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1.01 Chaim Hamer was born in 1924 in Dorna, South Bukovina.  Describes the town 

and life there.  10,000 residents were Rumanian.  There were 2,000 Jews and 
3,000 Germans.  Jews lived in the center of town.  Until 1936, there were good 
relations with the Germans and poor relationships with the Rumanians.   

 
1.04 Political life in Dorna.  In 1940, all the Germans went to Germany. 
 
1.07 Jewish life in Dorna.  Everybody spoke Hebrew.  Youth movements.  Describes 

school and synagogues.  Different sections in the Jewish community – 
professional, work hierarchy in population. 

 
1.18 Rumanian anti-Semitism. 
 
1.21 His early education. 
 
1.24 Zionism.  He belonged to “Zionism Klaliyim” (Central Zionists).  Went to 

Bucharest to agricultural training (“Hachshara”). 
 
1.27 Mother died when he was 10.  He went to live with an uncle in Chernovitz.  Went 

to high school and also learned carpentry.  Joined the Bundt. 
 
1.30 1938, describes anti-Semitism when Bukovina was taken by Russians.  Pogroms.  

Antonesko’s rule and the 1941 rebellion against him.  Increased pogroms, 
persecutions and killings. 

 
1.35 He went to Bucharest.  Worked in the city training in the youth movement.  

Describes living in the youth movement community.  Iron guards arrested them 
but the army later freed them. 

 
1.40 Describes treatment by Iron Guards and their release by rebelling army in 1941. 
 
1.49 Treatment of Dorna Jews by Iron guards.  Germans supported Antonesko. 
 
1.52 Rumanians feared Russians.  Jews who escaped to Chernovitz were arrested by 

Russians and suspected as traitors. 
 
1.53 Describes Hachshara in Galatz.  Was sent back to Dorna when the war with 

Russia started. 
 
2.01 Laws against Jews in Dorna.  Describes his state of mind. 
 
2.04 October 1941, Rumanian Government announces transport of Jews.  Preparation 

for transport.  Rumanians take over Jewish businesses. 
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2.10 Describes transport, destroyed Hadaki ghetto near the Niester River where they 
met Besserabian Jews and patients from an insane asylum in Chernovitz.  Many 
suicides. 

 
2.18 Arrives in Mogilev.  Describes his life there. 
 
2.31 Joined a group of young Zionists.  1942, Stalingrad fell.  Antonesky decided not 

to send Jews to concentration camps. 
 
2.36 Ordered to go to Torchin to work in a coal mine.  Describes experience. 
 
2.39 Kiev fell.  He went back to Mogilev. 
 
2.44 January 1944, he attempts to lead a group of orphans across the Niester, but was 

returned to Mogilev. 
 
3.0 Describes organization and functions of Judenrat in Mogilev.  In 1942, Danilov 

became the head of the Judenrat.  He gave a list of names to the Germans for 
transports.  Describes brutal Jewish police. 

 
3.07 When Russians came, he was enlisted in the red army.  He was interrogated as a 

suspected collaborator by the NKVD and sent to a work battalion. 
 
3.15 Difference between Rumanian and German treatment of Jews. 
 
3.20 Corrections to previous material.  Details of Jews in mass graves.  Sadism of 

Jewish guards. 
 
3.23 March of 1944, describes Pechora camp. 
 
3.28 Describes escape of German soldiers across the Dienster to escape advancing 

Russian troops. 
 
3.33 Describes Russian takeover of Mogilev.  He was in a Russian army camp. 
 
3.36 Mood when Russians arrived.  Refugees were put in work battalions repairing 

airfields. 
 
3.40 Fate of German POW’s and relationship of Jewish refugees to German prisoners. 
 
3.47 He gets to Riga with the Russian army.  Population was pro-German.  Describes 

the Jewish population in Riga. 
 
3.53 Hears about death of Jews in Dniepropetrovsk. 
 
3.57 Describes helping German prisoners. 
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3.59 Russian losses; abandoned Russian children. 
 
4.01 Bombardment of trains with Jewish refugees. 
 
4.03 Medical treatment in Russian army.  Arrives in Smolensk in July 1944.  Describes 

the destruction he saw. 
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4.05 Describes Smolensk at liberation. 
 
4.07 Work in Russian army in supply system and is sent to Vitepsk with advancing 

army, then to Latvia and Estonia. 
 
4.13 Describes Riga Jews and the burnt synagogues. 
 
4.15 1945, he is sent to Warsaw.  Describes Memel. 
 
4.20 Negotiations to be allowed to return to Mogilev.  Kruchov was involved.  

September 1945, lists were made of all freed Rumanian Jews. 
 
4.25 Describes train ride back to Rumania.  Describes Chernovitz. 
 
4.33 Arrival in Bukovina, Bucharest.  Is received by Zionist Youth group.  Finds out 

about the Holocaust. 
 
4.37 Works with other youth groups to arrange border crossings of refugees to 

Radovitz. 
 
4.42 His work with groups preparing for Aliya. 
 
4.49 Describes voyage on “Hagana” boat to Atlit. 
 
4.50 “Black Sabbat” – arrest of Jewish leaders. 
 
4.55 Describes Hachshara in Brashov. 
 
5.00 1946, arrives in Israel.  Reception in kibbutz Tel Yizchak. 
 
5.07 Goes back to describe the trip to Mogilev, Tulchina.  Attitudes of population. 
 
5.09 Russian women and POW’s who were sent to Siberia. 
 
5.14 Difference between Socialist and kibbutz ideology. 
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5.28 Meeting his wife in Rumania.  They moved to Kfar Saba and worked in orange 
groves.  Joined the army in 1948, went to Palmach, describes the atmosphere and 
discrimination in Palmach. 

 
5.43 Talks about Benny Marshak, Dan Ben Amoz, Rabin, and Tabenkin. 
 
5.48 Unwillingness of Israeli population to hear what happened in the Holocaust. 
 
6.03 Criticism of party system and political life in Israel. 
 
6.08 Difficult time during War of Independence in Jerusalem. 
 
6.13 Questions of Israeli’s - “ Why didn’t they resist?  Why didn’t they come before 

the war?” and his answers. 
 
6.20 His feelings about Germany. 
 
6.25 His wife’s suffering in the Holocaust and after. 
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