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Eliaz, Ruth   Tape 1 of 3 
1.01 She was born Ruth Huppert in October 1922 in Ostrava, Czechoslovakia.  

Describes her family – father was a butcher, older sister Edith, and her mother 
who “disappeared” early from her life and whose absence affected her greatly.  As 
a girl from a divorced family, there was double pressure to behave “properly.”  
Generally, there was much emphasis on appearance.  She was raised with care 
and love by her grandparents and her Uncle Hugo and his wife until her father 
remarried.  She describes how father’s business, with Hugo, prospered.  They had 
several stores, cars, and a cottage in the mountains where they went to ski. 

 
1.10 She went to a Jewish school, first, and then to a German Gymnasium and later to 

a boarding school with her sister.  Describes herself as a “bad” girl who became a 
poor student, too, because of her home difficulties.  Jewish girls, like their 
families, generally kept to themselves with minimal contact with either Germans 
or Czech.  Describes how they celebrated the holidays and living almost entirely 
within the family and isolated form the outside non-Jewish world. 

 
1.33 With the town being on the Polish/German/Czech border, refugees arriving in 

1938 told about the events in Germany, but they did not believe that it could 
happen in Czechoslovakia.  After the October 1938 annexation of the Sudeten, 
there were more attempts to leave.  Maccabi youth movement urged to go to 
Palestine.  They stayed because of father’s Tuberculosis.  On March 14, 1939, 
they were surprised by the Germans’ entry.  Describes the chaos, restrictions, 
being thrown out of school, family business and property was taken away, 
servants disappeared.  They handed over all valuables to the Gestapo.  The 
Germans were orderly and systematic in their arrangements. 

 
2.13 As all Ostrava men (18 to 60) were to go to labor camp, her family decided to flee 

(via Brno and some weeks with an aunt in Vishko) and ended up in a small 
village, Pojojitze where they lived until 1942, when they were discovered.  She 
describes life in this village as very satisfying, admitting that as a 17-year-old she 
had a different outlook than her parents.  She did farm work, learned to knit, 
played in a band and she and her sister had boyfriends. 

 
2.42 They were “discovered” (due to her carelessness???) by the Gestapo and had to 

report to Brno with only one suitcase – April 1, 1942.  The village gave them a 
warm farewell.  In Brno, there was a meticulous German registration.  Train travel 
to Terezin on April 4th. 

 
2.51 Describes walking into the camp and the first night’s arrangements.  Jews with 

yellow stars registered them according to the meticulous German labeling and 
numbering system.  Describes 150,000 card-catalogue with its detailed items 
(now in Israel).  Men and women were housed separately.  Her boyfriend acted as 
a liaison.  Eight-hour work shifts.  Tells the town’s history.  Germans evacuated 
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all original residents.  Describes the small houses as well as the old army 
barracks, their internal structure, sleeping arrangements, latrines, filth, etc. 

 
3.10 She explains the “in and out” movement of Jews into Terezin and cites numbers.  

When the camp became too crowded, transports were “sent East” – nobody knew 
what that meant.  She describes how the entire system was run by Jews 
(Judeneltern) under German orders.  There were “departments” for everything, 
including “transports.”  A methodical numbering system, card registration, 
priorities and appeal option for transports to unknown destinations.  There were 
some protected jobs.  She describes the prisoner population, initially Czech but 
later from other countries, including older German inmates and psychiatric 
patients. 

 
3.33 Her first transport was delayed due to sickness.  Her father wanted the entire 

family to go, but she got married to Koni (her boyfriend) and could stay behind.  
Her father and sister when on the transport and she never saw them again.  
Describes her work as a nurse with the elderly, the terrible lack of hygiene, 
nightly deaths, and hunger.  Children under 16 were housed separately.  She had 
better food working, subsequently, in the kitchen and described how little food 
could be bartered for everything.  Though morale was low, they did not steal form 
each other. 

 
3.58 Describes the creative activities (choir, opera, concerts) lead by the many talented 

people (Raphael Schechter, Gideon Klein).  It helped them forget their 
surroundings.  Initially, it was conducted in secrecy. 

 
Tape 2 of 3 
4.04 Describes the performance of the children’s opera “Brundibar” by the children of 

the Prague orphanage and their fate.  Other operas, Terezin hymn, children’s 
drawings.  Once Germans discovered these activities, they enabled and supported 
them, partly to forget (later, after she left they even visited).  Gideon Klein, Hans 
Krassa, and Ullman were among the artists.  She describes the Red Cross’ visit 
and false beautification efforts.   A 1944 Red Cross film full of lies is still shown 
to this day.  All those participating were transported.  Children were taught 
reading and math in secret lessons.  Children younger than 16 had separate living 
quarters and better work and food. 

 
4.26 Describes how she and her husband found moments to be together.  With wood 

obtained in exchange for some food, they were able to build a partitioned room.  
She became pregnant, but abortion was forbidden.  100-150 people died daily.  
They were initially buried, but soon burned and their ashes were thrown into the 
river.  Transport of children from Bialistock, all sent to extermination. 

 
4.35 After several postponements (because she was married), she was sent on 

Christmas 1943.  Describes the train travel with 50-70 people in a cattle car, how 
they handled one toilet pail – it was three days of an inhumane trip.  Arrived (with 
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2,500) to screaming S.S. and dogs.  Cold showers, no mattresses, huge barracks, 
registered and given numbers.  First night in quarantine, next day to Birkenau B-2 
“Familienlager” – this was the only joint male/female camp in Auschwitz.  Only 
subsequently did she understand that the Germans feared that the Red Cross 
would follow up on the Terezin inmates so they kept them together a while 
longer. 

 
4.49 Describes the two rows of buildings/barracks and their insides, beds, toilets, etc.  

There were 200-300 people per barrack (block).  Electric barbed wire, lights and 
watch towers.  There was also a sick room, an office, and a children’s block, with 
a wonderful education, Fred Hirsch.  She was in young women’s Block 6.  
Describes what they got, the food, morning “Appel” work (aimless transfer of 
stones).  No contact with the outside and did not believe gas rumors.  She was 
sick, but didn’t dare abort.  Kindly Jewish hangman helped with food. 

 
5.07 INTERLUDE, regarding Terezin.  Relates how (Fall of 1943) they were ordered 

to stand Appell in the field, from morning until night until they ran back to camp.  
Does not know what this was about. 

 
5.13 Continues describing Auschwitz.  She describes the food in detail.  They were so 

hungry that they (young women) “cooked” in fantasy.  Describes their daily 
schedule.  Counting and escapes.  Relates Lederer’s presumed escape and 
warning to Terezin’s inmates.  Describes how young women from Block 6 had to 
play music when an inmate was flogged.  Heard screams of attractive girls taken 
by the S.S., presumably raped. 

 
5.24 Terezin to Auschwitz transports and misleading mail – three months before them 

(September) there was a 5,000 – person transport from Terezin.  Now, when they 
were 3 months in Auschwitz, they were told to write home with a delayed date 
(April instead of March).  On March 6, the 5,000 September transport from 
Terezin was rounded up, and exterminated.  Presumably, after finding that Red 
Cross was not interested in filming anymore, hence, no need to preserve them.  
Fred Hirsch committed suicide.  Lederer was not believed in Terezin because of 
the late-dated postcards.  When another transport arrived from Terezin in May, 
they knew their time has come. 

 
5.34 Eventually smell caused belief in gas chambers.  Rumors regarding bombing of 

Germany and need for workers there.  July 1944, ordered to appear naked to 
selection.  Although in the 8th month Mengele ordered her to join young women 
(the rest from the Familienlager perished).  They were locked in terrible cages.  
Gynecological examination.  On to a train to Hamburg for four days to work in 
bombed refineries.  She had night blindness due to lack of vitamins. 

 
6.02 When she and her friend, Berta, were found to be pregnant, they were sent to 

Ravensbruck women’s camp to the “sick department” (Krankenbau).  Describes 
the camp and the sadistic S.S. female guards.  Succeeded in talking woman 
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commander to letting her stay with Berta, who was delivering her baby, while the 
others were sent to extermination. 

 
6.13 When there was no child birth the angry commander sent them back to Auschwitz 

with an unfamiliar S.S. man on a regular train where they took off their Jewish 
yellow triangle.  In Auschwitz, they assumed non-Jewish names and assigned to 
the Krankenbau and found out about Mengele and his experiments.  They were a 
sensation as the only inmates ever leaving, and returning, to the camp alive. 

 
6.21 Mengele came to inquire.  Describes his polished appearance and demeanor.  

Now, she had to explain how he had missed transporting her in the earlier 
selection.  His response was, “give birth and then you’ll see.”  Describes how she 
delivered a lovely girl on a bench with a midwife’s help, but lacking basic 
facilities.  Mengele ordered her breasts tied to prevent nursing.  The baby cried 
and deteriorated.  After a week, Mengele ordered for both to be transported the 
next day.  A Czech woman physician prisoner brought a morphine syringe and 
forced her to choose.  Thus, she killed her baby. 

 
6.37 She remained in Auschwitz until October.  One crematorium was bombed.  She 

and Berta (whose baby was also killed) were sent with other young Hungarian 
women to work in Germany.  She found another good luck “charm” and believed 
in it. 

 
6.42 Describes camp at Tauchau bei Leipzig - somewhat better conditions.  Worked 

first in munitions factory.  Then, as the only German speaker in the group of 
young women, she worked in a bakery.  Delight in brad and an opportunity to 
steal for other inmates.  There were also other foods.  She stole only from the S.S.  
Also, told men about munitions to relay to the underground.  Describes the 
German townspeople as hostile.  She heard a radio (in German soldier’s room she 
cleaned) with news regarding the war’s progress.  There were Italian and English 
P.O.W.’s in camp as well as gypsies.  Welcomed the increased allied bombing, 
but they had to share shelters with hostile guards.  Describes the 1944/45 Silvester 
party, following which she was assigned to prepare “cabaret” (night club) 
programs for the camp.  Other prisoners helped with music.  Satisfaction that 
attending Germans and S.S. clapped for the Jews.  Both her knowledge of German 
and her musical skills helped her several times throughout her camp experience. 

 
Tape 3 of 3 
7.12 When she and some women were driven to work outside Leipzig (in Haleander 

Saale), heavy allied bombing forced them into shelters together with their soldier-
guards who begged them to return to camp (which they did because it was safer 
than the outside as civilian German population was hostile and anti-Semitic).  
She, along with 50 inmates, remained in camp to work with the sick while all the 
others were marched out on April 14, 1945.  When their last guards left, she 
opened the camp’s gates to find out that all who had left were marched on a 
“Todesmarch,” rounded up, and burned.  They were helped to reach the American 
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lines.  She met Captain Winter who welcomed them in Yiddish - first decent 
living conditions.  With a few escapees from the “Todesmarch,” they now 
numbered 100 former prisoners of various backgrounds, plus 12 Czechs. 

 
7.34 Describes her return to Ostrava (via Prague) finding no one, feeling lonely and 

depressed.  She was sent for a while to a psychiatric sanatorium.  Support from 
the 12 Czech friends was the most important.  She was separated from her 
husband and married Kurt Eliaz whose family had also perished.  Describes re-
building their life together during the next two years in Prague. 

 
7.50 Feeling alienated as Jews and their Zionist backgrounds led them to move to the 

new state of Israel in 1949.  She describes the excitement as well as some harsh 
treatment, which reminded them of their camp experiences, they were met with 
upon arrival.  Describes their first years in Israel – modest hard-working life, but 
full of satisfaction.  Further talks about their personal and professional 
advancements as well as the birth of two sons. 

 
8.03 From total reticence to active education about the Holocaust.  Intertwined with the 

story of building a new life in Israel, she describes and explains the 
transformation of her attitude regarding speaking about her Holocaust 
experiences.  Initially, both she and her husband refused to talk about it (they did 
not even tell their children).  They wanted no contact with anything German.  But, 
in a 1973 television program, while playing Czech music and meeting Terezin 
survivors, she somehow got to tell her story.  The reactions to this and to 
subsequent talks convinced her of the importance of disclosure, especially to 
young people and mostly to young Germans.  She has since traveled and talked 
extensively, including going to Germany.  She made education about the 
Holocaust her work priority.  She has also written a book about her experiences 
(“The Spirit of Life” in Hebrew and “Hope kept me Alive” in German, which was 
published in 1989). *  She reflects on the meaning of having lived through the 
Holocaust and the importance of its remembrance for generations to come. 

 
 
* The translator mentions that she thinks the book has been translated into English and 
will be in the Museum’s library soon. 
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