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Finkelshtein, Fela 
 
TAPE I 
1.01 Fela Finkelshtien was born in Warsaw 1921, had two sisters and a brother. 

Traditional home and Jewish schools. Joined Beitar youth movement. Describes 
family, social and economic conditions. Uncles went to Palestine in 20’s. 

 
1.13 Describes life in Beitar movement, education, military training. Leaders in the 

group. Mentions Begin and Jabotinsky. 
 
1.35 Party politics involved in getting certificates to Palestine. 1938 Beitar convention 

with Jabotinsky. 
 
1.47 Relationship with Polish neighbors in Praga. 
 
2.01 1939, war broke out. Describes 3 weeks of fighting. Youth movement organized 

activities, discussed plans and options. 
 
2.10 Describes working on Polish farm, relationship with farmer in village of 

Chuberchuw[?] 
 
2.15 Returned to Warsaw when Germans ordered everyone in outlying villages to go 

into ghetto. 
 
2.24 Describes life in ghetto, living conditions, worked in sewing workshop; hunger in 

ghetto. 
 
2.35 Rumors about fate of Jews and panic in ghetto. Rounding up of Jews for 

extermination and searches by Germans and Jewish Police. 
 
2.40 Fate of her mother. 
 
2.48 Describes the spirit of resistance and how she joined the underground. 
 
2.56 Describes the Jewish police helping Germans. She escaped two selections. 
 
3.05 She joins the Irgun, the underground organization. Describes her initiation, goals 

and rules of organization. Her role as a messenger. 
 
3.13 Describes how they got weapons from the outside. 
 
3.20 Dissemination of news in the ghetto. 
 
3.29 Plans to escape through sewers to Polish side and their betrayal and capture. 
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3.34 Burning of the ghetto and her transport to Majdanek. 
 
3.38 Describes Majdanek, selections, work and extermination. 
 
3.40 Describes battle in Moranowka Square in big ghetto and the destruction of the 

ghetto. 
 
3.50 The crematorium in Majdanek, her life in the camp. 
 
3.58 Selection by Mengele to work in Auschwitz and destruction of Majdanek in 1943. 
 
TAPE II 
4.05 The role of youth movement education in her survival. 
 
4.18 1st day in Birkenau, describes accommodations and work. 
 
4.25 Fate of Greek prisoners. 
 
4.35 Work in weapons factory [union] in Auschwitz. 
 
4.43 Transport of young girls from France who worked in gun powder factory. They 

smuggled gun powder to male prisoners who used it to blast the crematorium. 
When their role was discovered they were publicly hanged. 

 
4.51 Sanitary conditions. She gets typhoid fever. 
 
5.00 State of mind of inmates and what they talked about. 
 
5.11 Passover and Yom Kippur in the camp. 
 
5.22 Story of Bella the singer from Saloniki and her description of the gas chambers. 
 
5.28 Difficulty in identifying SS men for trials after the war. 
 
5.37 Concerts in camp and propaganda movies. 
 
5.40 Recruitment to brothels. 
 
5.46 End of 1944, Himmler and Red Cross delegation comes to camp. 
 
6.02 January 1945, they were marched towards Germany. 
 
6.10 She escapes and hides out in a Polish village. 
 
6.22 Liberation by Russian army. End of war. 
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6.25 February 1945 she takes train to Warsaw, works in a Russian hospital for food 
and lodging. 

 
6.31 Her trip through Lodz and Austria to Italy and in January 1946 with an illegal 

boat ‘Sereni’ to Haifa. 
 
6.39 Her absorption in Palestine. Party politics. She gets married and has 2 children, 7 

grandchildren. The psychological impact of her experiences. 
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