during this waiting period. 

 
45.38 A was eventually taken to Eliezer Geller, in a fighting unit. 
 
47.18 The emotional meeting. A tells him the detailed story of their town, of Opoczno. 
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50.29 Eliezer tells A about the first revolt of the Warsaw ghetto. For the first time, the Jews 

fled and were saved. It marked a new era. 
 
52.21 Eliezer gives a a weapon, as he proved himself worthy enough. It was a 'Parabelum' 

revolver. 
Note: The beginning is missing. 
 
TAPE I  [blue] 
15.09 He is brought into Wertherfassung as a son of mixed parentage. The next day, 

Germans were supposed to take him to work. [He was, apparently, in a ghetto, soon 
after Jews were interned there.] A's job consisted of going through the just abandoned 
Jewish households in the city, to catalog their belongings. The good things, valuable 
ones, to be sent to Germany, the rest to be sold to the Poles.  As it was his custom, A 
didn't believe the Germans, neither wanted him to work under them; he decided to 
flee. On the other hand, A had just been released from prison, a broken and 
desperate man, almost saying to himself he didn't have the strength to fight anything 
that befalls him. The impulse to flee prevailed and soon after he found himself in the 
street, outside the ghetto. He got instructions how to get to the bakery [his profession] 
and did go there. The city was Warsaw. The bakery was owned by a Jew, Pavel 
Geffen. He allowed A to stay. It was Jan. He entered the ghetto on Jan. 19, 1943 [?], 
a day after the first uprising. To the bakery , he arrived on the 20th. He started to work 
right away, after a good meal and a shower.  The house was beautiful, with original art 
on the walls! The family had already built a bunker. It appears that A had already been 
a baker in Opoczno [his birth place?], in Poland. A's agenda was to find a relative, 
Eliezer Geller After the ghetto was reduced, he lost track of him.  The bakers invited 
A, since he is an orphan, to stay with them They shared with him the secret of the 
bunker. A helped there. The family told him about the uprising, which A missed 
because he was in prison. A decided to weigh his options, and stay for a few days 
until he got stronger, and until he found Eliezer Geller, active in the Warsaw ghetto 
fighter.  On the second day in the bakers, 2 young men came looking for A 
Chmelnitzky, from Opoczno. They had been sent by Eliezer Geller! A then leaves the 
bakery. He was taken to a group home where 'brigade B' lived. There he met many 
acquaintances. The brigade B was composed of people from youth movements. After 
3 months of instruction, if they passed the exam, they could move over to the 'fighting 
brigade'. Others had to wait there, in the brigade B, for more weapons to be available 
for them. 

 
 Encounter with Eliezer Geller. A tells him what befell his family since Eliezer told him 

how the first uprising in Warsaw occurred. 
 
16.00 Eliezer gave A a weapon. Suddenly, from a vacillating person, he turned into a man 

sure of himself. He remembered his father's words when he told him to jump from the 
train 'maybe you will be saved, and maybe you will be able to avenge us'. A started 
training with his weapon, a 'parabellum'. 

 
TAPE II 
16.12 Eliezer, the man and the leader.  The group lived like in a commune. Discipline was 

strict. A's first sabotage activity.  Germans begin to move entire factories to a 'safer'  
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place [free of sabotage] in order to finish manufacturing the stock [the Jews did that] 
and then, send the Jews to Treblinka. A's organization, the Jewish Fighting Brigade, 
had to identify those factories, before they were moved, and burn them down.  In case 
the shop owners had come to terms with the Germans and received payment for their 
confiscating the property, A's organization [the IJF] demanded a contribution from 
those Jews. The money received went to acquire weapons. Those who refused to 
contribute voluntarily were put in jail. A became its warden. Dealing with the 
collaborators and informants among the Jews. Execution of Jewish traitors who had 
caused the death of other Jews. 

 
17.00 Life in the commune. 
 
7.50 The IJF had 500 members. They managed to carry out sabotage actions against a 

mighty army. 
 
12.00 More about the IJF. Move to 76 Leshno street. 
 
25.38 The IJF gets a new assignment: to build passage ways between the houses, a sort of 

network. This was done in preparation of an eventual German incursion. 
 
40.00  Some of the women in the I.J.F. 
 
43.40 The IJF group did not have any connection with the Warsaw ghetto Jews. They lived a 

communal life and didn't mingle with the others. The group was too busy to mingle, 
and the rest of the Jews were sympathetic to the IJF group. 

 
59.45 Economic situation was good in the ghetto at that time.......[End of black tape marked 

#6 on box spine.] 
 
18.03.02   It's now 2 weeks before the uprising, before Passover. The Jews feared the 

holiday because that's when the Germans were more cruel: deportations, etc. 
 
4.23 The Germans allowed the Jews to bake matzoh for that holiday, but with black flour 

because there wasn't any white. The rabbi allowed it. On the other hand, the Germans 
planned the ghetto's destruction for April 19. The next day was the birthday of Hitler. 
The finished ghetto would be his gift. 

 
6.46 There was no time for the underground to carry out its plans to mine all entrances to 

the ghetto. 
 
10.08 The underground demanded a million guilder from the Judenrat to purchase weapons. 

After the latter refused, the underground took what they could find by force. 
 
BLACK TAPE 2 [marked 7 on spine]  
14.21 Relationship between Judenrat and the underground changed over time. At first, 

public feared the underground because after an event  [smuggling, sabotage, etc.] the 
Germans subscribed to 'collective punishment'. 
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17.53 The prevalent attitude changed after January after the first uprising. The commanders 
of the underground, in the meantime, tried to educate the public to resist the 
Germans' orders.  The public's attitude to the underground therefore, changed for the 
better. 

 
20.00 Jewish traitors were executed, after careful examination of the events. 
 
24.00 The shops [lumber, shoe making, etc.] and their monetary contribution to the 

underground. 
 
32.10 The Revisionists had their own underground. 
 
41.58 Recruiting for the underground, the oath. 
 
52.00 A found a Haggadah, and re-wrote it, according to the war events [we were slaves of 

Hitler in Germany', etc.] He thought that since permission was given to bake matzoh, 
he will read his reworded Haggadah at the seder... but it wasn't to be, as the uprising 
broke out before. He put the Haggadah in his pocket and took it out only in April 27. 
He still has it! 

 
19.00.00  April 18. Silence in the ghetto. 
04.42 During A's turn guarding a Jewish prisoner, he saw strange sights and heard strange 

noises coming from the street. 
 
6.33 The commander of the underground declares an emergency, it still wasn't clear of 

what. All breaks were cancelled. Next day it became clear that the Germans, with the 
help of Polish police, had surrounded the ghetto. The underground members waited 
until 7 a.m., when the work groups were scheduled to leave the ghetto. They weren't 
allowed to leave and were directed to the factory building. The underground 
understood that an 'Action' was imminent. Eliezer, the commander, sends an order to 
the members to stand at the pre-assigned ---- posts. 

 
15.05 The uprising begins, and shots are answered by the Germans with heavy artillery. 

From A's post, they don't know much. 
 
16.40 Organizing the uprising [blocking stairwells, etc.]. Weapons were a revolver per 

person and 2 grenades - more grenades were in a box for everyone's use, and 
Molotov cocktails. 

 
30.17 About Germans strategy to liquidate the ghetto. 
 
32.00 The uprising begins in the central ghetto, not in the shops area where A is posted. 
 
49.46 The fight comes to the shops area. A is proud [?] to shoot into the incoming German 

troops. It was April 20.  The shops manager, Tebenz {?} called on the workers to obey 
the orders, which were to leave the ghetto for another location, Poniatov, where they 
will be put up with their families and where the supplies and machines will be 
transported. The underground advised against it; they saw it as a ruse to liquidate the 
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Jews in another location. In face, that's exactly what happened to those who agreed 
to go after the supplies were exhausted; they were all sent to their deaths in Treblinka. 

 
19.58 The underground group located in the shops gets organized for the next day of 

fighting. 
 
20.08.00   Morning of April 21, and the following days. 
 
38.00 The Nazis enter the building through a non-barricaded hallway. They managed to kill 

the Nazis. 
 
57.08 The execution of a young Jewish spy by the underground. 
 
21.00.00   The group was able to see the explosions and burning of the central ghetto. 
 
08.00 Eliezer Geller, the underground commander, comes to report to the group about the 

uprising in the central ghetto, and how successful the Jews there had been. Also, 
some mines that A's group had planted and which had not exploded then, did so now, 
causing much harm to the Germans. 

 
Black tape #3 [marked #8 on spine]. 
20.00 Hunger prevails. A offers to bake bread [his profession]. He does it in the abandoned 

corner bakery. The next day the Germans destroy it. 
 
30.00  Germans find the bunker and the underground must find a new place. 
 
22.05.10  Description of entrance to 'hospital', where some of the wounded members of the 

underground were taken. 
 
8.19 A's group was low in ammunition. 5 days had passed since the uprising. That 

encouraged the group to last another day and another one after it. 
 
24.00 There were 22 underground units in the ghetto. 
 
29.40 April 26. The Germans begin a new onslaught on the ghetto, warning that the houses 

will be burned down. And they began. 
 
33.00 A's group runs from the attic of one house to the other, while the fire is raging. At 

times, they walked on bare beams because the fires had gutted all other materials. 
 
34.44 April 27. Underground commando ordered all fighters to concentrate at a certain spot: 

56, Leshno St. 
 
23.05.31  April 28. Unit arrives in Leshno 56, after picking up the wounded from the hospital. 

Road is dangerous because of the fires and the presence of Germans shooting. The 
group went directly to the bunker at that address. They awaited the arrival of all the 
underground units. 

 
8.02 The search for the escape 'canals' [sewers]. A was in the reconnaissance group. 
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14.17 Luilet, the liaison, was the leader of the group. 
 
24.33 The plan to move through the sewers. There were about 30 to go. 
 
34.21 In addition to the underground, there were no other survivors remaining in the ghetto 

bunkers, as they heeded the Nazis warnings about burning the houses, and left their 
hiding places in droves. 

 
38.12 The walk in the sewers. 
 
50.00 Exiting the sewer. 
 
57.55 April 29.  Morning. 
00.04.41  the group leaders try to make contact with Antek. While they are waiting for next 

step, A finds the Haggadah he began to re-write in his pocket. So while there, as the 
8.41 ghetto burns, this assembly of Jews begin to take part in the reading! 
 
10.27 Outside, the world continues like before: people nicely dressed in the streets, the 

tramways pass. 
 
11.54 The group of 35, armed to the teeth, expected a truck to take them away. The evening 

came and went, and they still waited. No one told on them! The curfew was on after 6 
pm, which meant that the group had to stay and wait another night. 

 
Black Tape #4 [marked #9 on spine] 
18.00 Exiting the underground pipes [sewers] A group, with Lilith at the head, goes back to 

the ghetto - against the commander's recommendations - to try to bring out some 
friends stuck there. The experiment ends with the death of most people. 

 
30.00 The truck finally shows up the next morning. 
 
32.09 Eliezer Geller stayed behind and wished A success. The truck was packed! The 

person in charge gave them the order to attack with grenades in case of danger. 
 
36.15 The departure was done in the light of day, while the Poles crossed themselves and 

looked at them with curiosity. Destination was Lomianki. Location of the forest. 
Establishment of the camp.  Life in the camp. 

 
48.28 The search for water, which was promised but never delivered. 
 
52.56 The first night in the camps. 
 
57.42 A new general commander is chosen for the entire camp:  David Novodworski. 
 
59.00 Description of the night sky, in the forest of young pines, looking at the bright stars 

through the trees' needles. Whatever will happen to the group, they were free, armed, 
they could fight or hide - it was their choice! 

 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 

1.00.00   Water, provisions. 
 
8.37 From the forest, they saw Warsaw burn. 
 
36.48 Encounter in the forest with all the surviving groups that managed to leave the 

Warsaw ghetto alive, after the uprising. 
 
2.49.00   Encounter with the survivors of Mila 18, among others Tzivia Lubetkin, Yosef 

Kaplan, etc. 
 
55.11 Now there were 60 survivors. 
 
3.12.52  The groups depart the young forest for another location, through Warsaw and the 

Vistula, towards the Bug and the partisans. 
 
Black tape marked 2 of 10, or 5 of 9 {!!!!] 
3.23.49  Arrival to the huge forest from Waskof. 
 
30.12  Organization of the partisans. The group was called Mordecai Anielewicz. 
 
54.19 Walk in the forest. Arrival in the factory [Folwerk?[ from where they got food. 
 
29.00 Crossing the Bug. 
 
5.00.00  The end of the group of partisans after many man hunts - the fate of the partisans. 
 
6.18.27  The Anielewicz group was thus disbanded. 
 
6.30.00  The fate of some members of the group who decided to return to Warsaw. 
 
Black take marked 3 of 10 [or 6 of 9!] 
46.21 A and a small group go south. 
 
54.35 Journey strategy. 
 
7.09.20  Encounter with another two Jews who offer to lead the group. 
 
8.00.00  The group's progress through the villages. 
 
11.42 Winter in the forest. 
 
16.43 In February, because of the news coming from the front about troop movements, the 

group decided to change directions and go east. 
 
27.49 What gave them the strength to continue was their certainty that the Germans will be 

vanquished - they did not know if they will see the day, though. In the forest, however, 
they were hopeful that the end was near. For A, the desire to join his family in Eretz 
Israel was strong and gave him extra motivation. 
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9.04.23  After a month of walking they encountered a huge fire, caused by the retreating 
army. They were coming up to the front, to the encounter between the Russian and 
German armies. 

 
7.02 A's group began to retreat, even up to Berlin. But then, what? After 2 weeks of 

walking they came to some Polish partisans who could help them. The group needed 
to hide. 

 
10.10 They dug a trench and waited for the German army to pass, on the east of Dobre, a 

Polish village. 
 
14.00 The next day, the Germans arrived and set an artillery station on top of their hiding 

place. Then they felt the explosion of the Katyshas, from the Russian side. Inside the 
trench, the walls had started to collapse, covering the group up to their waist. After  a 
couple of days, they only heard Russian and Polish. The Germans were not heard 
again. The group did not move, awaiting their Polish friend to come to them with good 
news. 

 
19.44 Upon exiting the trench, the group came out to a scene of fire and complete 

destruction. They decided to go in the direction of the Russian army. They were 
stopped by Russian soldiers. It was 1943. 

 
30.14 Arrival to the front in 1944. 
 
50.06 The Russians interrogate A and his group. after passing the inquest, the group joins 

the Russians. Now there were 3 in the Red Army. 
 
10.04 The group was there for 10 days. 
 
14.11 After the time, the 3 are given orders to go to Minsk [?] as 'milicie' to check on those 

who are in positions of power after the liberation, those who were under suspicion of 
still collaborating with the Nazis. The sojourn in that city. 

 
Black tape marked 4 of 10 
10.40.00  Encounter with Abba Kovner in Lublin. 
 
12.24.46  Russians send the Jews to 'clean up' the Polish collaborators with the Germans. 
 
28.23 The final attack on Warsaw. They city is evacuated. 
 
35.45 After Warsaw's fall, A goes from Minsk to Warsaw in search of his brother.  Meeting 

with Yitzchak Zuckerman and beginning of conversation about going to Israel. 
 
Black Tape Marked 5 of 10 
12.46 Meeting with Tzivia Lubetkin. 
 
13.36.00  A and Miriam get married in a civil ceremony. 
 
14.07.00  A visits his birth place: Opoczwno. Out of over 5,000 Jews 20 remained now. 
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14.38.00  A sojourn in Lodz. 
 
42.00 On to Warsaw. 
 
48.16 A and his wife begin the journey to Israel from Warsaw. 
 
15.11.29  In Cracow, next station, they receive false documents that identify them as Greek 

survivors from Auschwitz. 
 
17.41 On to Yezhov [Jezow]. 
 
21.36 On to Krosno. 
 
27.35 Departure toward the border into Czechoslovakia. 
 
42.31 Train to Tokaj [Hungary]. 
 
44.39 On to Debrecen, Hungary also. It was May 9, end of the war. The entire train load got 

off and participated in a parade to celebrate. 
 
Black tape marked 10 of 10 
53.39 Waiting for the next train. 
 
59.57 The other refugees on the train on the day of liberation were going home. A and the 

others were going 'home' to Israel, but to an uncertain road. Their joy was not 
complete. 

 
16.04.26  The documents of A and the group were [falsified] 'given' by the Red Cross stated 

that they were refugees returning home [to Greece] so that as long as they were 
traveling in the general direction, no one bothered them. 

 
6.16 They got on a local train, with a 'group' ticket. They crossed the border to Romania, to 

Alba Iulia. There they were sent to a farm. 
 
10.50 Organization of life there in kibbutz-style. All Zionist youth groups worked together, 

and planned to bring the idea to Eretz Israel. Unity is more important than politics in 
order to settle Jews in the new land. 

 
20.06 3 months they were in Alba Iulia. 
 
37.16 Since the political situation changed with the new power of Russia over Rumania, the 

Jews could no long leave for Eretz Israel from there: they needed to go via Italy. 
 
39.46 On to Bucharest, where they stayed for 3 months. The 'kibbutz' was in the middle of 

the city. 
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49.22 Local Jews gave their 1,000 certificates to go to Israel to the survivors. It was decided 
on categories in order to distribute certificates: children, pregnant women, etc, among 
the categories: survivors of the Warsaw ghetto uprising. 

 
56.37 A and his wife received the certification October 20. 
 
57.19 On to Constanza, Romanian port, to await the ship Transylvania. 
 
17.00.00  The trip from Romania to Israel. Arrival in Israel. Emotional encounter between A 

and his only surviving sibling, Zeev. Work in Israel - the first month there. 
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