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Klinger Jack [Jacques] 
 
I 
1.01 He was born Sept. 22, 1920 in Poland. Family moved to Trier Germany when he 

was 5. When father experienced anti-Semitism they moved to Palma de Majorca 
in Spain in 1934. When Germans came into Spain in 1936, they went to Paris, 
France. 

 
1.07 Describes family life and adjustment in Paris. 
 
1.12 Describes leaving Paris with a caravan of refugees to flee Germans, but then 

returned to Paris. In June 1940 the Germans entered Paris. 
 
1.19 Anti Jewish laws in Paris. 
 
1.24 On May 14, 1941, 5000 Jews were taken by train to camp Pitiviers. Describes 

camp. 
 
1.34 June 1942 – he was transported to Auschwitz. 
 
1.44 Describes sadistic treatment by kapo. 
 
1.47 He is selected to go to Birkenau in June 1942. Describes Population of camp, 

daily routine and his work in the records office. 
 
2.25 Describes blocks 2 and 4 where  only 50 out of 999 survived. 
 
2.33 Talks about castrations in camp. 
 
2.36 He is sent to block 12 when he gets typhoid and then returns to work in the office. 
 
2.45 Describes how he was brutalized by SS, and the sadism of the SS commander 

Moll. 
 
2.57 September 1943 – a transport of 4000 came from Teresienstadt. Mengele sent 

them to 4 furnaces to be gassed. Describes the work of the Sonder-komando who 
had to burn the dead. 

 
3.11 Describes the Polish underground in the camp. 
 
3.14 Describes ‘Canada’. 
 
3.20 How he saved people by falsifying records. 
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3.32 Describes punitive actions in the camp. 
 
3.47 Describes hour in Sept. ’43 his two brothers arrived in Auschwitz and how he 

saved one of them. 
 
II 
4.03 Describes his meeting with camp commander Schwarzhuber who took him to 

work in the records office. 
 
4.08 Incident of escape from camp, recapture and punishment. 
 
4.10 Dec. ’41, 12000 Russian POWs arrived. They were mistreated and after one year 

only 33 remained alive. 
 
4.15 The gassing of 12000 German gypsies. 
 
4.16 Describes work in the kitchen. 
 
4.20 Fate of prisoners who were not full Jews. 
 
4.24 Jewish kapos, incidents of brutality – their fate after the war. 
 
4.30 Describes faking the age on ID’s of children under 16 who were sent to be gassed. 

Talks about kapos Druker and Pinkus. 
 
4.47 The story of an 8 year old boy who saved himself. 
 
4.52 Kapo Abramovitch who helped prisoners. 
 
4.55 Sept. ’43 a transport of 4000 from Teresien arrived. Their special treatment, and 

how they were all killed a year later in March 1944. 
 
5:13   SS Shillinger who was shot by a woman he assaulted. SS Wolf who followed him 

and who treated the prisoners decently. 
 
5.18 Tells about brother whose life he saved several times. 
 
5.27 On Oct. ’44 he was transferred to the Heinkel Werke airplane factory and from 

there to camp Kaufering near Dachau. Describes his work. 
 
5.30 Describes incidents of helping other prisoners. 
 
5.55 Talks about Schmuelewski who trained them in self defense. 
 
5.59 April ’45 – they were taken to a camp of Russian POWs. 
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6.08 Adds facts about the 4000 Jews from Teresien. 
 
6.14 Describes Russian POW camp Buchenberg and their survival until the Americans 

came on May 1st ’45, and freed them. 
 
6.30 He travels back to Paris, the reception in Paris, and his reunification with his 

parents. Describes how his parents were saved in Paris. 
 
6.46 Psychological difficulties in returning to normal life. 
 
6.48 Describes being witness in trials of 2 kapos and of SS Hess. 
 
III  same as Tape II   from 6.08 on. 
 
IV 
7.11 Describes the arrival of Hungarian Jews in Birkenau during April-May 1944 and 

how they were all killed. 
 
7.18 Tells why resistance to kapos was certain suicide. 
 
7.27 Talks about the Allies who knew about the camps and did not do anything about 

it. 
 
7.31 Talks about the anti-Semitism of the Polish underground in the camp. 
 
7.37 Describes different types of kapos. 
 
7.47 Tells of French how helped Jews. 
 
7.54 His parents came to Israel in 1954 and he and his family came in 1961. Describes 

their difficult adjustment. 
 
8.01 He did not tell anybody about his experiences for many years because he was 

afraid of people’s reactions. The reason he is now giving testimony and talks to 
groups. 
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